Points to Ponder
From Pope Francis

On Following Christ
Sunday
“Christ opened the path to us. He is like a roped guide climbing a mountain who, on reaching the
summit, pulls us up to him and leads us to God. If we entrust our life to him, if we let ourselves be
guided by him, we are certain to be in safe hands, in the hands of our Savior, of our advocate.”
Monday
“Following and accompanying Christ, staying with him, demands ‘coming out of ourselves’… out of a
dreary way of living faith that has become a habit, out of temptation to withdraw into our own plans
which end by shutting out God’s creative action.”

On the Christian Life
Tuesday
“How does Joseph respond to his calling to be the protector of Mary, Jesus and the Church? By being
constantly attentive to God, open to the signs of God’s presence and receptive to God’s plans, and not
simply to his own. … In him, dear friends, we learn how to respond to God’s call, readily and willingly,
but we also see the core of the Christian vocation, which is Christ! Let us protect Christ in our lives, so
that we can protect others, so that we can protect creation!”
Wednesday
“Being Christian is not just obeying orders but means being in Christ, thinking like him, acting like him,
loving like him; it means letting him take possession of our life and change it, transform it and free it
from the darkness of evil and sin. … Let us show the joy of being children of God, the freedom that living
in Christ gives us which is true freedom, the freedom that saves us from the slavery of evil, of sin and of
death!”
Thursday
“In this period of crisis, today, it is important not to turn in on ourselves, burying our own talent, our
spiritual, intellectual, and material riches, everything that the Lord has given us, but rather to open
ourselves, to be supportive, to be attentive to others. … Set your stakes on great ideals, the ideals that
enlarge the heart, the ideals of service that make your talents fruitful. Life is not given to us to be
jealously guarded for ourselves but is given to us so that we may give it in turn.”

On Evangelization

Friday
“To be sure, the testimony of faith comes in very many forms. Just as in a great fresco, there is a variety
of colors and shades, yet they are all important, even those which do not stand out. In God’s great plan,
every detail is important, even yours, even my humble little witness, even the hidden witness of those
who live their faith with simplicity in everyday family relationships, work relationships, friendships. … Let
us all remember this: one cannot proclaim the Gospel of Jesus without the tangible witness of one’s life.
Those who listen to us and observe us must be able to see in our actions what they hear from our lips,
and so give glory to God!”

Saturday
“May you also be true evangelizers! May your initiatives be ‘bridges,” means of bringing others to Christ,
so as to journey together with him. And in this spirit may you always be attentive to charity. Each
individual Christian and every community is missionary to the extent that they bring to others and live
the Gospel, and testify to God’s love for all, especially those experiencing difficulties.”

