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MARY
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and as a parish of the Archdiocese of Washington.
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OUR LADY OF THE VISITATION, DARNESTOWN, MD

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

WEEKDAY MASS - Noon, CHURCH
SATURDAY MASS - 4:30 pm, Church
SUNDAY MASS -10:30 am, Church

If you are not receiving Flocknotes,
please call the parish office.
301-948-5535

|| Liturgical Life

SUNDAY MASS OBLIGATION: The obligation to
return to full in-person participation in the Sunday Eu-
charist has been re-instated and is currently in effect.
This obligation does not apply to those who are ill;
those who have reason to believe that they were re-
cently exposed to the coronavirus, another serious or
contagious illness; those who are confined to their
home, a hospital, or nursing facility; or those with se-
rious underlying health conditions.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRA-
MENT: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will
take place in the church on weekdays, Monday
through Friday, from 11:00 am to Noon.

ORDINARY TIME: Apart from those seasons hav-
ing their own distinctive character, there remains in
the yearly cycle those weeks (33 or 34) that do not cel-
ebrate a specific mystery of Christ. Rather, especially
on Sundays, they are devoted to the mystery of Christ
in all its fullness. This period is known as Ordinary
Time (General Norms, 43). Ordinary Time resumed
when the Easter Season ended, that is, on Monday, 24
May 2021, the day following Pentecost.

SALVE REGINA: The Marian antiphon, Salve Regi-
na, is sung from Trinity Sunday to the First Sunday of
Advent. It was used as a processional chant at Cluny
as early as 1135. The text of the antiphon is the famil-
iar prayer, “Hail Holy Queen.” At Visitation Parish
we use it as a processional chant during the presenta-
tion of the gifts.

MASS TIMES IN OTHER AREAS: Vacationers may
go to Masstimes.org to find Mass times in other areas.

Readings for the Week of 15 August 2021

Monday: Jgs 2:11-19/Ps 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-
40, 43ab and 44 [4a]/Mt 19:16-22

Tuesday: Jgs 6:11-24a/Ps 85:9, 11-12, 13-14
[cf. 9b]/Mt 19:23-30

Wednesday: Jgs 9:6-15/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [2a]/Mt
20:1-16

Thursday: Jgs 11:29-39a/Ps 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10
[8a and 9a]/Mt 22:1-14

Friday: Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Ps 146:5-6ab,
6¢-7, 8-9a, 9bc-10 [1b]/Mt 22:34-40

Saturday: Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17/Ps 128:1b-2,
3,4,5[4]/Mt 23:1-12

Sunday: Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Ps 34:2-3, 16
-17, 18-19, 20-21, 22-23 [9a]/
Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32/Jn 6:60-
69

Parish Life ||

PARISH NECROLOGY: On the anniversaries of
their death, please keep the following parishioners in
your prayers: Richard A. Weller (02 August 2013),
Rene D. Zambranna (03 August 1999), Samuel Carr
(07 August 1999), Sister Marcella Marie Missar, SND
(09 August 2019), Pamela Jean Caell (11 August
2001), Cristeta Aquino (15 August 1999), Peter H.
Plamondon Sr. (16 August 2020), Mary Albrano (18
August 2000), Patrick Sutton (18 August 2015), and
Joshua Andrew Kight (30 August 2004).




THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

PASTOR’S PAGE \

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
body and soul into heaven is one of the dogmas of
the Church. All Catholics are to believe in the dog-
mas of the Church, and I have always believed in
the Assumption. The part that I might have had
wrong until just a few years ago, though, is whether
or not Mary actually died. I thought (and taught
others) that because Mary never sinned she wouldn’t
have to endure the main consequence of sin which is
death. What I overlooked was that her sinless son
died. Whether or not Mary died is not part of the
assent we give to the dogma. Some people today
believe that Mary died (“fell asleep”) before being
assumed into heaven. I met some of these people on
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 2014. One of the
places we visited was the Church of Dormition
(which means “falling asleep™). This is the site be-
lieved to be where Mary died or fell asleep, although
our guide said that no one knows definitively.

Below are excerpts from an article on the As-
sumption  at https://www.catholicculture.org/
culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day,cfm?date=2021-
08-15. They give a poetic and pithy summary of the
importance of the Feast Day in honoring the Blessed
Mother and for the Church.

May you know the peace of Christ, Fr. Greg
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Now toward the end of the summer season, at a time
when fruits are ripe in the gardens and fields, the
Church celebrates the most glorious "harvest festi-
val" in the Communion of Saints. Mary, the su-
premely blessed one among women, Mary, the most
precious fruit which has ripened in the fields of
God's kingdom, is today taken into the granary of
heaven. = — Pius Parsch, The Church's Year of
Grace

...The Assumption is the oldest feast day of Our La-
dy, but we don't know how it first came to be cele-
brated (read full article for the history)...

The Assumption completes God's work in her since
it was not fitting that the flesh that had given life to
God himself should ever undergo corruption. The
Assumption is God's crowning of His work as Mary
ends her earthly life and enters eternity. The feast
turns our eyes in that direction, where we will fol-
low when our earthly life is over.

The feast days of the Church are not just the com-
memoration of historical events; they do not look
only to the past. They look to the present and to the
future and give us an insight into our own relation-
ship with God. The Assumption looks to eternity

and gives us hope that we, too, will follow Our Lady

Qhen our life is ended... /

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS:
Are you or someone you know, thinking about becoming
Catholic? Is there a restlessness that you would like to
understand? OLVP will be offering the Rite of Christian
Initiation for Adults (RCIA) this fall. There will be an
initial coffee and donut reception after the 11:00am Mass
on Sunday 19 September 2021 in the church hall.
Please bring your questions, or call Deacon Ted at (240)
678-3466.

CARE PACKAGES FOR OLVP COLLEGE STU-
DENTS: The parish would like to send a box of goodies
to each of our college students so that they have OLVP
love with them. Parents, send the name and school ad-
dress of your son or daughter to cenos@olvp.org.

INFANT BAPTISM: Parents presenting their children
for Baptism must be registered in our parish and are re-
quired to attend a Baptism Preparation Class prior to
scheduling the Baptism. The next class is scheduled for
Saturday 28 August at 10:00 a.m. in Founders Hall. We
encourage Sponsors/Godparents, including parishioners
who will be Sponsors/Godparents elsewhere, to attend
this Baptism Preparation Class. Attendance during preg-
nancy is advised. For information and/or to register, call
the parish office, (301) 948-5536.

OLVP 9TH—12TH GRADERS: Flag Football on
Sundays from 3:30 to 4:45 pm on the OLVP field be-
low the lower parking lot. This will be a lead-in to our
Youth Group which will meet every Sunday from 6 to
7:30 pm starting September 12th. It’s a ton of fun and a
great way to meet fellow High School students in the
parish. Please join us!

SHAWL MINISTRY: Did you know that OLVP has a
Shawl Ministry? This group of dedicated individuals has
worked behind the scenes at our parish for many years —
knitting shawls and lap rugs that are distributed to parish-
ioners who become ill or hospitalized. These hand-made
items provide a tangible source of comfort to people who
may feel isolated by their situation and serve to quietly
remind them that OLVP is praying for their recovery.
The group is in need of new members to carry on this
fine tradition. If you have yarn, some time, and a desire
to share compassion with the sick, please call Cindy
Kokinda  240-477-7513 or email cynthiakokin-
da@comcast.net.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION: Following the
policy of the Archdiocese of Washington, the Sacramen-
tal Programs for Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist and
Penance are parish and family based. For youth, Confir-
mation is a three-year program that begins in the sixth
grade; Eucharist/Penance is a two-year program that be-
gins in the first grade. Throughout this period of prepa-
ration, children are to be participating in a formal reli-
gious education program in our parish or in a Catholic
school. Registration in our parish Faith Formation Pro-
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gram is separate from registration in our Sacramental
Preparation Program. For information, call the parish
office, (301) 948-5536.

FLOCKNOTE: Our Lady of the Visitation Parish is
using Flocknote to communicate quickly and efficiently
with the parish membership. To function as intended,
Flocknote is based on the Parish Office having up-to-
date email addresses for the members. To receive a
copy, please email cenos@olvp.org.

MATRIMONY POLICY: It is Archdiocesan and par-
ish policy that couples seeking to be married in the
Church are to make arrangements with a Priest or Dea-
con a minimum of six months prior to setting a wedding
date. Do not plan the reception until you meet with a

Priest/Deacon. Please email Father Greg Shaffer
(gshaffer@olvp.org), or Deacon Ted Dmuchowski
(Deaconted@olvp.org).

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: If you are planning to
undergo major surgery, please notify our parish office. If
illness or age prevent you from attending Mass, call the
parish office to arrange for visitation and Communion in
your home.

ALL HOSPITALS AND NURSING HOMES have
Catholic Chaplains to care for Catholic patients and resi-
dents. On admission, be sure to notify the staff of your
desire to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick and/or the Sacrament of the Eucharist. Feel free to
call Fr. Greg (240) 463-9960, as well.

PRAYER CHAIN: If you would like to have a special
intention remembered in our prayers, please email the
parish office at parishoffice@olvp.org.

Faith Formation for Life ||

REGISTRATION FOR 2021-2022 FAITH FOR-
MATION IS OPEN! Our Lady of the Visitation Parish
is returning to the “classroom model” with children at-
tending in-person classes with modifications in place to
comply with Covid safety protocols. Pre-K and Kin-
dergarten will meet on Sunday mornings beginning on
26 September from 9 to 10 am. Grades 1-5 will meet
on Tuesday afternoons from 4:45 pm to 6:00 pm. starting
on 28 September; fee is $175.00. Grades 6-8 will meet
on Sunday nights starting on 26 September from 6 to
7:30 pm; fee is $175.00.  Scholarships are available.
Contact Fr. Greg at gshaffer@olvp.org. Register on-line
through our website www.olvp.org or you may email
Erin Clegg at eclegg@olvp.org.

MARY OF NAZARETH COTILLION PROGRAM:
The Mary of Nazareth School Cotillion Program offers
an introduction to ballroom dancing and social grace
training for eighth grade boys and girls. Students enjoy
the opportunity to learn basic dance steps and etiquette
skills from professional instructors. The program con-
sists of five Saturday sessions from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30

p.m. that include 18 and 25 September, and 02, 09 and16
October. Sessions are held at the School. The fee for
the series is $160 for Mary of Nazareth students and
$210 for non-students. Appropriate attire is required.
To register, please visit www.maryofnazareth.org/
student-life/cotillion/ Note: current health protocols
will be followed.

|| Social Concerns ||

SCHOOL SUPPLIES COLLECTION: Our parish
will be supporting the Interfaith Works Clothing Cen-
ter school supplies program that supplies low-income
families with goods free of charge. Their goal this
year is to collect and distribute 3,000 backpacks filled
with binders, dividers, filler lined paper, 2-pocket
folders, blue or black pens, colored pencils, pencil
pouches, scissors, markers, erasers and index cards.
Please drop off your donations to the alcove outside
Founders Hall before or after Masses from Monday
16 August through Sunday, 22 August. Contact
Liesel Flaig at flaig@verizon.net if you have any
questions.

SHADY GROVE PREGNANCY CENTER: Do you
have a heart for women and babies? The Shady Grove
Pregnancy Center is seeking a full-time Community
Outreach Coordinator. This paid position will focus
on marketing, advertising, fundraising projects and
events, digital and social media communications,
website management and community activities that
advance our name and services in the community In-
terested candidates, please send resume to execdirec-
tor@pregnancy-options.org

|| Human Resources ||

NEW PARISHIONERS: The following families re-
cently joined our parish: Ms. Emily Lichvar and Mr. &
Mrs. Ronald Baker.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Regular office hours are
Monday through Friday between 10:00 am and 4:00 pm.

|| Facilities

PARISH REPAIR: If you see a needed repair around
the parish, please call the office at (301) 948-5536 and
report the problem so that we may get it fixed.

Finance ||

FAITH DIRECT: Summer is almost over — have you
made the switch to eGiving? Please enroll on-line at
www.faithdirect.net. Our Church Code is MD114.
Your gifts help sustain our parish in the “dog days” of
summer and throughout the year.



http://www.maryofnazareth.org/student-life/cotillion/
http://www.maryofnazareth.org/student-life/cotillion/
http://www.faithdirect.net
mailto:cenos@olvp.org
mailto:gshaffer@olvp.org

