
WELCOME 
If you are alienated or upset, we welcome you lovingly. 

If you are in need of forgiveness, Jesus forgives you completely—with unconditional love. 

If you have been hurt by the Church, we are truly sorry. 

If you are angry, Jesus offers you peace. 

If life has become burdensome, we are here to support you. 

We are happy you are here and want you to stay. 

We would like to share our lives with you. 

Come join us each week so we can worship God together. 
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Parish Staff 

 

Rev. Richard T. Conway–Pastor 
rtconway@comcast.net 

 

Irene Bonner – Business Manager 
ibonner@comcast.net 

 

Susan Hurton–Faith Formation Director 

shurton.srb@gmail.com 

 

Joe Galluzzo – RCIA Coordinator 
joe.galluzzo@comcast.net; 978-314-3404  

 

Yvonne Gobis – Liturgical Music Coordinator 
ygobis@comcast.net; 603-458-7291 

 

Karen Bailey – Communications Coordinator 
kbailey07@comcast.net 

 

Laura Szekely – Funeral Ministry 
lcszekely@gmail.com 

Weekend Mass Schedule 

 

Saturday 4:00 pm 

Sunday at 10:00 am 

 

Weekdays as announced 

 

 

Parish Office 

 

978-683-8922 

Fax: 978-689-8878 

 

Office Hours:   

Tuesday-Thursday  

9:30 am to 4:00 pm 

(closed from noon-1:00 pm) 

Marriage 
Please contact the Parish Office at least six months in advance. Participation in both a parish and a dioce-

san preparation is required of all couples. 

RCIA 
Adults interested in baptism or joining the Catholic Church should contact Joe Galluzzo at 978-314-3404  

or joe.galluzzo@comcast.net. 

Anointing & Pastoral Care of  the Sick 
Please contact the Parish Office when a parishioner is seriously ill or goes into the hospital. Staff and 

Communion Ministers bring communion to those who are infirm. Sacrament of the Sick is celebrated com-

munally in the spring and the fall. 

Baptism 
Celebrated regularly at Sunday Eucharist. Mandatory parent preparation sessions are held at church eve-

ry other month. Please contact the Parish Office four months prior to the intended Baptism date. 
 

A Stewardship Parish 
 

Building a Catholic community of commitment, passion and love 

Celebrating our faith through dynamic liturgy and a rich sacramental life 

Welcoming all into the warmth of our parish family 

Sharing the gifts God entrusted to us 

Striving to learn, live and share our faith 
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DECEMBER 15, 2019 

FROM FATHER RICK 

Dear Friends, 

 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE  

Tuesday at 5:30 pm, Wednesday at 6:00 pm, and Thursday at 12:10 pm. 
 

ADVENT – SEASON OF HOPE 

Following up on the theme of Hope, which I spoke of last weekend and which is a hallmark of Ad-
vent, Sr. Joan Chittister, OSB, in her daily email spoke eloquently of it last Monday. I quote here 
something worthy of all our reflection and prayer: 
 

 “Hope reminds us that there is nothing in life we have not faced that we did not, through God’s 
gifts and graces—however unrecognized at the time—survive. Hope is the recall of good in the past, 
on which we base our expectation of good in the future, however bad the present. It digs in the rub-
ble of the heart for memory of God’s promise to bring good out of evil and joy out of sadness and, 
on the basis of those memories of the past, takes new hope for the future. Even in the face of death. 
Even in the fear of loss. Even when our own private little worlds go to dust, as sooner or later, they 
always do. Or as former Czech president Vaclav Havel put it: “Hope is definitely not the same thing 
as optimism. It is not the conviction that something will turn out well but the certainty that some-
thing makes sense, regardless of how it turns out.” 
 

FROM POPE FRANCIS 

Pope at Mass: Today the Church praises “littleness” 

 

The Spirit of God can only germinate in a humble heart, Pope Francis says in his homily at the daily 
Mass. The Holy Father says that God’s revelation always begins with “littleness,” implying trust in 
God rather than being closed in one oneself. 
 

In his homily at the daily Mass in Casa Santa Marta, Pope Francis said the day’s liturgy “speaks 
about little things; we could say that today is the day of littleness.” The first Reading, taken from the 
book of the Prophet Isaiah begins with the announcement, “On that day, a shoot shall sprout from 
the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom. The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon 
him…” 

  

“The Word of God sings the praises of what is small.” the Pope said, “and makes a promise: the 
promise of a shoot that will sprout. And what is smaller than a sprout?” And yet “the Spirit of the 
Lord shall rest upon Him.” Pope Francis explained: 

 

“Redemption, revelation, the presence of God in the world begins like this, and is always like this. The revela-
tion of God is made in smallness. Smallness, both humility and so many other things, but in smallness. The 
great seem powerful — let us think of Jesus in the desert, [and] how Satan appears powerful, the master of the 
whole world: “I will give you everything, if you…” The things of God, on the other hand, begin by sprouting, 
from a seed, little things. And Jesus speaks about this smallness in the Gospel.” 

 

Make yourself small so that the Kingdom of God might sprout 
Jesus rejoices and thanks the Father because He has made known His revelation to the little ones,  
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rather than to the mighty. Pope Francis noted that at Christmas, “We will all go to the Nativity sce-
ne, where the littleness of God” is present. And he said forcefully: 

 

In a Christian community where the faithful, the priests, the bishops do not take this path of littleness, there is 
no future, it will collapse. We have seen it in the great projects of history: Christians who seek to impose them-
selves, with force, with greatness, the conquests… But the Kingdom of God sprouts in the small thing, always 
in what is small, the small seed, the seed of life. But the seed by itself can do [nothing]. And there is another 
reality that helps and that gives strength: “On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from 
his roots a bud shall blossom. The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him.” 

 

The Spirit cannot enter into a proud heart 
“The Spirit chooses the small, always,” the Pope said, “because He cannot enter into the great, the 
proud, the self-sufficient”. The Lord reveals Himself to hearts that are small. Pope Francis gave the 
example of those who study religion, saying that true theology does not mean simply knowing a lot 
of facts; people like that, he said, could be called “encyclopedists” of theology: “They know every-
thing, but they are incapable of doing theology because theology is done ‘on one’s knees’, making 
ourselves small.” 

 

Similarly, the Pope said that a pastor, “whether he be a priest, bishop, pope, cardinal, whoever he 
might be, if he does not make himself small, is not a [true] pastor,” but rather an office manager. 
This is true of everyone, he said, “from those who have a function that seems more important within 
the Church, to the poor old lady who performs works of charity in secret.” 

 

Christian smallness does not mean being fainthearted 
Pope Francis then anticipates an objection that might be made: that “littleness” might lead to faint-
heartedness—that is, being closed in oneself—or to fear. On the contrary, he said, “littleness is 
great.” precisely because it is not afraid to take risks, since it “has nothing to lose.” He explained 
that “littleness” leads to magnanimity, because it allows us to go beyond ourselves, knowing that 
God is the reason for greatness. 
  

The Pope then turned to St. Thomas Aquinas, who, in the Summa, explains how Christians, though 
they recognize their own littleness, must behave in the face of the challenges of the world, so as not 
to live as cowards. He summarizes St. Thomas as saying, “Don’t be afraid of great things”—and 
notes that the Saint of the Day, St Francis Xavier, shows us the same thing. 

 

“Don’t be afraid, go forward; but at the same time, take into account the smallest things, this is divine”. A 
Christian always starts from smallness. If in my prayer I feel that I am small, with my limits, my sins, like 
that publican who prayed at the back of the Church, ashamed, [saying] “Have mercy on me, a sinner”, you 
will go forward. But if you believe that you are a good Christian, you will pray like that Pharisee who did not 
go forth justified: “I give you thanks, O God, because I am great”. No, we thank God because we are small. 

 

The concreteness of children’s confessions 
Pope Francis concluded his homily by saying how much he likes to hear the confessions, especially 
those of children. Their confessions, he said, are very beautiful, because they talk about concrete 
facts. So, for example, a child might confess, “I said this word”—and then repeat it for you. The 
Pope described this as “the concreteness of that which is small.” This can be an example of how we 
should approach God: “Lord I am a sinner because I have done this, this, this, this… This is my mis-
ery, my littleness. But send your Spirit so that I might not be afraid of great things, not be afraid of 
you doing great things in my life.” By Vatican News  
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ANDOVER/TEWKSBURY 

And because it’s never too early to plan... 

UPCOMING ADVENT EVENTS 

 

Rectory Open House 

On this Sunday, December 15, we will hold our annual Rectory Open House from after the 10:00 
Mass (around 11:30). Join us for what has become a fun afternoon and a parish tradition. 
 

Blessing of Expectant Mothers & Fathers 

On the Fourth Sunday of Advent (December 21/22)—next weekend!—we will bless any pregnant 
mothers and fathers who are present. If you know of a woman or couple or man who would benefit 
from or enjoy this blessing, please invite them to join us for Mass on the fourth weekend of Advent. 
 

LATE ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SEASON SCHEDULE 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent (December 21/22) 

 

Blessing of Expectant Parents at all Masses 

Saturday at 4:00 pm; Sunday at 10:00 am 

             

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord  

 

Christmas Eve—Tuesday, December 24 
4:00 pm 

(Mass begins when Church is full) 

 

6:00 pm 

 

Christmas Day—Wednesday, December 25 
12:00 am Midnight: Adult Choir 

10:00 am 

 

Feast of the Holy Family 
Saturday, December 28, 4:00 pm; Sunday, December 29, 10:00 am 

 

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 
Tuesday, December 31, 2019—5:30 pm 
Wednesday, January 1, 2020—10:00 am 

 

Solemnity of the Epiphany 
Saturday, January 4, 4:00 pm; Sunday, January 5, 10:00 am 

 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
Saturday, January 11, 4:00 pm; Sunday, January 12, 10:00 am 

 
I wish you a happy and restorative Sunday!! 

 

Pray for our Country, our Leaders, and our Parish Community! 
Fr. Rick          
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Stewardship Reflection 

 
“You too must be patient. Make your hearts firm, 

because the coming of the Lord is at hand.”  
(James 5:8) 

 
Patience is another one of those things many of 
us struggle with. We want things to go accord-
ing to our plan and our schedule. Any change 
brings anxiety and fear. Through daily prayer 
we better align ourselves with God’s will and 
His plan, which is far better than anything we 
can come up with on our own. 

  Prayers requested for 

  

Regina O’Brien,  
wife of Tom O’Brien 

“Brothers and sisters: 

Rejoice in the Lord  

always. I shall say it 

again: rejoice!...The 

Lord is near.” 

 

Celebrating Marriage 

 Layla Delaney and Billy Cash 
  

We thank You, O God, for the love You have  
 implanted in our hearts. 
May it always inspire us to be kind in our words,  
 considerate of feelings, and concerned  
 for each other’s needs and wishes. 
Help us to be understanding and forgiving  
 of human weaknesses and failings. 
Increase our faith and trust in You and may  
 Your prudence guide our life and love. 
Bless our marriage, O God, with peace and  
 happiness, and make our Love fruitful  
 for Your glory and our joy both here and  
 in eternity. 

 

Christmas Collection 2019 
Once again, this year’s collection at Christmas 
will benefit the Clergy Health and Retirement 
Trust, which helps care for the needs of our 
priests. Our priests are always there for us; 
they share Christ’s Good News, perform good 
works, and build communities of good faith. 
Your support helps care for their health and 
well-being in retirement. You can learn more 
about the Clergy Health and Retirement Trust 
and make a gift online at clergytrust.org. Fol-
low us on Facebook at @ClergyTrust. Thank 
you in advance for your prayers and support. 

Parish Community  
Prayer Intentions 

   

At our parishionersô request or with permission, 
we list those who are sick or in the hospital and 
wish to be remembered in our prayers: 

  
  

The names in the Parish Community Prayer 
Intention list are not included in the web ver-
sion of the bulletin in order to maintain the pri-
vacy of those individuals. 
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Readings for the week of December 15, 2019 
 
Sunday:   Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10; 
  Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11  
Monday:   Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab,  
  6 and 7bc, 8-9; Mt 21:23-27 
Tuesday:   Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 
  17; Mt 1:1-17 
Wednesday:   Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;  
  Mt 1:18-25 
Thursday:   Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a,  
  5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25 
Friday:   Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6;  
  Lk 1:26-38 
Saturday:   Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a;  
  Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45 
Next Sunday:  Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6;  
  Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24  

Tuesday, December 17 
Late Advent Weekday 
  
5:30 pm:  Marilyn Caron 

Wednesday, December 18 
Late Advent Weekday 
  

6:00 pm:  Grace Coco 

 

Question of the Week:  
Third Sunday of Advent 

  

Theme: God’s kingdom is close - it is Jesus. 
 

Breaking Open the Word 
Suggested text for faith sharing: Today’s 1st 
Reading from Isaiah 

 

Step One: Listen to the Word 
As you hear this familiar story, what words or 
phrases in it strike you? What in this reading 
touches your heart? 

 

Step Two: Look into Your Life 
Question for Children: Why is Christmas such 
a time of happiness for people? 

 

Question for Youth: God speaks to you every 
day: Isaiah tells us our ears and eyes will be 
opened in Christ to hear God’s voice. What do 
you hear God saying to you? 

 

Question for Adults: What is there in this 
promise from the Prophet Isaiah that gives you 
hope? How have you seen this promise ful-
filled in Christ? 

Sunday, December 22 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Blessing of Expectant Parents 
  

10:00 am:  Don and Dorie Sheehan 

Saturday, December 21 
Vigil, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Blessing of Expectant Parents 
  

4:00 pm:  Irene Anderson 

What to Expect When You’re Expecting?  
A Blessing! 

  

Are you or a friend or relative expecting? Next weekend, 
as we reflect on Maryôs pregnancy, please join us to re-
ceive a special blessing. All are welcome. See Fr. Rickôs 
column for more information. 

Sunday, December 15 
Third Sunday of Advent 
Bambinelli Sunday 
  

10:00 am:  Eric Begg 

 

Saturday, December 14 
Vigil, Third Sunday of Advent 
Bambinelli Sunday 
  

4:00 pm:  Al Davidson 

 

 

 
 

Wednesday, December 18 
Late Advent Weekday 
  

12:10 pm:  Anthony Malvarosa 
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In Service  
2nd Lt. Luke Beaulieu, USA, Lt. William E. Conway, USN, SN Madalina Yvonne Southworth, USN, SFODA 1324 
Detachment, 2nd Lt. Hannah Jean Kuegler, USA, BM2 Stuart Bangs, USCG, Sean Hodgdon, USAF, Cpl Chris 
Carey, USMC, SFC John B. Nicholas, USA, SGT Jean-Paul Fitzpatrick, USA, SGT Vincent Amasula, USA, CDR 
Paul Giguere, USN, 1st Lt. Stephen Draheim, USA, Col. James Coffey, USAF, Lyle Shackelford, Pvt. Alexander 
Sabu, USA, Genôl. R. Steve Whitcomb, USA, Col. Brian P. Bedell, USA, Capt. Lauren Whitcomb, USA, BG Pat-
rick J. Donahue, USA, BG Brian P. Donahue, USA, Cpt. Michael McGaffigan, USA, Lt. Jesse Salisbury, USA F, 
Commander Kevin B. OôBrien, USN, Miko Belonia, Maj. Tony Hoffman, USA, Maj. Ross Coffman, USA, Maj. 
Garth Howe, USA, Chief Warrant Officer II Michael Morris, USA, Captain Matthew Mancini, USA, Sgt. Ellen Barnes 
OôConnor, USA, Pvt. Adam James Mazza, USA, Pvt. Joseph D. Gagnon, USM 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry  
needs more helping hands! 

 

Not sure what your schedule will allow? 
No worries! There is no ongoing commit-
ment required and even one shawl is a 
welcome addition to support this im-
portant comfort ministry. The shawls can 
be made at home at your own pace, and 
we can help with patterns and prayers.  
 

Reach out to Jan Fay 
at steve.fay@verizon.net  

with questions or to get started. 

 

Red Cross Community Blood Drive 
This Tuesday, December 17 
1:30-7:00 pm, Driscoll Hall 

#ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 3ÔȢ 2ÏÂÅÒÔȭÓ +ÎÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÆ #ÏÌÕÍÂÕÓȢ 

Liturgical Ministers This Weekend 

  

Saturday, December 14, 4:00 pm Mass 
Presider: Fr. Rick; Greeter: Regina Hoell; Lector: Phil 
Giguere; Cantor: Melissa Glaister; Server: Bill Sullivan 

  

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Frank Cop-
pola, Catherine Eames, Jan Fay, Rod Houde, Kim Mil-
lien, Lynda O'Brien  
   
Sunday, December 15, 10:00 am Mass 
Presider: Fr. Rick; Greeter: Grace Bouvier; Lectors: Tom 
Ciaccia and Joanne Nowak; Cantors: Ann Vander-
Maelen, Rachel Gealow, and Alexandra Hazelwood; 
Server: Tom Cuff; Childrenôs Liturgy: Mary Gealow 

  
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Cheryl 
Amey, Tom Atkins, Grace Bouvier, Carol Capone, Carol 
DiStefano, Marian Magnan, Mary Jo O'Brien  

The Saint Robert's Knights extend their sincere  thanks 
to  Father Rick and the Saint Robert's community for 
their very generous support of the recent Coats for Kids 
drive. We are happy to report that cash contributions 
and proceeds from ñTrivia Knightò exceeded $1,000, 
which enabled us to purchase three dozen new winter 
coats for children in the Merrimack Valley. The coats 
were evenly divided and delivered to Catholic Charities 
Merrimack Valley and Catie's Closet, a school based 
resource program that provides clothing on a discreet, 
individual basis to elementary and high school students. 

From the Knights 
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Saint of the week: Juan Diego, Farmer, 1474-1548 

  

Juan Diego was a poor Aztec Indian and devout Christian who lived in the Mexican village of Tolpetlac. Juan and his wife were 
childless and, after she died, his only companion was an old uncle who had raised him. Juan had little want for anything but the few 
vegetables which grew on his small farm. On Saturdays and Sundays, he would start out before dawn for a larger village a few 
miles away where the Franciscan priest would say Mass for him and the other peasants who came from nearby villages. 

  

En route to Mass on the Sunday following the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, (December 8), Juan followed his usual route 
which took him over Tepeyac Hill. As he approached the top of this hill, Juan heard beautiful music and, the sounds of birds, alt-
hough on this cold, wintry day, there were no birds around. Juan then heard a voice calling him by name. When he looked up, Juan 
saw a beautiful lady wearing a sky-blue veil and a dress the color of roses. Juan recognized at once that this was Mary, the Mother 
of God. Mary told Juan that she had a special errand for him. He was to go to the bishop of Mexico City and tell him that she want-
ed a chapel built on this hill for all who seek her aid. Juan immediately set off for Mexico City and, after waiting many hours, was 
allowed to see the bishop. He relayed Maryôs request to the skeptical bishop, then left to return to his village, downcast because he 
had failed to convince the bishop that Mary had indeed spoken to him. 

  

As he came by Tepeyac Hill on his way home, once again Our Lady appeared to Juan. He protested that he was not worthy to car-
ry out her mission, but Mary told him to return to the bishop the next day and repeat the request. So Juan again went to Mexico City 
and told his story to the bishop. This time, the bishop found it difficult to believe that this simple man could be making up such a 
tale.  But, to be sure, he asked Juan for a sign that this was really a request from the Mother of God. 

  

Juan returned to the hill and told Mary of the bishopôs request. Mary told Juan to return the next morning for a sign. But when Juan 
returned to his village, he learned that his uncle was suffering from a high fever. Juan spent all night and the next day with his un-
cle, but his uncleôs condition did not improve. Indeed, Juan thought that his uncle would soon die. Leaving his uncle in the care of a 
neighbor, Juan set out for the Franciscan mission to have one of the priests bring the last sacraments to the dying man. When he 
reached the foot of Tepeyac Hill, Juan decided to avoid another meeting and so took a winding path around the hill. But as he was 
rounding the hill, Juan saw the Blessed Mother coming toward him. Standing in front of him, she asked him why he was taking this 
route. Juan, in tears, told her of his uncleôs illness and how he had to bring a priest. 

  

Mary smiled in understanding, but told Juan not to worry, that his uncle was already cured and strong. She told Juan to go to the 
top of the hill and gather an armful of roses. Juan set off on this heavenly task knowing that he would find the flowers. (Roses did 
not bloom in Mexico in December and certainly not on that hill which was covered in cactus.) He gathered as many of the roses as 
he could carry and took them to the Lady. She, in turn, told him to bring the roses to the bishop, assuring him that, this time, he 
would be believed. 

  

Juan put the roses in his tilma (a woolen cloak) and set off to see the bishop. When he unwrapped the roses from the tilma, they 
fell to the floor as fresh with the morning dew as when they were picked. But this was not what caught the bishopôs attention. On 
Juanôs tilma was the image of Our Lady just as Juan had seen her on the hill. 

  

When Juan, anxious to see his uncle, finally returned to his village, the old man and the other villagers came out to greet him. His 
uncle told him that his fever had mysteriously gone away and that the Blessed Mother had then appeared to him and told him of 
Juanôs errand. She also told Juanôs uncle that, henceforth, she was to be known as Holy Mary of Guadalupe, Ever-Virgin. 
  

When the chapel was built, Juan Diego was assigned by the bishop to guard it. His tilma was displayed there in a place of honor, 
where it remains to this day. A magnificent basilica now stands on the spot where the chapel was first built. After more than 400 
years, the garment, with its vision of our Lady of Guadalupe, is as fresh and unmarred as it was on the day the bishop first saw it. 
  

Pope John Paul II canonized this saint on July 31, 2002 at the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Saint Juan Diego is honored by 
the Church with a memorial on December 9, the date of his first vision. 
  
Juanõs message today: Although Juan was a man of very simple means, he was not afraid to speak to the bishop when embold-
ened by Maryôs request. Our faith can help us to speak boldly as well, whether it be in the name of justice or simply to help some-
one in need. 
  

Y Who or what needs your boldly spoken words right now? 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

  
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 7:10-14 
  

The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying: Ask for a sign from the LORD, your God; let it be deep as the 
netherworld, or high as the sky! But Ahaz answered, “I will not ask! I will not tempt the LORD!” 
Then Isaiah said: Listen, O house of David! Is it not enough for you to weary people, must you also 
weary my God? Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: the virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel. 
  
A reading from the beginning of the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 1:1-7 
  

Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God, which he 
promised previously through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, the gospel about his Son, de-
scended from David according to the flesh, but established as Son of God in power according to the 
Spirit of holiness through resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him we have 
received the grace of apostleship, to bring about the obedience of faith, for the sake of his name, 
among all the Gentiles, among whom are you also, who are called to belong to Jesus Christ; to all 
the beloved of God in Rome, called to be holy. Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 1:18-24 
  

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, 
but before they lived together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. Joseph her hus-
band, since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her 
quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is 
through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are to 
name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what 
the Lord had said through the prophet: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall name him Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke, he did as the an-
gel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his home. 
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this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, record-
ing, or by an information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 

 Does your family celebrate the 
tradition of sharing oplatek, or 
Christmas wafer? They will be 
blessed and available this week-
end and next. Remember to pick 
one up on your way out! 


