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Offfice Statf

Jon Cuuiak, Principal, St. Therese School
Trish DiGiannurio, Central Office Coordinator

Lori Ellis, Pastoral Associate
Raq Fonos, Business Manager

Fran Magnuson, Administrative Assistant
Cindi Picciafoco, Parish Secretan]
Sr. Cl] nthia Wessel, Safe Environment Coordinator

Maintenance
Jason Bevan Rick Booker, Dir.

Music Ministry
Thomas Coq ne, LEM, Dir.
Greg Lesko
Nina Mascio
Debbie Walters, LEM
Faith Formation

Lori Ellis, LEM, Religious Education

Ba pl‘ism/ ‘Marriage
Please contact Lori Ellis at 412-462-8161

Confession Schedule

Mondays at St. Therese at 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays at Holy Trinity from 3:00-3:45 p.m.
Saturdaqs at St. Max from 3:00-3:45 P-m.

Hall Rentals
Please call 412-461-1054

Website

www.thomastheapostle.net

YouTube
Steel Valley Catholic

Emerg encies

Please call 412-461-1054

Diocesan Victim Assistance Hotline
1-888-808-1235

PA Childline
1-800-9352-0315

MASS INTENTIONS

4:00 PM | Holy Trinity(se) Special Intention Oskin Family
Saturday, 4:00 PM St. Max (DS) Marie Coyne Catherine Little
October 3 4:00 PM | St. Therese (NM) Daniel Bugel, Sr. Catterall & Bugel Family
5:30 PM | Holy Name (MC) Scott Drab The Funa Family
7:30 AM | St. Therese (EAQ) L.R. Magee & Cheryl Herbert Elizabeth Magee & Family
8:30 AM | St. Joseph (SG) David Bedont Mr. & Mrs. Chester Smith
Sunday, 9:00 AM | Resurrection (Nm) Susan B. Ondo Mary Rose Dvorjak
October 4 10:00 AM | St. Agnes (MC) Robert J. Kosko, Sr. Family
SR and Mary B. Kosko
Sunday in 10:30 AM St. Max (DS) Bernard McKinney Barbara McKinney
Ordinary Time
11:00 AM | St. Therese(NM) Carol Tatrai Tat, Erika & Ryan
11:30 AM | Holy Name (EAQ) Ryan England Barr Grammy & Pap England
11:45 AM St. Rita (SG) William Margie Agnes Dolce




Monday, 8:00 AM Holy Trinity (SG) Donald Kosakowski Bea Miller
October 5
8:15 AM St. Therese (NM) Fracek & Vavrek Families Marlene Vavrek & Families
8:00 AM Holy Trinity (MC) Olga Gibson Denis Hirkulich
Tuesday,
October 6 8:15 AM St. Rita (SG) Cynthia Gerek Eicher Cousins
12:00 PM Holy Name (AN) Mary Stipetich Tom & Karen
8:00 AM St. Agnes (NM) George & Anne Checque Family
Wednesday, 8:15 AM Resurrection(DS) Sandra Leasure Denis Hirkulich
October 7
9:00 AM St. Max (MG) William & Rozella Beasock Son & Daughter
8:15 AM St. Rita (AN) Charles, Eugene, Helen Family
Thursday, and John Michael
October 8 9:00 AM st. Max (MG) Patricia Balint Porter Rita Binkney
12:00 PM Holy Name (NM) Richard “Lefty” Adams Mr. & Mrs. Ken Awenowicz
8:00 AM St. Agnes (NM) Elsie Troha Denis Hirkulich
Friday,
October 9 8:15 AM |St. Therese(DS/DR) Frederick Jordan Patricia Jordan
9:00 AM | Resurrection (SG) Louis Ruffing Family
4:00 PM Holy Trinity(SG) Helen Bytzura Gertrude Bytzura
Saturday,
October 10 4:00 PM St. Max (MG) Bernadette Butler Children
4:00 PM St. Therese (NM) Patricia Barker Stahl Family
5:30 PM Holy Name(MC) Robert Novak D. Loop
7:30 AM | St. Therese (SG) Duke Tomasic Wife & Family
Deceased of Ruhl :
8:30 AM St. Joseph (EAQ) . » Ruhl Family
and Williams Families
9:00 AM | Resurrection (MC) Ann Karadus Jim, Millie & Joyce
Sunday,
October 11 :
10:00 AM St. Agnes (DS) Joseph Laffey Mary Wolf & Family
Twenty-Eighth 10:30 AM St. Max (SG) Dolores Wyzykowski Kathi Hall
Sunday
. . . 11:00 AM | St. Therese (MC) Mathew Gleeson Mary Ann Barrington
in Ordinary Time
LaRotakis, Grosko .
11:30 AM Holy Name (AN) - Family
and Skurla Families
11:45 AM St. Rita (DS) Tom Mihailoff Family




October is the Month of the Rosary- The Rosary
will be prayed on Mondays at 7:00 p.m. at St. Max
and Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. at St. Therese.
Consider coming and praying with us. Lord knows
the world needs prayers.

Baptismal Seminar will be held on Monday,
October 5 at 7:00 PM in St. Therese cafeteria.

Attention Youth! All youth in grade 8 this year
through grade 12 are invited to a meeting for a
planning session. It is our hope to go to Universal
Studios June 15th through June 22nd. You are
invited to a meeting at St. Max on October 8th at
7:00 p.m. Come find out what we have planned.
Bring a parent with you. This is the only time to
sign up. Again, we have to make plans and pray for
the best.

Pancake Breakfast - An all you can eat pancakes
and sausage breakfast will be held at Holy Trinity
on Sunday, October 11th from 9:00 a.m. until
noon. The cost is $7 per person. Please come and
join us!

Mass Location Change - A reminder that Mass at
St. Rita will take place at 11:45 a.m. in the parish
hall on the second and fourth Sunday of each month
due to the number of youth. We will need to be
able to spread out.

Exposition - will take place every Friday at St.
Max Church from noon until 4:00 p.m. The rosary
is prayed at 12:30 p.m. and the Divine Mercy at
3:00 p.m. Be sure to stop by and make a visit.

Fish Fry - Our Fish Fry is open every Friday from
11:00 a.m. until 6:30 p.m. We offer baked or fried
fish, chicken planks, shrimp, pizza, potato
pancakes, French fries and more. Our special this
week is stuffed pepper with mashed potato and roll.
Eat in or take out. To reach our kitchen, please call
412-462-1743.

A Note of Thanks - Thank you, one and all, to all
who volunteered, donated and came to our Fall
Food Festival. Your continued support is
appreciated. Next week we will list the winners of
our Chinese Auction.

Cheregi Sale/Many Hands Needed - Saturday,
October 17th is a cheregi sale at Holy Trinity Church.
On Friday, October 16th the dough will be mixed
and kneaded beginning at 9:00 a.m. Saturday,
October 17th, the cheregis will be rolled, cut and
fried beginning at 9:00 a.m. Help is needed to roll and
fry the dough. Many hands are needed to complete this
process. All are welcome! Cheregis will be sold at
2:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 17th. The cost is
$10 per dozen, limit two dozen per person.

TRUNK OR TREAT - Due to the COVID-19 virus,
our haunted school will be open October 31st from
6:00 -9:00 p.m. Since many people may not know
what to do about trick or treat, I am asking 30 people
to decorate their cars for trunk or treat in the parking
lot at Resurrection so that the parents can take their
children to a safe place. If you are willing to be a part
of trunk or treat, please call the parish office to
register. I am asking our parishioners to go out and
buy treats for the children and bring them to the parish
offices or leave them in the back of the church so that
we can make up bags for the kids.

Sunday Scripture Study with Seminarian Dan will

be held weekly. The same session will be held during

the day at Holy Trinity and during the evening at

St. Agnes. The sessions are held every Wednesday

at 11:00 AM at Holy Trinity and 7:00 PM at

St. Agnes. Please bring your Bible. All are welcome.
The sessions will last approximately an hour. If there
are any questions, Seminarian Dan can be reached

at ddantonio(@diopitt.org.

Prayer Chain — we would like to start a phone prayer
chain as well as an e-mail prayer chain. If anyone
would like to pray for someone who is ill, please call
Lori at 412-462-8161 or e-mail Lori at
lellis@thomastheaposlte.net to use the power of prayer
to help our parishioners in need. If you or anyone you
know is in need of prayer please also call or e-mail
Lori. We can pray by first names or even initials —
God will take care of the rest!

Please Pray - For the repose of the soul of Thomas
Moore, Diane Virostek and Mary Ann Lewis who
were recently buried from St. Thomas the

Apostle Parish.




SOS (vouth in grades 6-7-8) Events - These are
opportunities for us to work together and help the
church.

1) Working on the Haunted School: Please
contact me if you are interested in the
Haunted School. Help is desperately needed
for some of the rooms. An adult(s) and youth
are needed, as well as help is needed elsewhere
in the school.

2) SOS Meeting — SUNDAY, October 11 from
5-7:00 PM at St. Therese Cafeteria/porch. We
will make the treat bags to be passed out at
the Haunted School, the S’mores kits and
more!

Youth Ministry Update:

1) Working on the Haunted School: Tuesday,
October 6 from 6-8 PM; Wednesday, October
7 from 6-8 PM, Sunday, October 11 from
2-5:00 PM.

2) Universal Studio sign ups — Thursday,
October 8 at St. Max at 7:00PM. Please bring
a parent with you.

Please e-mail Lori (lellis@thomastheapostle.net) if
you have any questions.

Bereavement Support Sessions: Our Support
Sessions are organized and lead by parish staff and
volunteers. We strive to bring the healing presence of
Jesus Christ to all those in need. We invite you to be
part of a circle where we hope you find space to
grieve, to search, to listen and to reach out. Although
you are deeply wounded, let us find comfort and heal-
ing in what we believe and in our ability to care for
each other. All are Welcome. Our Sessions

are: Wednesdays, October 14 &28, November 4 &18,
December 2 &16, January 13 &27, February 10 &24,
March 10 &24, April 7 & 21. The sessions are
independent of each other so you may attend as your
schedule allows. They will be held at St. Therese
Cafeteria/’porch” for social distance. We will begin
at 6:00 PM with a light dinner. Please call 412-462-
8161to RSVP.

Superbowl Pool - Our first Superbowl Pool sold out
so we will start another. Blocks are $100. Payout is
$1,000 each first three quarters and $2,000 for the
final score. To purchase a block, please call
412-461-1054. Glenn will also be at the Fish Fry on
Fridays and you can buy a block at that time as well.

YOUTUBE UPDATE: Many of you see the value
that our YouTube channel, Steel Valley Catholic has
added to the parish over the last 6 months. The
positive comments along with the thanks have made it
worth the effort and expense. We’ve received

several donations to help support the effort and those
are certainly appreciated as well. This article is not
about money though; its about one simple step. Simply
subscribing to our YouTube channel. YouTube limits
our ability to live stream from a mobile device, i.e. a
cell phone until we reach 1,000 subscribers. Technol-
ogy issues prevented us from live streaming the Our
Lady of Sorrows Mass at Holy Trinity Church. Having
1,000 subscribers could have helped. We have 936
subscribers now. We need to get to 1,000. So, please,
even if you don’t watch the YouTube channel go to
Steel Valley Catholic and click SUBSCRIBE. Ask
your friends and family to also subscribe. While the
churches are open, many still feel uncomfortable
coming into church. The live streamed Masses help.
Your action on this request will help us bring more
content from other churches in the parish.

Enjoy Books - Delivery has been slow due to Covid
19.  We will notify all parishioners through the
bulletin as soon as they arrive. Many requests have
been received already so hopefully we will sell all 200
books ordered. The cost is $30 and they will be
available at St. Max and St. Therese Rectories,

St. Therese School and St. Agnes Convent/Church on
Sunday after 10:00 Mass. Stay tuned!

School Mass - | am asking those who attend the

8:15 a.m. Mass at St. Therese on Friday to either go to
St. Agnes at 8:00 a.m. or Resurrection at 9:00 a.m. We
do not want the youth to come in contact with anyone
else. The Mass will be live-streamed on our YouTube
channel. You can watch the Mass at home and the
other students in the school will be able to be a part of
the Mass as well. If you choose to come to Mass at St.
Therese, you must sit in the shrine room or behind the
glass wall. You will be able to receive communion at
the end.

The Pittsburgh Catholic is Back! The Pittsburgh
Catholic is back in electronic format. Their web
address is pittsburghcatholic.org and we will also
have the link on our website. Due to the size of the
paper, we will not be able to mail them to homes.
However, if you do not have a computer and would
like to get a paper copy of the Pittsburgh Catholic,
please call Trish at 412-461-1054 and we will leave
a copy with your name on it in the back of the
church that you attend.




November 29-December 2, 2020
4 Days ~ 3 Nights

Highlights Include:

Tasting

Tour Includes:

Baggage handling ~ Professional Tour Manager

Tour Fare:

due with the initial trip deposit.

Nashville ~ A Country Christmas

Gaylord Opryland Resort ~ Christmas Dinner & Show ~ Ticket to ICE
General Jackson Showboat Lunch Cruise ~ Treasures for the Holidays
Grand Ole Opry at Ryman Auditorium ~ Delta River Flatboat Ride
Nashville Nightlife Dinner Show ~ Jack Daniels Distillery Tour/

Deluxe motorcoach transportation ~ Three nights at Opryland Resort ~ Four meals
All sightseeing and admissions ~ Tips for local guides & porters

ONLY 3 SEATS LEFT!!!

$1,209 per person/double ~ $1,159 per person/triple ~ $1,509 per person/single

Payment Policy: A $200.00 per person deposit is due to secure your reservation. Make checks payable to St.
Thomas the Apostle Parish and send to 363 West 11th Avenue Extension, Homestead, PA 15120

Refund Policy: Optional trip cancellation insurance is available for $129 per person. Insurance premium is

For more information, please call 412-461-1054.

Knights of Columbus #2201 News

i

& Ve're looking for a few good men! The
‘,,—’ Knights of Columbus — Homestead

4 Council #2201 is looking for new
members, and right now you can join at half
price! The 50% Discount Code for all new
Pennsylvania Online members is PAKOFC. To use
the code, go to the website at www.kofc.org/
join. Code expires October 31, so sign up today!
Any questions, please email Tim Richards
at timmy1825@aol.com.

Celebrate Columbus Day by supporting the Knights
of Columbus! On Monday, October 12, 2020, there
will be a 10% Night at Texas Roadhouse in Pleasant
Hills. Just show the flyer on your phone or mention
the Fund raising event. Call ahead seating
recommended. Fundraiser is also available on
takeout. Proceeds benefit St. Anthony School
Programs and McGuire Memorial Home and
School. Thanks for your support!

e Suppatt R
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #2201
MONDAY, OCTOBER 12
4APM-8PM

10%

DOMATION NIGHT
for Knights of Columbus #2201.
Present this flyer at the Pleasant Hills §
location and Texas Roadhouse will
donate 10% of your total food
purchases to Knights of Columbus
#2201!

412-855-7427
511 CLAIRTON BLVD.
PITTSBURGH. PA




The Pittsburgh Catholic, September 25, 2020 Edition

From many parishes, The Church Alive!

Despite unforeseen challenges of merging multiple parishes during a pandemic, one determined pastor has found
ways to bring God’s people together while keeping them safe.

St. Thomas the Apostle became a new parish on July 1. Since then, Father Dan Sweeney has led a Feast Day Mass,
organized volunteers to renovate a parish building, held outdoor school fundraising celebrations, restarted the
parish fish fry, conducted a well-attended Vacation Bible School, and has resumed faith formation in-person and
remotely.

Nine churches are part of the new faith community in Munhall, West Mifflin, Whitaker, Duquesne and Homestead.
Across the diocese, 29 groupings have merged since last year to form new parishes.

Parishioners who feel comfortable venturing out after months at home are wearing masks, social distancing and
using lots of available hand sanitizer.

“We’re taking every precaution and the people are responding,” Father Sweeney said. “For the most part they are
very happy. It’s about belief in God.”

Babette Butler, who grew up at St. Therese of Lisieux Parish in Munhall, has attended many of the events. The first
was the parish Feast Day Mass on July 3,which included welcoming new converts, followed by a cookout with live
music and fireworks.

During the months of lockdown, “I missed receiving communion,” she said. “It’s also been nice to get out of the
house and see people at the different churches.”

Parish teens normally fix up homes in Appalachia every July. This summer they stayed home at “Camp Corona,”
enlarging the St. Agnes social hall and installing a new roof.

The annual parish festival at St. Therese was replaced by a Summer Celebration, with food booths spaced far
enough apart to pass an inspection by the county health department. A Labor Day Celebration took place in St.
Agnes’

parking lot. Friday Fish Frys are back at St. Maximilian Kolbe Church, preceded by the Divine Mercy Chaplet.

An Apple Festival was held September 20 at St. Therese, complete with hayrides, pumpkin painting and a meatloaf
dinner.

“We do eat well!” said St. Therese principal Jon Cuniak, who is grateful for the events that have helped make up
income lost due to cancellations. “Father Dan loves to bring people together. Things are moving.”

This week parishioners are heading to Lancaster, PA via motorcoach (seats socially distanced) to see the stage
production Queen Esther. A trip is planned in late November to the Opryland Resort in Nashville, TN.

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish also continues to operate a food bank, a bereavement ministry, and to visit the
homebound, according to pastoral associate Lori Ellis. A dozen weekend Masses are celebrated at eight churches.

Faith formation is held at St. Rita and St. Therese, with options for home schooling as well.

Despite the pandemic, Butler feels a sense of growing unity.

“New people are volunteering,” she said. “It’s nice to meet a lot of them who I didn’t know. The church family has
been a big part of my life.”
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