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www.holyfamilypgh.org 

The only official website for our parishes. 

School sites can also be accessed from this website. 

 

CLERGY 

 

Parish Email: office@holyfamilypgh.org 

 

Rev. Kevin G. Poecking 

Pastor 

 

Rev. George Dalton 

Senior Parochial Vicar 

 

Rev. David DeWitt 

Senior Parochial Vicar 

 

 

Deacon Joseph Vannucci 

 

Deacon Timothy Noca 

Deacon Frank Bursic 

 

Weekend Mass Times 

 

   Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM  St. Irenaeus 

             4:00 PM  St. John the Baptist 

             5:30 PM  St. Joseph 

             6:00 PM  Our Lady of Joy 

 

   Sunday:   8:00 AM   Our Lady of Joy 

    8:30 AM   St Joseph 

    9:00 AM   St. John the Baptist 

   10:00 AM  Our Lady of Joy 

   11:00 AM  St. Januarius 

   11:00 AM  St. Irenaeus 

   11:30 AM  St. John the Baptist 

    6:00 PM   St. John the Baptist 

 

  Confessions: 

      Monday 6:00-6:20 PM                St . Januarius 

     Wednesday 6:00-6:20 PM         St. Irenaeus 

     Saturday 9:30-10:00 AM        St. John the Baptist 

 

             -  Or By Appointment  - 
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HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

 

St. Irenaeus, Oakmont 

St. Januarius, St. John the Baptist, Plum 

St. Joseph, Verona, Our Lady of Joy, Plum 
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Holy Family Parishioners,  

 

The gospel this week is the Parable of the Talents. 

In the story, Jesus tells his disciples about a master 

giving gifts to his servants. The master expects his 

servants to make good use of these gifts while he 

goes on a journey. I think you know what happens. 

Two of the servants do well, and increase their 

gifts, while the third buries his in the dirt. The 

master comes home and praises the first two 

servants; the third he “casts into the darkness 

outside.” What is going on here? Let’s identify 

some of the people in the story. The master is God, 

we are the servants. The gifts God gives to us are 

virtues, such as faith, hope, mercy, and love. The 

third servant gets into trouble because he receives 

virtues from God and does nothing with them. In a 

2017 homily on this parable, Bishop Robert Barron 

said that “Things from God are meant to be gifts. If 

we cling to them, they wither away.” Not only are 

virtues gifts from God to us, but we need to “regift” 

virtue by sharing it with others. Because God 

shows us mercy, we should be merciful to others. 

Sharing these gifts increases them. Bishop Barron 

says, “Faith won’t grow unless you give it away.” 

We can deepen our faith by sharing it with other 

people. How does this happen? Has anyone ever 

asked you a Catholic question that you didn’t know 

the answer to? What did you do? When I am in this 

situation, I go, find out the answer, and bring it back 

to the person. Evangelization is the scary word that 

means to share our faith. The third servant did not 

increase his gift because he was afraid. St. John 

Paul II tells us, “Do not be afraid. Do not be 

satisfied with mediocrity. Put out into the deep and 

let down your nets for a catch.” Most of you who 

are reading this are lay people. Our mission as laity  

 

is to walk with the culture and to teach the truth with 

love. This is a difficult task, but not an impossible 

one. The human heart is wired for God. At each 

man’s center, even the most inflexible atheist, is a 

hunger for God. This is our encouragement: the 

culture is yearning for something, and we know 

what it is.  

 

In the first reading, from Proverbs, as well as in the 

Psalm, we hear more about fear. But this fear is not 

the one experienced by the third servant. The fear 

we hear about in the Psalm and in Proverbs is a 

virtue called “fear of the Lord.” Sometimes called 

“wonder and awe,” this virtue is one of the seven 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit, which are received in the 

Sacrament of Confirmation. Fear of the Lord isn’t 

being scared of God; it’s understood as possessing 

a feeling of amazement before God and desiring to 

be in relationship with him.  

 

In preparation to receive the Sacrament of 

Confirmation, the eighth grade students have been 

working on completing their service hours. On 

November 7

th

, 18 students, assisted by their 

parents, a catechist, and a handful of young adults, 

raked the leaves of 22 parishioners. Their work was 

greatly appreciated by the parish community. I 

would like to especially thank the parents, 

catechist, and young adults for their example, 

which shows that service is not an obligation to be 

fulfilled before receiving Confirmation—it’s part of 

the Christian lifestyle and an important expression 

of evangelization.  

 

I cannot believe what a beautiful  fall we’re having!    

I hope you and your family are healthy and joyful! 

 

In Christ, 

 Meredith 
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Meredith Fraschi 

Middle School Faith Formation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With A Spirit of Thanksgiving... 

 

Dear Holy Family Parishioners,  

 

Our lives are lived in a series of cycles.  For 

example, parents of newborn babies are encourage 

to put their “bundles of joy” on a schedule as soon 

as possible to help everyone adjust.  Additionally, 

newborn babies receive a series of shots in a timely 

manner to safeguard their immune systems as they 

begin adjusting to living in the world.  Our Church 

year follows a cycle as well; from the 1st Sunday of 

Advent to the final Sunday, the Feast of Christ, the 

King. 

 

Every year we celebrate an American holiday 

called Thanksgiving.  We gather with family and 

friends as we offer thanks to God for all the 

wonderful blessings and gifts He has showered 

upon us.  Similarly, since we were created in God’s 

image and were created to be in a relationship with 

one another, family is the key to our growth 

spiritually.  Whether we are related to one another 

or not, we welcome everyone to our Thanksgiving 

table as family for sure. 

 

 

Some of our “extended family” might even include 

people we do not even think much about...like 

those who consistently pray for us or those who 

stand, happily so, on the sidelines of our lives, 

cheering us on toward success.  One special group 

I have enjoyed in my lifetime has been people who 

have shown me a better way of living.  How have I 

recognized them?  That’s easy...often, I have had 

the opportunity to say, “When I grow up, I want to 

be you!”  Of course, that is not at all possible, but 

with that statement, I am saying that I recognize a 

quality in you which I value and hope to make a 

part of my own life.  A genuine compliment — 

acknowledging a quality in another which has the 

potential for building us up and making us better 

people  What a gift and blessing that is...to see in 

another the potential for our own growth.  Couldn’t 

that be a part of our Thanksgiving celebration, too?  

You bet!! 

 

May the good Lord bless us this Thanksgiving and 

always!! 

 

 Fr. David DeWitt 

�

From the�

Desk Of….�

Rev. David DeWitt 

Senior Parochial Vicar 



3�

�

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

 

 

READING I                                        EZ 34:11-12, 15-17 

 

Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will look after and tend my 

sheep.  As a shepherd tends his flock when he finds himself 

among his scattered sheep, so will I tend my sheep. I will   

rescue them from every place where they were scattered 

when it was cloudy and dark. I myself will pasture my sheep; 

I myself will give them rest, says the Lord GOD. The lost I will 

seek out, the strayed I will bring back, the injured I will bind 

up, the sick I will heal, but the sleek and the strong I will     

destroy, shepherding them rightly. 

 

As for you, my sheep, says the Lord GOD, I will judge        

between one sheep and another, between rams and goats. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                      PS 23:1-2, 2-3, 5-6 

 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  In verdant pastures 

He gives me repose. 

 

 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

 

Beside restful waters He leads me; He refreshes my soul.  He 

guides me in right paths for His name’s sake. 

 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

 

You spread the table before me in the sight of my foes; you 

anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

 

Only goodness and kindness follow me all the days of my life; 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for years to come. 

 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

 

 

READING 2                                    1 COR 15:20-26, 28 

 

Brothers and sisters: Christ has been raised from the dead, the 

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came 

through man, the resurrection of the dead came also through 

man. For just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be 

brought to life, but each one in proper order: Christ the firstfruits; 

then, at his coming, those who belong to Christ; then comes the 

end, when he hands over the kingdom to his God and Father, 

when he has destroyed every sovereignty and every authority 

and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies 

under his feet.  The last enemy to be destroyed is death. When 

everything is subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be 

subjected to the one who subjected everything to him, so that 

God may be all in all.  

 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.                                          MK 11:9, 10 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  Blessed is the 

kingdom of our father David that is to come! 

 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

 

GOSPEL                                                  MT 25:31-46 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: "When the Son of Man comes in his 

glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit upon his glorious 

throne, and all the nations will be assembled before him. And he 

will separate them one from another, as a shepherd separates 

the sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep on his right and 

the goats on his left. Then the king will say to those on his right, 

'Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was    

hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed 

me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.’ 

Then the righteous will answer him and say, 'Lord, when did we 

see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 

When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and 

clothe you? When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’ 

And the king will say to them in reply, 'Amen, I say to you, what-

ever you did for one of the least brothers of mine, you did for me.’ 

Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you       

accursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his     

angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty 

and you gave me no drink, a stranger and you gave me no      

welcome, naked and you gave me no clothing, ill and in prison, 

and you did not care for me.’ Then they will answer and say, 

'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or   

naked or ill or in prison, and not minister to your needs?’ He will 

answer them, 'Amen, I say to you, what you did not do for one of 

these least ones, you did not do for me.’ And these will go off to 

eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."  

¿Cómo mantener la familia unida? La importancia del ambiente 

familiar (cuarta parte)   (por Aníbal Cuevas)  

Lucha personal ¿qué puedo hacer yo? Si bien es cierto que la lucha 

por vivir las virtudes es personal, anima mucho saber que los demás 

miembros de la familia están en la misma onda. Un hijo que sabe que 

su padre y su madre no se consideran perfectos y que, aunque les 

cuesta, se esfuerzan cada día por ser mejores afronta mejor su propia 

mejora. Comidas familiares y tertulias Considero que son el eje funda-

mental para que la familia permanezca unida, casi me atrevería a afir-

mar que una familia que no come junta es prácticamente imposible que 

pueda permanecer unida.  

Son cada vez más los estudios que demuestran el poder de la comida 

familiar no sólo para que la familia permanezca unida sino en la pre-

vención de enfermedades, adicciones, fracaso escolar, etc..  

Dada su importancia y trascendencia para la vida familiar conviene 

cuidar las formas y presentación en la mesa, preparar temas para char-

lar si se crean “silencios incomodos”. Aprovechar sobre todo para es-

cuchar y también para dar criterio, contar cosas, preocupaciones, ale-

grías, comentar temas de actualidad, libros, películas, música.  

Por supuesto la televisión y los teléfonos móviles o gadget electrónicos 

deben situarse muy lejos del espacio vital del comedor.  

Compartir el ocio con actividades familiares. El tiempo libre es una gran 

escuela unidad familiar. Por eso es muy bueno compartir aficiones, 

hobbies, cultura, deportes, etc... Los padres deben proporcionar oca-

siones para compartir el tiempo libre, deben saber hacer atractivo, 

dependiendo de la edad, hacer deporte juntos, acompañarlos a verles 

jugar con su equipo, asistir a un concierto de música, oír con ellos en 

casa la música que les gusta (aunque a uno de guste poco), pasear 

por el campo, disfrutar de una puesta de sol, visitar el zoo, comentar un 

libro ....  

https://anibalcuevas.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/cc3b3mo-mantener-la-familia

-unida-la-importancia-del-ambiente-familiar-por-anibal-cuevas-1.pdf�
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   * Live Streamed Masses          

DATE TIME CH PRIEST INTENTION/REQUESTER 

SATURDAY                                                        11/21                                                                                                 *  4:00 PM STI DEWITT 

Birthday Blessings- Mike Yochum (Tom /Joyce Doyle Family) 

   Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

  4:00 PM SJB POECKING 

Birthday Blessings- Mike Yochum (Tom /Joyce Doyle Family) 

 

* 5:30 PM SJV DALTON Carl & Alice Hutter  (Gerald Hutter) 

 

  6:00 PM OLOJ ZAPF Cecilia & Tim Sullivan  (Sullivan Family) 

 SUNDAY                                                            11/22                                     * 8:00 AM OLOJ POECKING Harry Skelly  (Skelly Family) 

   Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

  8:30 AM SJV DEWITT Josephine Wichman  (Family & Friends) 

 

* 9:00 AM SJB BENEDICTINE Joe Caterino  (Wife, Mary Ann Caterino) 

                                                            

 10:00 AM OLOJ POECKING Joann Merhaut  (The Church Cleaners) 

 

  11:00 AM STI DALTON Jean DiFatta  (Jim & Adeline Brown) 

                   

* 11:00 AM SJAN BENEDICTINE Dom & Laura Franco  (Family) 

 

 11:30 AM SJB DEWITT Flora Politano  (Maureen Sculion) 

 

  6:00 PM SJB DALTON Living & Deceased Members of the Parishes 

MONDAY                                                            11/23 * 9:00 AM STI POECKING Glenn Fuegen  (Janet Hagy) 

    

 6:30 PM SJAN DALTON Nicola Pietropolo  (Lisa & Family) 

TUESDAY                                                           11/24  7:30 AM SJV DEWITT John Yugovich  (Friends) 

 

* 9:00 AM OLOJ ZAPF Rose Hribik  (Pat Cicco) 

WEDNESDAY   (Temp. Moved from Friday)    11/25 

 7:30 AM SJB DALTON John Meyer  (Diane Regan) 

                                                                                                   

* 9:00 AM SJB DEWITT Mary Whitaker  (Ladies of Charity) 

      

 6:30 PM STI POECKING Dolly Brick  (Sister, Ann) 

THURSDAY         Thanksgiving Day                11/26 9:00 AM OLOJ DEWITT Grace Haddad  (Jane) 

      

*10:00 AM SJV DALTON Christopher Nail  (Bursic Family) 

FRIDAY                                                               11/27 * 9:00 AM OLOJ DEWITT Connie Altomare  (Renie Stevens Palladino) 

    

 NOON STI DALTON Frank M. Tominac  (Eugene & Nancy Bolt) 

SATURDAY                                                        11/28 * 9:00 AM SJB DALTON Tom King/John Regan Families (Dian Regan & Family) 

   First Sunday of Advent 

 *  4:00 PM STI POECKING Elizabeth Regan  (McDonough Family) 

 

 4:00 PM SJB DEWITT Janice Clark  (Lynn Bell) 

 

 * 5:30 PM SJV POECKING Vera Griltz  (Marion Miller & Mitchell Lashell) 

 

 6:00 PM OLOJ DALTON Carolyn Saybel  (Mark Lazur) 

SUNDAY                                                             11/29  * 8:00 AM OLOJ BENEDICTINE L/D of Papciak & Mitchell Families  (Family) 

      First Sunday of Advent 

  8:30 AM SJV DALTON Egidio & Mary Cianelli  (Geri Cianelli) 

 

* 9:00 AM SJB POECKING Vivian Trautmann  (Margaret Purvis) 

 

 10:00 AM OLOJ BENEDICTINE Richard Claypoole  (Wife, Marie) 

 

11:00 AM STI DEWITT Lois Flowers  (Tom & Barb Sirokman) 

 

* 11:00 AM SJAN POECKING Chuck McKinley  (Wife & Family) 

 

 11:30 AM SJB DALTON Elizabeth Delaney  (Mary Walsh & Chuck Delaney) 

    Spanish  Mass 

* 6:00 PM SJB TORRES Living & Deceased Members of the Parishes 

HOLY FAMILY MASS SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS 



5�

�

�

HOLY FAMILY INFORMATION 

�

TOTALS 

(By Week) 

Offertory 

Parish  

Share 

TOTAL 

Budget Amount $26,660.00 $4,760.00 $31,420.00 

        

 

WEEK 

    

  

October 18th  $21,412.00 $3,764.00 $25,176.00 

October 25th $24,377.00 $4,331.00 $28,708.00 

November 1st $35,769.00 $5,980.00 $41,749.00 

November 8th $20,467.00 $3,894.00 $24,361.00 

�

�

MONTHLY PARISH SHARE �

PARISH SHARE 

 

Please remember  

to donate what you can 

to the  

Parish Share 

Program. 
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