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Grouping 229
CLERGY TEAM

ADMINISTRATOR
Rev. E. Daniel Sweeney

PAROCHIAL VICAR
Rev. Michael Conway
Rev. Nicholas Mastrangelo

DEACON
Deacon Ron Demblowski

IN RESIDENCE

Rev. Mark Glasgow N Y

Fr. Emmanuel Abbey-Quaye
Fr. Augustus Nweze

Serving the faith
communities of
Dugquesne, Homestead,
Munhall,

West Homestead,
West Mifflin and
Whitaker
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Holy Trinity
529 Grant Ave. Ext.ension,
West Mifflin




Office Staff

Christ the Light of the World/St. Joseph
32 South First Street, Duquesne
Phone: 412-469-0196 Fax:
Terry Fuller, Secretary

Debbie Stewart, Bookkeeper

St. Agnes/Holy Trinity

529 Grant Street Extension, West Mifflin

Phone: 412-466-6545 Fax: 412-466-6968
Holy Trinity Social Hall: 412-466-9695

Suzann Bevan, Bookkeeper/Secretary

412-466-6845

Resurrection/St. Rita

1 Magka Drive, West Mitthn
Phone: 412-461-8087

Fran Magnuson, Parish Secretary
Mary Ann Venturella, Finance

St. Maximilian Kolbe

363 West 11th Ave. Extension, Homestead

Phone: 412-461-1054 Fax: 412-462-1744
Parish Hall 412-462-1743

Trish DiGiannurio, Parish Secretary/Finance

Fax: 412-461-0142

St. Therese of Lisieux

1 St. Therese Court, Munhall
Phone: 412-462-8161

Jon Cuniak, Principal

Lon Ellis, Pastoral Associate
Ray Fonos, Business Manager
Cindi Picciafoco, Parish Secretary

Sr. Cynthia Wessel, Safe Environment Coordinator

Fax: 412-462-4817

Music Ministry
Thomas Coyne, LEM, Dir.  Ray Judy
Melanie Kirchartz Greg Lesko

Nina Mascio Len Potemra

Debbie Walters, LEM, Dir.
Faith Formation
Lon Ellis, LEM, Religious Education
Donna Lew-Buechel, LEM, Religious Education
Maintenance

Bill Jakub
Joseph Madar

Jason Bevan
Rick Booker, Dir.
Thomas Dougherty

Confession Schedule

Monday - St. Therese 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday - St. Rita 9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday - Resurrection 9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Saturday - Holy Triity 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Saturday - St. Maximilian Kolbe 3:15 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.

Baptism/Marriage
Please contact Lor Ellis at 412-462-8161
Emergencies
Please call 412-461-1054

Website
www.steelvalleycatholic.com

4:00 PM Holy Trinity (DS) Martin Hock Betty Hock
Saturda
Vs 4:00 PM St. Max (MC) Louis & Olga Milke Family
January 4
4:00 PM St. Therese (NM) Jim Farley Tim & Helen Pitchford
5:30 PM Holy Name (MC) Florence Gibus Jim & Paula Howard
7:30 AM St. Therese (NM) Carol Earley St. Therese Senior Club
Sunday, 8:30 AM St. Joseph (DS) Blaine White Paula Zabelsky
January 5 . . .
9:00 AM Resurrection (MC) Dorothy Gribar Family
Epiphany 9:00 AM | VA State Home (MG) | For the Intention of the Giver
of the Lord 9:30 AM St. Therese (EAQ) Olga Hess Topolosky Family
10:00 AM St. Agnes (NM) In Thanksgiving & Retirement Diego Chaves-Gnecco
for Leslie Frazier and Family
10:30 AM St. Max (DS) Edna & George Hanus Family
11:00 AM | St. Therese (EAQ) Richard P. Mader, Sr. Family
11:30 AM Holy Name (MC) Stephen Zajac Chepanoske Family
11:45 AM St. Rita (NM) Bernadine Sabo Michael Sabo, Jr.




INTENTIONS THIS WEEK

8:15 AM Holy Trinity (NM) Raymond Hvasta Family
Monday,
January 6 8:15 AM St. Therese (MC) Bill Bruno Wife, Rita
11:30 AM VA Aspinwall (MG) For the Intention of the Giver
8:00 AM Holy Trinity (NM) Mildred Cmar Cipicchio Family
Tuesday 8:15 AM St. Rita (DS) For the People of Grouping 229
January 7 11:30 AM VA Aspinwall (MG) For the Intention of the Giver
12:00 PM Holy Name (MC) Timothy Beal Alice Droznak
8:00 AM St. Agnes (DS) Cecelia Chorbirko Tom & Patty Klocko
Wednesday, 8:15 AM Resurrection (NM) Connie Morgan Morgan Family
January 8
9:00 AM St. Max (MG) Albert Sklencar Family
Thursday, 8:15 AM St. Rita (MC) For the People of Grouping 229
January 9 9:00 AM St. Max (MG) Sister Francine Ashoff Al Ashoff
Noon Holy Name (NM) James Zabelsky Paula, Jamie & Terri
8:00 AM St. Agnes (DS) Ted Koehler Doug & Jennifer
Friday,
January 10 8:15 AM St. Therese (MC) Sue Smiley Sally Smiley
9:00 AM Resurrection (NM) Bernard Lucas Niece, Linda
4:00 PM Holy Trinity (MC/DR) Irene Polakovic Kochis Family
Saturday, 4:00 PM St. Max(NM) Bernard McKinney Eileen Bell
JELLEL L 4:00 PM St. Therese (MG) Wayne Kelly Ray & Cheryl Kudis
5:30 PM Holy Name (DS) Rosemary Denne Dolores Loop
7:30 AM St. Therese (DS) Thomas Lordeon Elaine & Family
8:30 AM St. Joseph (MC/DR) Sister Liguori Rossner Jackie Colbert
9:00 AM Resurrection(NM) Margaret & James Pellegrino | Children & Grandchildren
Sk 9:30 AM St. Therese (DS) Jim Farley Kevin & Diane Butler
January 12
10:00 AM St. Agnes (MC/DR) Mildred Estochin Friends of Family
Baptism
of the Lord 10:30 AM St. Max (NM) Helen & Joseph Deak Jim & Linda Deak
11:00 AM St. Therese (DS) Wanda Pusatere Donato Family
11:30 AM Holy Name (MC/DR) Matthew Zupan Ken & Dianne Awenowicz
11:45 AM St. Rita (NM) For the People of Grouping 229




Today we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany. We
recognize that people from all walks of life come to
pay tribute to the Christ child. You may recall, it was
the shepherds who were keeping watch over their
sheep that were the first to see the bright shining star,
giving testimony to the birth of Christ. Now, it is that
star that has led the whose who of the world to come
and pay homage. What a great sight this is to see
kings of the earth kneeling before Christ the King of
the Universe. A tiny baby, having such power and
majesty without declaring war. Christ is the presence
of peace.

Happy New Year - As we begin our new year, we
thank God for the blessings that He has bestowed
upon us this past year as individuals, families and
parish. We look forward to the new year as we
continue to forge ahead. It is of the utmost importance
that we stay focused on Christ, that we make sure that
it is the love of the Lord that drives us. Be sure to stay
Jesus focused, for the Lord is with us every step of the
way.

Blessed Sacrament - The Blessed Sacrament will be
exposed at St. Max Day Chapel every Friday from
noon until 4:00 p.m. beginning Friday, January 10th.

Parish Breakfast - Holy Trinity Men’s Club will be
hosting a parish breakfast Sunday, January 12th.
Please call the parish office at Holy Trinity for more
information.

St. Therese Hi-Rise Dinner - will be on Sunday,
January 12, 2020. If you would like to help or
donate, please call Anita at 412-559-1146. Thank
you!

A Special Note of Thanks - to our parish staffs who
have served our eight parishes. Many of these people
have been employed for many years. Unfortunately,
due to shrinking congregation and our financial
ability, it has become necessary to face the reality of
what is and not what was. A few of our people chose
to retire on their own. Others re-applied, but we have
more staff than we have positions and need. As a
result, others were not rehired. Those not rehired,
based on the number of years of service, were given a
severance package. To be honest with you, the clergy
team agonized over the decisions that had to be made.
We want to thank the dedicated people who worked so
hard for the good of the church.

The Last Days of Christ Passion Play - In 1994,
Tom Coyne and Barb Mima compiled the words to
form the passion play using Sacred Scripture,
tradition and the writings of Max Lucado. Since
1995, Anne Ashley Methodist Church hosted the
play. This year, the play is being hosted by Grouping
229 and moving to Resurrection Church, and will be
under the direction of Tom Coyne and Linda Baker.
The story is told through the eyes of Joseph of
Arimathea.

Non-verbal cast members are needed, as only the
narrator and Jesus have speaking roles. The story is
told through narration and song. We are seeking all
to participate. We need the following: cast
members, musicians, publicist, stage crew, set up/
clean up, carpenters, electricians, painters,
seamstress (costumes), make-up artists, just to name
a few. Closer to the play, we will need greeters,
ushers, hosts for reception, baked goods, etc.

You need not have acting experience to be a part of
this play. Linda Baker will train and direct the cast.

Please contact Tom Coyne for more information. An
informative meeting will be held on Sunday, January
12th at Resurrection. More details to follow!

Lenten Fish Fry - With Ash Wednesday coming up
on February 26, 2020, it is time to start planning for
our Lenten Fish Fry. After looking over the
finances, Grouping 229 will plan for two fish fries
this year. Anyone who wishes to volunteer for the
St. Max Lenten Fish Fry should attend a meeting set
for Wednesday, January 15th at 7:00 p.m. at

St. Max. The St. Max Fish Fry has committed
$25,000 to St. Therese School. School parents need
to step up to the plate and volunteer. Anyone who
wishes to volunteer for the Lenten Fish Fry to be
held at Holy Trinity should attend a meeting on
Thursday, January 16th at 7:00 p.m. at Holy
Trinity. The profits from the Holy Trinity Fish Fry
will be split between Holy Trinity, St. Agnes and
Christ the Light of the World. The percentage of
profit to go to each church will be based on the
number of volunteers from each church who work
the fish fry.

Reminder - Mass books are open for 2020. Please
call your parish office for Mass requests.




Baptismal Seminar for parents wishing to have their
children baptized will be held on Monday, January
20 at 7:00 PM in St. Therese Rectory Meeting room.
Attendance at a seminar is required for baptism in
grouping 229. Scheduling of a baptism in any church
in the grouping will also take place at the semi-

nar. (Parents who have attended a seminar within a
three year period can call Lori and schedule a baptism
at 412-462-8161) For more information or if you have
questions, please call Lori at 412-462-8161. The next
seminar will be on Monday, February 10 at 7:00 PM
in St. Therese Rectory Meeting Room.

Confession - There will be NO Confessions on
Monday, January 6th due to the ample opportunity
everyone has had. Confessions will still be available
on Saturday at 3:15 - 3:45 p.m. at St. Max and Holy
Trinity if you need to go.

Hoagie Making - Will take place on January 29th
and February 1st. Anyone willing to lend a hand is
invited to St. Max at 9:30 a.m.

Sanctuary Candle - The sanctuary candle is a
wonderful way to memorialize or honor a loved one.
The sanctuary candle is available at all parishes in
Grouping 229. The cost is $25 and is lit for two weeks.
To reserve dates for 2020, please call the

parish office where you would like the candle to be lit.

The New Parish Name - The committee, which was
made up of one member from all eight churches, have
met with Father Mike and gone through the 150 names
that were submitted. Twelve names were sent to
Bishop Zubik for consideration. The next step in the
process is to wait for the bishop to send back the
names that he is willing to consider. Once we get
these names back, some time in January, the names
will be placed in the bulletin and all registered parish-
ioners will have the opportunity to choose the top
three. The names getting the top three votes will then
be sent back to the bishop for his consideration.

Mass Intentions - Due to the fact that Mass
intentions are coming in very slow, or not at all in
some of the parishes, we may have to look at the
daily Masses being celebrated and reduced. We do
not celebrate Mass for the sake of celebrating it or
for convenience, or to say Mass in a building. There
needs to be an intention, which is for the deceased or
living. If things do not change, decisions will be
made at the end of January when some churches are
going to run out of daily Mass intentions.

Grouping 229 Seniors - As we begin a new year, we are
beginning a new seniors group as we are becoming a
new parish in a few months. We want to welcome all
people who want to be a part of our new group. The
seniors will meet on the first Thursday of each month.
The first meeting will take place on Thursday,

February 6, 2020 beginning with Mass at 11:00 a.m.
Afterwards, a luncheon will be served. We will then
elect a new president, treasurer, and secretary and
discuss how you envision our new seniors group.

As for where we will meet, the old seniors groups of
St. Therese and St. Max were given the option of meet-
ing at St. Therese, St. Max or St. Agnes. The vote was
very close. St. Therese got 8 votes, St. Max got 58 votes
and St. Agnes got 60 votes. After reviewing what
expenses were involved in operations, setting up,
cleaning up and heating, it was decided that it is not
worth moving the group because of only two votes. If it
would have been a larger margin, then yes. As a

result, the seniors will continue to meet at St. Max. As
we create a new seniors group, hopefully you will
choose to be a part of it.

New Parish Offices and Hours - Effective January
31st, all parish employees will lose their jobs.

Effective February 3, our new parish team will go into
effect. The parish offices will be located at: Holy Name,
office hours Monday thru Thursday 9:00 a.m. until 1:30
p.m. - St. Therese, office hours Monday thru Friday 9:00
a.m. until 5:00 p.m. - St. Max, office hours Monday thru
Friday 8:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. These offices were
chosen because of the amount of activity that has gone
on in the past.

Hall Rentals - We have halls at St. Hedwig, Holy Name,
Holy Trinity, St. Agnes, St. Rita, St. Therese and

St. Max. All halls are available for rent for showers,
baptisms, graduations, anniversaries and family
gatherings, just to name a few. If you are interested in
scheduling a date, all hall bookings will be scheduled by
calling 412-461-1054. You can bring your own caterers
for all halls except St. Max. There is an in-house
catering in place. The cost to rent the halls is $250.
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Youth Ministry News

Sunday, January 5 — Youth are needed to help serve the Parish Appreciation Dinner from 3-6:00 PM at St.
Maximilian Kolbe.

Sunday, January 12 — we will begin our “spring project.” Ever want to be a Roman soldier? weeping
woman? Please join us at Resurrection Church as we begin to participate in the Passion Play that will be
presented during Holy Week. It is an opportunity to reflect upon the passion of our Lord while

sharing your talents with the community.

Monday, January 13 - Disney Meeting at 7:00 PM at St. Max. Youth and a parent are to be present.

HOAGIE SALE — just in time for the Super Bowl! Italian and Turkey are $7.00 and Roast Beef is $8.00. All
orders must be in on Wednesday, January 15. Pick up is Wednesday, January 29.

SOS News

SOS (all youth in grades 6-7-8 are welcome!) on Sunday, January 5 we will help to serve the Parish
Appreciation Dinner from 3-6:00PM at St. Max and we will meet on Sunday, January 19. Join us as we
continue to reach out to others in service.

Confirmation Update

Confirmation Candidates — are asked to help serve the Parish Appreciation Dinner on Sunday, January 5 from
3-6:00PM at St. Maximilian Kolbe.

All youth in grouping 229 wishing to be confirmed will join us for Confirmation Sessions on: January 7, 14,
21 and 28 in St. Therese Cafeteria from 6:30-8:00 PM. We will have dinner, a guest speaker and activities
related to Confirmation. Youth are invited to bring an adult with them. Sessions will then continue the second
and fourth Tuesdays of the month February 11,25, March 10, 24, April 7 and 21. Our Confirmation Retreat
will be on Saturday, February 8. We will attend the 4:00 PM Mass together at St. Therese and then have our
retreat from 5-8:00 PM. Parent letters are due on February 8. If you have any questions, please contact
lellis@st-therese.net.

First Reconciliation Update

First Reconciliation will be celebrated with all second grade youth in grouping 229 on Saturday, February 8 at
11:30 AM at Christ the Light of the World (Holy Name Church). In preparation for this sacrament all children
are expected to attend practices at Holy Name on Saturdays: January 25 & February 1 from 10-11:30

AM. Thank you for your cooperation.

CCD Update

CCD Sessions at St. Rita’s will begin again on Sunday, January 12, 26, February 9,23, March 8, 22 and April
5,19. Our first term at St. Rita’s has gone extremely well. Thank you to our clergy team, catechists and
parents for your support and for making religious education and Mass attendance a priority.




Knights of Columbus #2201 News

The Homestead Knights of Columbus Council, will
again distribute NEW Coats for Kids at the next
St. Rita Food Bank.

Homestead Knights of Columbus Council
Bus Trip to March for Life in DC
Friday, January 24, 2020

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HOMESTEAD
#2201 Bus Trip to March for Life in Washington,
DC. Boxed Breakfast included. Bus will leave
from St. Therese of Lisieux in Mun-

hall, 1 St. Theresa Court, Munhall at 6:00 AM and
should arrive back to St. Therese Court, Munhall
by 10 pm. To reserve your seat call Jeff B. at (412)
877-7960, John H. (412) or Tom V. at (412) 337-
6918. Suggested contribution for bus $70/seat; St.
Therese 8" grade Students are free; Students Par-
ents & Chaperones are $50/seat or $65/family (two
in family). Make checks payable to K of C Home-
stead #2201. Mail to Knights of Columbus #2201,
P.O. Box 278, Homestead, PA 15120.

Bereavement Ministry — as a parish family we
always seek to support one another. There is no time
when we need each other more than when a loved one
dies.

What you may be feeling: Not me — I could never do
that - Many people feel that they could not do this, but
given a chance the opportunity to reach out and offer
support is a blessing to the family and the

volunteer. If you have ever had someone die, then you
know what a comfort it is to know that people care.

What would I do? Y ou would call the family and

offer your sympathy and the sympathy of the

parish. You would then journey with them as they plan
the funeral mass.

I don’t know enough to plan the mass — training is
provided and the Mass liturgy is set. The families
receive a booklet with readings and music to choose
from, you write this information down and turn it
in. There is also the opportunity to visit the funeral
home and attend the mass.

We have many funerals in grouping 229 and this
parishioner to parishioner outreach is greatly
appreciated by those in mourning. Please consider
joining this important ministry by calling Lori at
412-462-8161 or lellis@st-therese.net.

Italy Pilerimage with Fr. Terry

In partnership with the Pittsburgh Catholic, Fr. Terry
O’Connor is leading a pilgrimage to Italy in 2020. The
Catholic faith is so evident throughout all of Italy.
Visits include Rome, Assisi, Florence, and Venice. While
in Rome, an audience with Pope Francis will be sought, if
he is in residence. Pilgrims will walk in the footsteps of
St. Peter, St. Paul, St. Mark, St. Francis, St. Clare, and
many others. Daily Mass will be
celebrated in amazing churches. The dates are
September 21-30, 2020. The price is $4,699 per
person based on double occupancy in specially
selected hotels. Includes round trip airfare from
Pittsburgh. Breakfasts and dinners are included. You can
request a roommate and Unitours will try to
accommodate you. For itinerary and to book online visit
www.bit.ly/Oconnor20 or contact Marianna at Unitours,
phone 800-777-7432 or email mpisano@unitours.com.
$100 discount if you book by January 2, 2020. Feel free
to also contact Fr. Terry as well, toconnor@diopitt.org or
412-672-9641.

Bereavement Support Sessions

You are not alone. We invite you to be part of a circle
where we hope you find space to grieve, to search, to
listen and to reach out. Our Grief Support sessions are
an opportunity to share with people who also struggle
and hurt, who have tears on their hands and pain in
their hearts. Although you are deeply wounded, let us
find comfort and healing in what we believe and in our
ability to care for each other. Bereavement Support
Sessions will be held from 6:30—8:00 PM at
Resurrection Parish. We will begin with a light dinner
at 6:30 PM. Sessions will be held on Wednesdays:
January 8 & 22 - February 5 & 19 - March 4 & 18 -
April 1 & 15

Please call St. Therese Rectory at 412-462-8161 or
e-mail lellis@st-therese.net to RSVP.

These sessions are independent of each other so you
may join us as often as your schedule allows. Support
Sessions are organized and led by parish staff and
volunteers. We strive to bring the healing presence of
Jesus Christ to all those in need. All are welcome!




Family Prayer for a New Year
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i Festival at St. Agnes — Wednesday, May 13 — Saturday, May 16 i

O God our Father, by the
light of the Holy Spirit, lead
us to be thankful for the gift
of faith. May we grow in our
relationship with Jesus, your

Son. May we be confident
witnesses to Christian hope
and joy to all we meet.
We ask this in the name of
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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Mark your Calendar for Summer Fun
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Strawberry Festival at St. Therese — Sunday, May 31 e

Vacation Bible School — “You are Always at Home with Jesus” —
Monday, July 13 — Friday, July 17 from 9AM — Noon at. St. Therese.
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Jr. High/SOS Camp — Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday — July
21,22,23.

Festival for St. Therese School — Wednesday, August 5 — Saturday,
August 8
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