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hard for lawmakers to get a
lot done,” Tebbe said.
“Knowing that reality, I had
fairly low expectations for
significant progress. Yet
despite the short session,
some fairly significant and
positive legislation passed.”

Tebbe said he was very
pleased with the quick
action lawmakers took to
correct the “Dreamers” pro-
fessional licensing dilemma. 

“Dreamers” are partici-
pants in the federal program
of Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals (DACA). 

As a result of a 2011 bill
passed by the Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly, which predat-
ed DACA, “Dreamers” were
shut out of getting profes-
sional licenses in Indiana. 

“Sometimes the immigra-
tion issue can become parti-
san, but this year, lawmakers
took quick, bipartisan action
to restore professional licens-
ing for young ‘Dreamers,’”
Tebbe said.

In all his years of working
in the Statehouse, Tebbe
noted, he has seldom seen
such resolve and success in
fixing a problem.

Indiana lawmakers
passed the “Dreamers” pro-
fessional licensing proposal,
Senate Bill 419, which
restores access to profession-
al licenses for roughly 9,800

Hoosier DACA participants
for up to 70 professional
license categories. 

“The bill will have a posi-
tive impact not only on those
individuals directly affected
by the licensing, but for their
entire families,” Tebbe said.
“Employers will also benefit
because they will be able to
retain or hire those who
maintain the proper licens-
ing.”

Lower-income Hoosiers
will benefit in two ways
from legislative action that
the ICC worked on this year. 

The ICC advocated for an
expansion in Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP) benefits for
persons with a former drug
felony conviction.  

State lawmakers passed
the proposal, Senate Bill 11,
which removes the perma-
nent ban from food assis-
tance under SNAP for con-
victed drug felons, as long as
they follow certain release
guidelines.  

“Individuals, after serving

their sentence and release
from jail or prison, have
many obstacles when rejoin-
ing the community,” Tebbe
said. “Persons who have
paid their debt and are
attempting to rectify past
mistakes should be given the
opportunity to prove them-
selves and be eligible for
support and programs that
can assist them and affirm
their human dignity.”

To prevent exploitation of
the poor, the ICC also
worked to stop an expansion
of payday loan practices in
Indiana. 

The proposal, House Bill
1319, which failed to pass in
the Senate, would have cre-
ated a new class of payday
loans, with annual interest
rates more than triple what
Indiana law currently con-
siders felony loan sharking. 

Testimony earlier in the
legislative session indicated
that such high-interest loan
products keep people
trapped in a debt cycle. 

The House passed the bill,

but it was stopped in the
Senate when lawmakers did
not give the bill a hearing. 

Tebbe said community
development organizations,
nonprofits and many
churches are working
together to help low-income
persons meet day-to-day
needs, and teach them long-
term, constructive ways to
budget, save money and
build credit so they can
emerge out of poverty.

The ICC also advocated
for several proposals to pro-
tect the sanctity of life of the
unborn and protect and
inform mothers considering
abortion.  

Senate Bill 340, which
passed both houses, will
update Indiana’s abortion
regulations to require annual
inspections of abortion cen-
ters and add distinct require-
ments for surgical and chem-
ical abortions. 

Tebbe said that due to the
increase of chemical abor-
tions and complications aris-
ing from them, and as more
and more drugs come from
Internet purchases, doctors
and emergency centers will
now be required to report
these complications to the
Indiana State Department of
Health (ISDH). 

Information about Indi-
ana’s Safe Haven law also
will be included in the
informed consent brochure

and on the ISDH Web site so
that women are aware of the
ways they can give up their
baby anonymously after
birth should the mother be
unable to provide care. 

In the same proposal,
Indiana’s Safe Haven law
was expanded by allowing
newborn safety devices,
commonly referred to as
“baby boxes,” to be installed
at fire stations that are
staffed by emergency med-
ical providers at all times.
The boxes themselves must
be located in conspicuous
areas visible to the staff and
have dual alarm systems
tested at least monthly.

An Indiana law regarding
death of an unborn child
also was changed. 

Current law provides that
should an unborn child be
killed during an attack on
his or her mother, the sen-
tence for the crime would
include the unborn child, if
he or she had reached viabil-
ity. 

The law passed this year
will allow an enhancement
of the sentence for an unborn
child at any stage of devel-
opment, affirming life at
conception.

For a full listing and more
details about what hap-
pened to ICC priority bills
during the regular session,
visit the Web site at
www.indianacc.org.
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ICC priority bills pass in final hours of regular session
At the Statehouse

Special session ahead

Gov. Eric Holcomb has
called for state lawmakers
to return to the State-
house in May for a special
session to complete unfin-
ished business.

Archabbey named 2017 Indiana Tree Farmer of the Year
Around Indiana

ST. MEINRAD — Saint
Meinrad Archabbey was rec-
ognized as the Indiana Tree
Farmer of the Year for 2017
at the recent annual meeting
of the Indiana Hardwood
Lumbermen’s Association in
Indianapolis. 

Michael Gregg, Saint
Meinrad’s consulting
forester, and Father Guy
Mansini, OSB, were on hand
to receive the award on
behalf of the archabbey. 

The American Tree Farm
System, established in 1941,
is the oldest and largest
organization in the United
States promoting steward-
ship of land, water and tim-
ber on family-owned land. 

The system provides the
important service of certify-
ing sustainably grown and
harvested timber. 

In 2013, Saint Meinrad
was recognized as the 10th
50-year-old tree farm in the

state. 
The archabbey’s interest

in good stewardship dates

back to 1923, when it
enrolled in Indiana’s
Classified Forest Pro-
gram, established
under the leadership
of distinguished con-
servationist Charles
Deam. 

Since then, the
archabbey woods
have provided tim-
ber for its own build-
ing projects and,
since 1965, have
helped sustain the
local timber and
woodworking indus-
try with more than 4
million board feet of
lumber. 

In 2006 and 2007,
the archabbey refor-

ested substantial acreage of
old pasture and crop land
with the help of the Ameri-

can Electric Power Co. and
the Wetlands Reserve Pro-
gram of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture. 

Many people have con-
tributed to the archabbey’s
stewardship of its woods,
including Father Bertrand
Gilles, Father Joseph Mort
and Father Kevin Ryan,
monks; past managers of the
property, Pat Clark and John
Wilson; and currently, Andy
Hagedorn and Shawn
Schwindel. 

The help of local district
foresters of the Indiana
Department of Natural
Resources also has been
indispensable — Jim Willis,
Martin Grose, Joe Bruggen-
schmidt and Earl McCleery. 

Information and photo pro-
vided by Saint Meinrad Arch-
abbey.

From left are Shawn Schwindel, Father Guy Mansini, OSB, Andy
Hagedorn and Mike Gregg.
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