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THE CATHOLIC PARISHES 

OF OAKMONT, PLUM & VERONA 

www.opvcatholic.org 

The only official website for our parishes. 

School sites can also be accessed from this website. 

 

CLERGY 

 

Group Email: office@opvcatholic.org 

 

Rev. Kevin G. Poecking 

Priest Administrator 

 

Rev. George Dalton 

Senior Parochial Vicar 

 

Rev. David DeWitt 

Senior Parochial Vicar 

 

Rev. Frederick Gruber 

Parish Chaplain 

 

Deacon Joseph Vannucci 

 

Deacon Timothy Noca 

 

Weekend Mass Times 

 

   Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM  St. Irenaeus 

             4:00 PM  St. John the Baptist 

             5:30 PM  St. Joseph 

             6:00 PM  Our Lady of Joy 

 

   Sunday:   8:00 AM   Our Lady of Joy 

    8:30 AM   St Joseph 

    9:00 AM   St. John the Baptist 

   10:00 AM  Our Lady of Joy 

   11:00 AM  St. Januarius 

   11:00 AM  St. Irenaeus 

   11:30 AM  St. John the Baptist 

    6:00 PM   St. John the Baptist 

 

  Confessions:  Monday 6:00-6:20 PM 

                                                  St . Januarius 

  Wednesday 6:00-6:20 PM 

                                                    St. Irenaeus 

  Saturday 9:30-10:00 AM  

                                        St. John the Baptist 

             -  Or By Appointment  - 

St. Irenaeus, Oakmont 

St. Januarius, St. John the Baptist, Plum 

St. Joseph, Verona, Our Lady of Joy, Plum 

OCTOBER 6, 2019�
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Ron Donatelli 

Christian Initiation 

OPV Parishes 

 

“Place your trust in God, knowing that his grace supplies 

strength to human weakness.” St. Pope John Paul II  

 

The readings today remind us of the importance of faith. 

But faith is often a very misunderstood word. Some think 

for one to have faith they must abandon all logic and  

reason. Others think faith is simply belief in God’s  

existence. Neither of these notions are true. We can say 

many things as to what faith is but there are two which are 

perhaps most important.  

 

The first is that faith is a gift of God. It is a gift freely given 

and freely received. Once received there are also tasks of 

sharing that gift in service to God and others. The Lord 

gives us faith as a personal gift but not a private gift to be 

hoarded for ourselves. Such a faith will wither and die.   

 

Second, faith is a radical confidence and trust in God and 

His love for us. This faith prompts us to draw closer to God 

and to seek a greater understanding of the object of our 

faith. Trust in God is particularly essential when we  

undergo great personal trials and see all the evil, suffering 

and injustice which surround us. Like the prophet  

Habakkuk, we may cry out “How long, O Lord?” Let our 

waiting for the Lord to respond draw us to cling to Him ever 

more closely in faith.  

 

As did the Apostles, may we constantly ask: “Lord,  

increase our faith.” Yet, we must also keep in mind Jesus’ 

response that even a small amount of faith is powerful in 

which God can achieve great things through us. Jesus  

uses the metaphor of a tiny mustard seed of faith to uproot 

a large mulberry tree which has a wide and deep root  

system. Trust in God can do what is seemingly impossible.  

 

But Jesus has something else for us. The need for  

humility. What ever we may do or accomplish through the 

gift of faith is not something for which God owes us  

anything. God is not our debtor or our employer. He is our  

 

Father and He gives us duties and obligations as members 

of the family. Jesus summed up our duties when He said: 

"'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; 

and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.’” Yes, the Lord  

promises to reward our faith but not as a debt to be paid or 

wage due by employer to employee. Rather, as a Father 

who provides His children with undeserved gifts because 

He loves them.  

 

As we ask the Lord to increase our faith, let us look to the 

lives of the saints as our model. Prayer and the  

Sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Eucharist were so 

important to them. The world and the Church are so very 

much in need of saints today. In accepting the gift of faith 

and growing in trust in the Lord and humility, may we  

desire above all else to be a saint!  

 

RCIA 

 

The Lord has blessed us with wonderful candidates and 

sponsors as we began weekly RCIA several weeks ago. I 

know He is inviting more. As the Psalm says if you hear 

the Lord calling harden not your heart! We would love to 

have you join us!  

 

Your Brother in Christ, 

                        Ron Donatelli  
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READING I                                                          HAB 1:2-3; 2:2-4�

 

How long, O LORD?  I cry for help but you do not listen!  I cry out to you, 

"Violence!"  but you do not intervene. Why do you let me see ruin;  why 

must I look at misery? Destruction and violence are before me; there is 

strife, and clamorous discord.  Then the LORD answered me and said: 

Write down the vision clearly upon the tablets,  so that one can read it 

readily. For the vision still has its time, presses on to fulfillment, and will 

not disappoint; if it delays, wait for it, it will surely come, it will not be late. 

The rash one has no integrity; but the just one, because of his faith, shall 

live.  

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                  PS 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 

 

R.  If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

 

Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD; 

 let us acclaim the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

 let us joyfully sing psalms to him. 

 

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

 

Come, let us bow down in worship; 

 let us kneel before the LORD who made us. 

For he is our God, 

 and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides. 

 

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

 

Oh, that today you would hear his voice: 

 "Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 

 as in the day of Massah in the desert, 

Where your fathers tempted me; 

 they tested me though they had seen my works." 

 

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.  

 

READING 2                    2 TM 1:6-8, 13-14   

 

Beloved:  I remind you, to stir into flame the gift of God that you have 

through the imposition of my hands. For God did not give us a spirit of 

cowardice but rather of power and love and self-control. So do not be 

ashamed of your testimony to our Lord, nor of me, a prisoner for his 

sake; but bear your share of hardship for the gospel with the strength 

that comes from God. 

 

Take as your norm the sound words that you heard from me, in the faith 

and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard this rich trust with the help of the 

Holy Spirit that dwells within us.  

 

R. Alleluia, alleluia                                                    1 PT 1:25�

 

The word of the Lord remains forever. This is the word that has 

been proclaimed to you.  

 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

 

GOSPEL                                                                    LK 17:5-10  

 

The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith." The Lord replied, 

"If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you would say to this 

mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey 

you. 

 

 

 

"Who among you would say to your servant 

who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field, 

'Come here immediately and take your place at table'? 

Would he not rather say to him, 'Prepare something for me to eat. Put on 

your apron and wait on me while I eat and drink. You may eat and drink 

when I am finished'? Is he grateful to that servant because he did what 

was commanded? So should it be with you. When you have done all you 

have been commanded, say, 'We are unprofitable servants; we have 

done what we were obliged to do.'"  

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

MARÍA, MODELO Y MAESTRA DE FE (primera parte)… 

 

Nuestra Madre nos enseña a estar totalmente abiertos al querer  

divino, incluso si es misterioso. Tras meditar sobre diversos aspectos 

de la fe a través de la contemplación de la vida de algunas de las 

grandes figuras del Antiguo Testamento —Abraham, Moisés, David y 

Elías—, seguimos recorriendo esta historia de nuestra fe también de 

la mano de los personajes del Nuevo Testamento, donde, con Cristo, 

la Revelación llega a su plenitud y cumplimiento: «En diversos  

momentos y de muchos modos habló Dios en el pasado a nuestros 

padres por medio de los profetas. En estos últimos días nos ha h 

ablado por medio de su Hijo». 

 

*** 

Mirando a María, pidámosle que nos ayude a vivir de fe y reconocer a 

Jesús presente en nuestras vidas: fe en que nada es comparable con 

el Amor de Dios que nos ha sido donado; fe en que no hay imposibles 

para el que trabaja por Cristo y con Él en su Iglesia; fe en que todos 

los hombres pueden convertirse a Dios; fe en que pese a las propias 

miserias y derrotas podemos rehacernos totalmente con su ayuda y la 

de los demás; fe en los medios de santidad que Dios ha puesto en su 

Obra, en el valor sobrenatural del trabajo y de las cosas pequeñas; fe 

en que podemos reconducir este mundo a Dios si vamos siempre de 

su mano.  

 

En definitiva, fe en que Dios pone a cada uno en las mejores  

circunstancias —de salud o de enfermedad, de situación personal, de 

ámbito laboral, etc.— para que lleguemos a ser santos, si  

correspondemos con nuestra lucha diaria. 

 

«Jesucristo pone esta condición: que vivamos de la fe, porque  

después seremos capaces de remover los montes. Y hay tantas  

cosas que remover... en el mundo y, primero, en nuestro corazón. 

¡Tantos obstáculos a la gracia! Fe, pues; fe con obras, fe con  

sacrificio, fe con humildad. Porque la fe nos convierte en criaturas 

omnipotentes: y todo cuanto pidiereis en la oración, como tengáis fe, 

lo alcanzaréis (Mt 21, 22)». Impulsados por la fuerza de la fe, decimos 

a Jesús: «¡Señor, creo! ¡Pero ayúdame, para creer más y mejor!  

 

Y dirigimos también esta plegaria a Santa María, Madre de Dios y 

Madre Nuestra, Maestra de fe: ¡bienaventurada tú, que has creído!, 

porque se cumplirán las cosas que se te han anunciado de parte del 

Señor (Lc 1, 45)». «¡Madre, ayuda nuestra fe!». 

 

Dividiremos este tema en 3 partes que son: 

�� María, icono perfecto de la fe, para el 13 de octubre (segunda 

parte). 

�� María, maestra de fe, para el 20 de octubre (tercera parte). 

�� Cómo imitar la fe de María, para 27 de octubre (cuarta parte). 
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DATE TIME INTENTION/REQUESTER 

CH 

PRIEST 

SATURDAY–Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 10/5 (VIGIL) 4:00 p.m. 

Quentin & Patricia Fischer (Mark & Patty Grabowski) 

Lori Ann Madden  (Dianne Madden & Family) 

SJB BENEDICTINE 

  4:00 p.m. 

John Balocik  (Barbara Alcorn) 

STI DEWITT 

 5:30 p.m. 

Clara & Ed Drabicki  (Daughter) 

SJV DALTON 

  6:00 p.m. 

Carl Piekarski  (Wife, Fran) 

OLOJ BENEDICTINE 

SUNDAY -Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 10/6 8:00 a.m. 

Paul O’Block  (Ed & Patty Neff) 

OLOJ GEORGE, J. 

  8:30 a.m. 

Ladies of Charity 

SJV POECKING 

  9:00 a.m. 

Lucia Sheffler  (Virginia & Richard Leppold) 

Lois Pagano  (Stephanie & Tom Greyshock) 

SJB DALTON 

  10:00 a.m. 

Liz Bachtel  (Marge Rice) 

OLOJ DEWITT 

 11:00 a.m. 

19th Wedding Anniversary of Peggy & John LaBella 

SJAN GRUBER 

  11:00 a.m. 

Estelle C. Sullivan  (Casey & Kyle Reynolds) 

STI POECKING 

 11:30 a.m. 

Ed & Dolores Burns  (Bequest) 

SJB DEWITT 

                                                                6:00 p.m. 

Living & Deceased of the Parishes 

SJB POECKING 

MONDAY - Weekday                                                    10/7 9:00 a.m. 

Joseph Pronio, Sr. (Wife, Dorothy) 

STI POECKING 

  6:30 p.m. 

Christine Beilstein  (Konop Family) 

SJAN DEWITT 

TUESDAY - Weekday                                                    10/8 7:30 a.m. 

Louis J. Pugliese, Jr.  (John & Mary Williamson) 

SJV DEWITT 

  9:00 a.m. 

Mary Haluck  (Husband, Walt) 

OLOJ POECKING 

WEDNESDAY                                     School Mass      10/9 9:00 a.m. 

George Galla  (Family) 

Bob Fedarko  (Deacon Joe & Ginger Vanucci) 

SJB POECKING 

FRIDAY– Weekday                                                       10/11 7:30 a.m. 

Health & Welfare of Pat & Jean Guerriero  (Self) 

SJB DEWITT 

  9:00 a.m. 

John Pazman  (Pazman Family) 

OLOJ POECKING 

  NOON 

Special Intention  (Maureen Ketterer) 

STI DEWITT 

SATURDAY                                                                   10/12 9:00 a.m. 

Nick Zallo  (Family) 

SJB GRUBER 

SATURDAY–Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (VIGIL) 10/12 4:00 p.m. 

Spiritual & Temporal Welfare of Phyllis Agnole  

                                                      (James Agnole, Jr.) 

SJB DEWITT 

  4:00 p.m. 

Paul Hasselberg  (Frank Hartwig) 

STI GRUBER 

 5:30 p.m. 

Mary Maisto  (Al & Mary Jean Maisto) 

SJV GEORGE, J. 

  6:00 p.m. 

Doug Wayner, Jr.  (Jane) 

OLOJ POECKING 

SUNDAY - Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time       10/13 8:00 a.m. 

Terry Hofbauer  (Wife, Loretta) 

OLOJ BENEDICTINE 

  8:30 a.m. 

Leo Leppold  (Family) 

SJV GRUBER 

  9:00 a.m. 

Colleen F. Cieszynski  (Jim, Sherri & Jaime) 

SJB POECKING 

  10:00 a.m. 

Liz Bachtel  (Larry Thomas) 

OLOJ BENEDICTINE 

 11:00 a.m. 

Spiritual & Temporal Welfare Of 

                  Joe & Torianne Merante      (Merante Family)   

SJAN POECKING 

  11:00 a.m. 

Susan Farrell  (Catherine & EJ Ferris) 

STI DEWITT 

 11:30 a.m. 

Joe Caterino  (Tim & Lisa Noca) 

Margaret Colucci  (Don & Ginny Behm) 

SJB GEORGE, J. 

                                                               6:00 p.m. 

Living & Deceased Members of the Parishes 

SJB DEWITT 

                                                             School Mass  9:00 a.m. 

Josephine Wichman  (Scuro Family) 

SJV POECKING 

THURSDAY - Weekday                                                 10/10 7:30 a.m. 

Larry & Jean Keenan  (Larry & Carol Keenan) 

OLOJ GEORGE, J. 

 6:30 p.m. 

Carlisano Family  (Grace Trangle) 

STI DEWITT 

OPV MASS SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS 
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  St. Januarius:       Offertory: $1,601.00        PSP: $154.00 (9/22) 

                                   

  St. Irenaeus:   Offertory: Not yet available  PSP: Not yet available  

 

  St. John the Baptist:  Offertory: $9,850.00      PSP:  $2,822.00 

 

  St. Joseph:                 Offertory: $.4,91200      PSP: $312.00 

 

  Our Lady of Joy:        Offertory: $7,696.00      PSP: $932.00 

 

  TOTALS :      Offertory: $25,266.00     PSP: $.3,750.00    (9/22) 

 

OPV CATHOLIC FINANCIAL REPORT 

�

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

Are you ready for Vacation Bible School?  

 

OPV Catholic Faith Formation will be hosting a weekend program 

from November 2 and November 3 for the whole family!  We will be 

celebrating at St. Januarius Parish!  Our day runs on Saturday from 

4PM-8PM (includes dinner) followed by fellowship around a camp 

fire!  Then we will wrap up the weekend on Sunday with  

programming in the morning and concluding with 11AM Mass.   

 

We will have some family activities 

as well as some adult and kid only 

activities to keep everyone  

entertained as we learn all about 

Peru!   

 

Please contact the Faith Formation 

Office to register, 

reled@opvcatholic.org, or visit 

www.opvcatholic.org to register 

online.  There is no fee; however, 

we will be accepting donations to cover the cost of meals. 

 

 

                                  

�

      $25 Admission               �

Doors open @ 6:00pm                                                  

Early Birds @ 6:30pm     

Regular Games @ 7:00pm           

Support St. Joseph School and Join Us  

for Bingo Every Second Saturday  

of the Month 

A NOTE FROM BRIAN MYLER: 

 

Things have been going well at St. Paul’s.  

Philosophy classes at Franciscan University of 

Steubenville are pretty challenging but I am  

getting by. Study and seminary duties take up 

most of my time. We pray morning and evening 

prayer as a community as well as have daily 

mass.  We recently visited a parish for Sunday 

mass at Most Blessed Sacrament Church in 

Natrona Heights. It was nice to have mass with 

normal lay people for a change! 

 

I begin my apostolic works assignment October 1st. I will be working 

at Vincentian de Marillac nursing home with my fellow brother Loc 

who comes from Vietnam.  Please pray for us both.  

 

We also started broadcasting our Wednesday morning prayer and 

mass on WAOB. Morning prayer is at 7:15a AM and mass is  

broadcast at 8 AM if you would like to pray along with us! 

 

God bless,    

                  Brian 

 

(Brian started his first year of seminary at  

St. Paul Seminary in Pittsburgh this Fall.) 
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MINISTRY AT OPV CATHOLIC 

 

 

OPENING OF 2020 MASS INTENTION BOOK 

 

 

Mass requests will be taken on Monday, October 14, 2019, from 8:15 AM to 10 AM at St. Irenaeus Office for the 

St. Joseph and St. Irenaeus Church Masses and from 6 to 8 PM at St. Januarius Office for all Church Masses in 

our grouping.  Memorial Sanctuary candles can also be reserved at these times.   Memorial Sanctuary Candles 

are now offered at all of the OPV parishes for your special intention.    

 

We will no longer be offering flowers at the altar as a scheduled item.     

 

Mass Stipends remain $10 and the cost for the Memorial Sanctuary Candle is also $10. Forms will be available 

next week in the bulletin. 

 

Book Offering:  Letter to a Suffering Church 

 

Feeling hurt, angry, or demoralized about the sexual abuse crisis plaguing the Catholic Church?   

Our parish wants to help, and that’s why we’ve ordered copies of a new book for any family or person in 

the grouping.  It’s titled Letter to a Suffering Church:  A Bishop Speaks on the Sexual Abuse Crisis by  

Bishop Robert Barren.  We invite you to pick up your free copy after any of the Masses this weekend.  

There are Spanish versions available at St. John’s and at Our Lady of Joy. 

 

If you’d like to form a study group with other parishioners, you’ll find a free group discussion guide at  

SufferingChurchBook.com which has guidance and sample discussion questions.  We are also offering 

small group discussions led by Deacon Tim Noca and Ron Donatelli or Spanish/English young adults with 

Silvio Garcia.  We may also have an on-line discussion group.  Please let us know of your interest. 

 

 

If you are interested in any of the above, please fill out the form below and return it to any of the OPV offices, 

 the collection baskets, or online at bulletin@opvcatholic.org.     

 

 

 

 

Suffering Church Discussion Groups 

 

 

  Name:  ________________________________________________________________ 

 

  Phone: ___________________________________    Email: ______________________________________ 

 

  Interested in:     _____ Small Group Discussion 

 

                             ______ Spanish/English / Young Adult Discussion 

 

                             ______  On-Line Discussion  
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MINISTRY AT OPV CATHOLIC 

 

40 Days for Life Fall Campaign 

September 25 through November 3rd 

 

You are invited to participate in 40 Days for Life – 40 days of prayer and fasting 

for an end to abortion. You’re also invited to stand and peacefully pray during a  

40-day vigil in the public right-of-way outside Planned Parenthood, 933 Liberty 

Avenue, Pittsburgh.  

OPV Catholic has pledged to participate in the vigil on the following dates: 

Friday, October 18

th

  3 pm - 5 pm              Saturday, October 26

th

  7 am - 11 am  

 

Please contact Fran Morrow at 412-965-9874 or opvrlg@gmail.com to sign-up for 

any or all of the shifts listed. Carpooling is available. If you are unable to attend at 

those times, you are invited to attend when you can. The vigil runs from 7 am until 

7 pm, 7 days a week -  Fran can assist you with registration.  

For more information, go to http://40daysforlifepittsburgh.com  

SAM Rosary and Presentation 

 

When:   Wednesday, October 16, 2019  

Where:  St. John the Baptist 

 

 

Please join the Substance Addiction Ministry at 6:30 PM in the church 

to pray the Rosary for Recovery. At 7PM we will have a presentation 

by Dr. William Kraft titled “When You Love An Addict”.  Dr. Kraft is 

Professor Emeritus at Carlow and Duquesne Universities and a  

consultant to religious communities and the Diocese of Pittsburgh.  

He has written many published articles and books in the areas of  

addiction and co-addiction, life-cycle development and spirituality. 

He is a licensed psychologist in private practice and using his  

background in psychology and spirituality, he will share some  

practical ideas for loving an addict.  For more information or  

questions, please contact Noreen at 412-296-1709. 

 

Senior Luncheon 

 

The Social Services area of SOS (Serving Our Seniors) is 

sponsoring a luncheon on Monday, October 7 from 12:30 to 

3:00 p.m. in the Father Marchukonis Hall at Our Lady of Joy 

parish in Plum.  The “All Things Italian”  luncheon kicks-off 

our new season of social activities for seniors.   

 

Reservations are required for this event and must be made 

by Wednesday, October 2.  Call Irene at 724-733-8146 or 

email at irenep37@aol.com. 

 

The St. Irenaeus  

FALL/HOLIDAY Flea Market  

Donations may be dropped off when 

the flea market is open on Tuesdays,  

Thursdays and Saturdays or call  

Elaine at 412-828-8515  

to make other arrangements 

Halloween, Autumn and Christmas Decorations,  

Clothing and Accessories, Household Items,  

Furniture, and Much More! 

     HOURS OF OPERATION: 

 

  Tuesdays     10:00  - 4:00  

  Thursday    10:00  -  5:00  

  Saturday        9:00  - 2:00  

 

 

Grief Support 

 

Do you know someone who  

recently lost their loved one  

and might find some comfort in  

sharing with others who have too?   

Support is available within the OPV Catholic Parishes 

Grief Support Series.  The seven week Fall session 

begins on 10/22/19 at Our Lady of Joy Church.   

Our compassionate and caring ministry team are  

present for all who are grieving.  For more information  

regarding the gatherings or to register call/text  

Pat at 412-215-2996 or email the parish at 

psm@opvcatholic.com.  

 

Pre-registration is recommended. 



8�

�

Sign Up for Flocknote Announcements

Text ‘OPVJYM’ to 84576 

for Junior Youth Ministry 

 

Text ‘OPVSYM’ to 84576 

for Senior Youth Ministry 

Questions?  

Contact Kristin Consuegra,  

Coordinator of Youth Ministry at 

youth@opvcatholic.org  

JUNIOR & SENIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY 


