March 22, 2020 Fourth Sunday of Lent

Offertory: February 16,2020 OLM $418, OLV $703, COS $1,449, Total $2,570
February 17,2019 OLM $587, OLV §$460, COS $2,078, Total $3,125

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

For the Souls in Purgatory, by John Nappi, Jr.
For Fr. Frank McMahon by Jeffrey Larson
For Cameron Howard, by Jane and Peter Howard
For Cleonice Melfi, by Frank and Rosa Cannella
For Fr. Frank McMahon by Jeffrey Larson

A Directive from Bishop Christopher J. Coyne

Effective Friday, March 20, all regularly scheduled public celebrations of the
Catholic Mass, sacraments and devotions are suspended until further notice. Priests of
DIOROMAN CATHOLIC. the Diocese of Burlington will continue to celebrate Mass privately for the intentions of

T ‘ their community and the Church. Baptisms, funerals and weddings may take place but
will be strictly limited in attendance to immediate family members.

I have taken this course of action following the advice of local public officials and the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) guidelines to limit gatherings to 10 people. While this is a difficult time for the faithful, we
must all do our part to ensure the health and well-being of the larger community by helping prevent the spread
of COVID-19. We will continue to monitor the situation and make changes as necessary.

Plans are moving forward to filive-streamO a local celebration of the Mass daily beginning with this Sun-
day, March 22 at 10 AM. Please check the Diocesan website at https://www.vermontcatholic.org/covid-
19/ for all TV Mass options, resources to keep Sunday Holy and the latest updates.

Resources for those unable to attend Mass:

Watch TV Mass if you are not able to attend:

1. Diocese of Burlington: Sundays live at 6 a.m. on WCAX
https://www.vermontcatholic.org/news/communication/tv-mass/

2. To watch Catholic TV (Boston) — Daily Mass On-line
http://www.catholictv.org/masses/catholictv-mass

3. To watch Catholic TV (Boston) — Notre Dame Sunday Mass On-line
http://www.catholictv.org/masses/notre-dame-mass

4. To watch Daily Mass on EWTN

https://video.ewtn.com/daily-mass/

Prayer for Making a Spiritual Communion

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most holy Eucharist. I love you above all things, and I de-
sire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least
spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you.
Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.

A private Mass wil/l be said for your

To receive our bulletin via email please email us at olmercy@myfairpoint.net or call the Rectory
at 802-387-5861.

Please refer to our website, https://ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/ for information regard-
U Online Giving ~ ing online giving, so that you may continue to support our church during this difficult time.
Now online giving is easier than ever. Give online through our parish website or from the app.
To get the online Giving app, go to OLGApp.com. Register the app with our organization ID#1345.

www.ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org

n


https://www.vermontcatholic.org/covid-19/
https://www.vermontcatholic.org/covid-19/
https://www.vermontcatholic.org/news/communication/tv-mass/
http://www.catholictv.org/masses/catholictv-mass
http://www.catholictv.org/masses/catholictv-mass
http://www.catholictv.org/masses/notre-dame-mass
http://www.catholictv.org/masses/notre-dame-mass
https://video.ewtn.com/daily-mass/
https://video.ewtn.com/daily-mass/
https://ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/

1. AUGUSTINE: Pope Francis Speaks to Families

You H ave a Future Mothers and Fathers
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Perhaps mothers, ready to sacrifice so much for their
AEVERY SAINT has a past and every sinner has a children and often for others as well, ought to be lis-

future.0 This was Oscar Wilde® observation. Wherever tened to more. We should understand more about their
you are in your journey, wherever you have been and daily struggle to be efficient at work and attentive and
whatever you have done, the lives of saints such as Au- affectionate in the family; we should better grasp what
gustine remind us that God never gives up on us—even if they aspire to in order to express the best and most
at times we give up on ourselves or give up on him. authentic fruits of their emancipation. A mother with

Augustine had given himself over to just about her children always has problems, always work. I re-
every pleasure and ambition that this world has to offer, member there were five of us children at home, and

but they all left him dissatisfied. His own words sum up
his journey and his destination in a single line: AOur
hearts are restless Lord, until they rest on you.0

We all have restless hearts. How often have we
fallen into the trap of thinking the things of this world are
more important than they are? How often have we mistak-
enly believed that certain things, pleasures, or experiences
would make us happy for longer than they did? We have

while one was doing one thing, the other wanted to do
another, and our poor mama went back and forth from
one® side to another, but she was happy. She gave us
so much.

Mothers are the strongest antidote to the
spread of self-centered individualism. fIndividual®
means fiwhat cannot be divided.0 Mothers, instead,

all made these mistakes, and yet God waits for us like a fdivided themselves, from the moment they bear a
patient father. child to give him to the world and help him grow.
Throughout the Bible we read powerful stories —General Audience, Paul VI Hall, January 7, 2015

imbued with relentless invitations to turn back to God.
Most of us have not abandoned him altogether, but we
have abandoned him in one area of our lives. In what areca
of your life have you abandoned God? And why? Does
some area of your life seem hopeless? Have you tried time | READINGS FOR THE WEEK

and time again to turn back to him in that area and failed? | Monday: Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b; Jn 4:43-54
Are you ashamed of that aspect of your life? Or is there | Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16

something else in your past that is holding you back? Wednesday: Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Ps 40:7-11; Heb 10:4-10;
Augustine and so many of the saints are great bea- Lk 1:26-38

cons of hope for ordinary people like you and me. I look | Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47

at Augustine and draw hope and strength from his story. I | Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-21, 23;

think to myself, Alf he can turn it all around, surely God Jn7:1-2, 10, 25-30

will work with me to turn my life around.0 Saturday:  Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12; Jn 7:40-53
Yes, there may have been times in our lives when | Sunday: Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11;

we tried with all our might to overcome a self-destructive Jn 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45]

habit and failed. Maybe we weren@ ready, our hearts

weren@ really in it, or it just wasn& time. CHARITY
Today is a new day, and every moment is a If you truly want to help the soul of your neighbor,

chance to turn it all around. Imagine that moment when | you should approach God first with all your heart. Ask
Augustine finally surrendered. Weary of the world® bro- | him simply to fill you with charity, the greatest of all vir-
ken promises, empty in his heart and his soul, he finally | tues; with it you can accomplish what you desire.—st. vincent
turned to God. In that moment Augustine turned his whole | "™

life around. He probably didn& recognize how significant | FILL US

it was, and he couldn& have done it without God& help, Open wide the windows of our spirits and fill us full
but that was an amazing moment. of light; open wide the door of our hearts, that we may
We all have moments like that in our lives— | receive and entertain Thee with all our powers of adora-

perhaps not as dramatic as Augustines, but we all haye | 1OM Chrisina Rosseu

turn_ing points. Do you need one now? This might be th.e The LorDp is my shepherd; I shallnotwant. 8 P s al m
beginning of a new season of grace in your life. I hope it 23 1 ’ )
is. I pray it is. And somehow, somewhere, Augustine is :

hoping and praying for you too. He has experienced the LOVING FATHER,
discouragement and emptiness of the world and he has Help us to know deep in our hearts that you are ready
experienced God's incredible love, and he longs for you to to remove today whatever obstacles we have placed
experience it too, now more than ever before. between ourselves and you in the past. Open our

hearts, minds, and souls to see the future you have
imagined for us, and give us the courage to embrace
your plans even when we feel inadequate and insecure.
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