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Deacon Joe Vannucci
Pastor, Holy Family Parish

Dear Fellow Parishioners:

As | was preparing this article, | discovered an
interesting fact. The Gospel for today is used every
year for Second Sunday of Easter, whereas most
Sundays rotate the Gospel in three year cycles, A, B,
and C- Matthew, Mark and Luke. So maybe it's a
special Gospel, and it is, at least in one way- it's the
place where we get the expression “doubting Thomas.’

St. Thomas is not present the first time Our Lord
appears to the Apostles, fearfully locked away in the
upper room.

When they tell him they “have seen the Lord,” he says
‘| will not believe unless | see the mark of the nails in
his hands...and put my hand into his side.”

Now that first time Jesus appeared was very important,
because Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit on the
Apostles, and instituted the sacrament of reconciliation.
He tells them “Whose sins you forgive are forgiven
them, and whose sins you retain are retained.”

By the way, that’s our answer for those who tell us, |
don't believe | need to confess my sins to a priest. This
gospel says we do.

But isn't it great to see that, as he was to Thomas,
Jesus is merciful to us in our unbelief. He shows the
doubting Apostle His hands and feet and side, and
Thomas exclaims “My Lord and my God.”

One other quick note. To those who say | can't believe
something if it's not in the Bible, we hear Scripture itself
tell us today that “Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of his disciples that are not written in this
book.” This is where the authority of the Church comes
in, to explain in depth the teachings of Our Lord.

As | mentioned earlier, this Gospel is rich because it
contains so much, but the most important part of it is
the idea of God'’s mercy.

Some of us have the impression that God is mean and
vengeful, wanting to punish sin and send us to hell.

Hopefully we have learned that isn't true. This is, after
all, Divine Mercy Sunday. Our God is in reality merciful
and loving.

In fact, Pope Benedict said that mercy is “the very
name of God.” In other words, God’s name is mercy.

But what does mercy mean? Father Tony Kadavil
relates the following story...

The Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte was once
approached by a woman asking him for mercy for her
son, who was a soldier. He was moved by her plea but
said he could not give her son a pardon because this
was his second major offense, and justice demanded
that he be put to death. The mother answered “I do not
ask for justice, | plead for mercy.” Then Napoleon said
“‘He does not deserve mercy.” The mother cried, “Sir, it
would not be mercy if he deserved it, and mercy is all |
ask for.” The mother's compassion and logic so moved
the Emperor that he finally said, “Well then, | will have
mercy.”

We need to stop and think about this for a moment. If
this battle-hardened war conqueror could be moved to
pity by a plea for mercy, how much more will our loving
and merciful God give us mercy if we ask for it? And
it's never because we deserve it.

Remember the story of the prodigal son. He had turned
his back on his father, and squandered his share of the
family fortune. He didn't deserve mercy, but the father
forgave him anyway. “Put aring on his finger, and
sandals on his feet” the father exclaims.

The message for this Divine Mercy Sunday is summed
up in the letters ABC. A-Ask for mercy, B-Be Merciful,
C-Completely trust in Jesus.

And so | end with the prayer: Jesus, | trust in you; have
mercy on us and on the whole world. Amen.

Blessings,
Deacon Joe Vannucci
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SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

READING 1 ACTS 4:32-35

The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and
no one claimed that any of his possessions was his own,

but they had everything in common. With great power the
apostles bore witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,
and great favor was accorded them all. There was no needy
person among them, for those who owned property or houses
would sell them, bring the proceeds of the sale, and put them
at the feet of the apostles, and they were distributed to each
according to need.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24

R. Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love is
everlasting.

Let the house of Israel say, “His mercy endures forever.” Let the
house of Aaron say, “His mercy endures forever.” Let those who
fear the Lord say, “His mercy endures forever.”

R. Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love is
everlasting.

| was hard pressed and was falling, but the Lord helped me. My
strength and my courage is the Lord, and He has been my
Savior. The joyful shout of victory in the tents of the just.

R. Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love is
everlasting.

The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner
stone. By the Lord has this been done; it is wonderful in our
eyes. This is the day the Lord has made; let us be glad and
rejoice in it.

R. Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love is
everlasting.

READING 2 1 JN 5:1-6

Beloved: Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is
begotten by God, and everyone who loves the Father loves
also the one begotten by Him. In this way we know that we
love the children of God when we love God and obey his
commandments. For the love of God is this, that we keep His
commandments. And His commandments are not
burdensome, for whoever is begotten by God conquers the
world. And the victory that conquers the world is our faith.
Who indeed is the victor over the world but the one who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

This is the one who came through water and blood, Jesus
Christ, not by water alone, but by water and blood. The Spirit
is the one that testifies, and the Spirit is truth.

JN 20:29

R. Alleluia, alleluia

You believe in Me, Thomas, because you have seen Me, says
the Lord; Blessed are those who have not seen Me, but still
believe!

R. Alleluia, alleluia

GOSPEL JN 20:19-31

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors
were locked, where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace
be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so | send you.” And when he had said
this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and
whose sins you retain are retained.”

Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples said to him,
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see
the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into the
nailmarks and put my hand into his side, | will not believe.”

Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas
was with them. Jesus came, although the doors were locked,
and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” Then
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands,
and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be
unbelieving, but believe.” Thomas answered and said to him,
“My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, “Have you come to
believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and have believed.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his
Disciples that are not written in this book. But these are
written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that through this belief you may have life
in his name.

Ao de la Familia Amoris Laetitia: Lo gue todo catélico debe
saber (primera parte|

El viernes 19 de marzo, Selemnidad de San José, comenzd el Afio de
la Familia, un tiempo especial convacado par el Papa Francisco para
prafundizar en la pastaral familiar, en el quinto aniversario de su ex-
hortacion apostélica post sinodal Amoris Laetitia.

Este afio fue convacado por el Santo Padre “para madurar los frutos
de la exhortacion apostdlica postsinadal y hacer a la Iglesia mas cer-
cana a las familias de fodo el mundo, puestas a prueba este ultimo
afo por la pandemia’.

En esta nota respandemos a algunas incognitas que puede haber
sohre este afio que acaba de comenzar y que coincide con el Afio de
San José.

1. ;Cuando se celebra este afic?

El Afio de la Familia Amaris Laetifia comienza este 19 de marzo, So-
lemnidad de San .José, dia en que el Papa Francisco firmé su exhor-
tacion apostdlica postsinodal Amoris laetitia en 2016, que trata sobre
el amor en la familia.

Aungue se le llama un “afo”, la celebracion de Amaris laetifiz durara
en realidad unos 15 meses ya que finalizara el 26 de junio de 2022
con la décima edicion del Encuentro Mundial de las Familias en Ro-
ma.

(Continued on page 14)




HOLY FAMILY MASS SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS

DATE TIME CH PRIEST INTENTION/REQUESTER
SATURDAY 4/10 | * 4:00 PM DALTON Anne Finnegan-Favo (Favo-Zatawski Family)
Saturday within the Octave of Easter 4:00 PM [ SJB |POECKING Doris Kaiser (Pamela Fuhry)
*5:30 PM POECKING Paul Scolieri (Bill DeSantis)
6:00 PM |OLOJ | DEWITT James Gillespie (Ida Gillespie)
SUNDAY 4/11 | *8:00 AM |OLOJ | BENEDICTINE |L/D Divine Mercy Prayer Group (DM Prayer Group)
Divine Mercy Sunday 8:30 AM [RAAN DEWITT Dolores Sciullo (Family)
*9:00 AM [ SJB |POECKING S&TW Vincent Longo (Mike & Rossi Yurko)
10:00 AM | OLOJ | DALTON Dee Aiken (Pola Scalamogna)
11:00 AM DEWITT St. Joseph Consecration Group (SJC Group)
*11:.00 AM BENEDICTINE | L/D Holy Family Mass Group (HF Mass Group)
11:30 AM | SJB | POECKING Ronald Newall (Hanno/Trux Families)
6:00 PM | SJB | DALTON Living & Deceased Members of the Parish
MONDAY 412 | *9:.00 AM POECKING Carmella Bencivenga (Family)
6:30 PM DALTON L/D Papciak & Blodgett Family/Friends (Papciak Fam)
TUESDAY 413 | 7:30 AM DEWITT Irene Hordubay (Burgman Family)
*9:00 AM [OLOJ | POECKING Dennis Cindrich (Bob & Denise Olesak)
WEDNESDAY (Temp. Moved from Friday) 4114 7:30 AM [ SJB |POECKING Jean Guerriero (Pat Guerriero)
*9:00 AM | SJB |DALTON Robert J. Pattison (Family)
6:30 PM DEWITT Joseph & Frances Boscia (Mary Boscia)
THURSDAY 415 | 7:30 AM DEWITT Sarah Callahan (Coglio & McDonough Families)
*9:00 AM EEHIAN POECKING Millie Habjan (Habjan Family)
FRIDAY 4116 | 9:00AM |OLOJ |DEWITT Eileen Larson (George Larson)
NOON DALTON Frances Piccolino (Judy Zottola & Family)
SATURDAY 4117 | *9:00 AM [ SJB | DALTON Dolores Guerriero (Pat Guerriero)
Third Sunday of Easter * 4:.00 PM @SB POECKING Frank Kulikowski (Family)
4:00 PM DEWITT Frederick Prodente (Rick & Clara Suprak)
*5:30 PM EECHVAN POECKING Joyce Januck (Larry & Dolly Connolly)
6:00 PM |OLOJ | DALTON Mary Patricia Clougherty (Children)
SUNDAY 4/18 | *8:00 AM [OLOJ [DALTON Pete & Dolly Maltese (Gene & Barb Sommer)
Third Sunday of Easter 8:30 AM [SNIA POECKING Nicholas Mattivi (Dave & Mary Lou Gartner)
*9:00 AM [ SJB |BENEDICTINE |Fred Prodente (Debbie & Dino Ciabattoni)
10:00 AM | OLOJ | POECKING Ellen Renter (Kenneth Saybel)
11:00 AM 1B DALTON Daniel S. Monaco (Sam & Maria Ferraco)
*11:00 AM DEWITT Sharon & Margie Flannery (Maria & David Flannery)
11:30 AM | SJB | BENEDICTINE | Ann Stewart (Capuano Family)
6:00PM | SJB |DEWITT Living & Deceased Members of the Parish

* Live Streamed Masses




HOLY FAMILY INFORMATION

N Y
WINNERS!
Holy Family Parish Resurrection Raflle
Congratulations to our seven Easter Resurrection Raffle winners!

$1,000 Joe Sciullo $ 500 Andrea Ford

$1,000 Darlene Jankowski $ 500 Janice Thompson

$1,000 Roseann Nickoloff $ 500 Darren Stowitzky
$ 500 Kathy Casale

Thanks to everyone who generously supported our 1st Holy Family Easter Raffle.
A special “thank you” to our raffle ticket sponsor, Burkett-Truby Funeral Home Cremation &
Alternative Service, Inc. Your generosity was greatly appreciated!

a (Alpha) - Christ Centered!

MONTHLY COLLECTIONS Thank You for your continuous support through the pandemic.

March, 2021

Thraaghaut fiis COVID-19 pandamic, your donafions and contributions fo Haly Family Parish ..
memarial donatian(s), Fr. Bariey Angel Fund, Endowment Fund, parish shars, weekly

offeriory, special gifts, prayers ... have allowed us b confinucusly support our Ministries

and saledy meinkain our churches for worship.

Parish Social Ministry | $7,669.00

For those wha are unable o requéarly afiend Mass, but want b confinee donafing
; l b our parish, here are some allemalive ways to contribute;

- 1.5, M sent bo 444 51 Jobn Streal; Pittsburgh, PA 15239 {or any church)

Maintenance $4,003.00

- Drop off envelopes at the offises - St Irenaeus {rectony), St John the Baptist,

Utilities $ 597.00

- Register for Oning Giving

[ e WH‘M: About Cnine Giving - s easy fostand s
h 4 The ink fo creals an cnlioe account is on our wedsda, You

Catholic Campaign for $3.129.00

241 1 CASRE

ran eslatieh an accoun! hal akows you fo send & one bme

Our Lady of Joy
M yau!

contifiubon, or desinat a woular fequancy waakly, monthly, e
2021 PARISH SHARE TOTALS Parish
Progress - 26% (By Week) Offertory Share TOTAL
100% —=— Online Giving is the Budget Amount | $27,360.00 | $5,025.00 $32,385.00
easiest year-round
7% way to contribute. It's WEEK
. .
o onto the Holy Family | | March 7th §36,268.00 | $16,611.00 | $52,879.00
Parish website under
“Onino Guing’ and | | March 14th §21,034.00 | $5538.00 | $26,572.00
sefting when Catccoum- March 21st $23,055.00 | $8,811.00 | $31,866.00
Dave Hall at X104 or | | March 28th $26,067.00 $5,084.00 $31,151.00
Patty Mahr at X105
with any questions. April 4th $28,437.00 | $10,455.00 $38,892.00




MASS & LIVESTREAM INFORMATION

THIS SUNDAY
Come to the Feast of Divine Mercy!

Calling all Catholics to
the Feast of Mercy
on the Sunday after Easter, April 11th!

In 1931, Our Lord Jesus, Himself, requested
through St. Faustina, that a very special Feast
of Divine Mercy be established, in His Church
and solemnly, on the first Sunday, after Easter every year.

Divine Mercy Sunday was initiated by St. Pope John Paul Il in
April 2000.

Holy Family Parish will offer Holy Hour exposition/adoration with
veneration after the conclusion of the 11:30 AM Mass at St. John
the Baptist Church. Chaplet of Divine Mercy sung at 2:30 PM.
Benediction at 3:00 PM. The special event will also be
livestreamed.

ANNOINTING SERVICES

Holy Family Parish is offering three anointing
services following Mass and/or with the
parking lot Communion Service.

The times and locations are as follows:

Sunday, April 11 at 9 AM at St. John the Baptist
This will be offered in the church after
Mass and in the parking lot immediately
after Mass for those attending via
FM transmitter. (106.5 FM)

Sunday, April 18 at 10 AM at Our Lady of Joy

This will be offered after Mass AND at 11:30 AM
Communion Service in parking lot.

Sunday, May 2 at 8:30 AM at St. Joseph

This will be offered after Mass AND at the 10 AM
Communion Service in the parking lot.
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To attend the anointing after Mass in Church,
be sure to register for that Mass.

Mass 101

7
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Did you ever wonder why the priest mives a
small piece of host in the chalice?

Did you ever wonder why the deacon
says some parts of Mass, and the
priest says others?

/|

Do yiou every wander why Psalms are usually sung?

These and many mare questions will be addressed in

a new ive and virlual event called Mass 101, You can
gither aftend in person in the balcony at St. John the Baptist
(seating is limited o advance sign-up only), or you can attend virtually
by requesting a link from the office (this way you can ask questions
from your computer or phone) or watch on our Mass 101 livesiream
channel.

For Mass 101 attendess, you will be waiching Mass live and a
commentator will explain parts of the Mass and answer questions as

it takes place in real time. It is not recommended that Mass 101 be
used to replace Mass attendance or virtually, but another way to leam
miore about the most imporiant prayer that we as Catholic offer each
week. The first Mass 101 will be Sunday, April, 11, and be offered again
in the fall

April 11, 2021 at 11:30 AM Mass

St. John the Baptist Church Balcony
(in Person) or Virtually

ﬁ'ﬂ' lHI@[L.V [FMI]IL‘W Pﬂ%ﬁﬂ%

This is a great way to receive Eucharist if you are
vulnerable, at risk or still hesitant to go to Mass.

There are two opportunities to take part in a
~ Holy Family Parish Distribution of
Communion service.

EVERY SUNDAY
10AM - St. Joseph Church
11:30AM - Our Lady of Joy Church

These parking lots services will continue
for the foreseable future.

a (Alpha) — Christ Centered!
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HOLY FAMILY PARISH MINISTRIES

Pandemic Update on In-Person Meetings

We will begin the process of opening our parish ~ // ,

halls and meeting rooms for ministries, groups HA
WE'RE OPEN

and organizations to retumn to in-person
‘PLEASE KEEP SAFE

gatherings in April.
Each ministry, group and organization leader
e SOCIAL DISTANCE

will need to submit a Safety Plan and follow
all COVID protocol and sanitizing procedures.
If your ministry, group or organization previously submitted a Safety Plan, no
further action is necessary, other than to schedule your meeting with Karen
Deemer to be included in the calendar.

Contact Kathy Dober (communication@holyfamily.org or 412-793-4511 X 203)
for more information on what will be required by groups to be able to start to

meet in April.
Attention Graduating High School

‘ Seniors & Families!

As you prepare to graduate from high school in a few

short weeks, consider signing up for the College Care Ministry.
We send care packages (in the fall & spring) to our young people who
are entering college, trade school, the military, or the workforce. We'd love
to send you a package of goodies and to let you know that you are
supported and loved by your Holy Family Parish. There’s no cost to you,
and who wouldn’t love to get a box full of unexpected treats to share with
your friends? Watch the bulletin in August to sign up for this ministry, or if
you prefer, send us an email with your contact information now, and we'll
contact you directly to get you signed up.

All inquiries may be sent to Steve and Diane Mozelewski at
Mozfamily1@outlook.com. THANK YOU!!

HEALING AFTER LOSS

When: Thursday—4/22 thru 6/3
2 Sessions Available

St. Joseph Church
1:30 PM—3:00 PM

Our Lady of Joy
6:30 PM—8:00 PM

The Holy Family Bereavement Ministry will
be offering a Spring Session of the 7 week
grief support series Healing After Loss.

Where:

This support group is for those who have
lost a loved one and are seeking the
company and support of others in their
time of need.

..-"'"-.-.
greryone

€
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If interested, please
contact Pattyat

soravetz0720@gmail.com
or 724-681-2424.

Pre-registration is
REQUIRED.

Bereavemnent .§|.|1|1|r:

Thanks to all who donated to our Easter candy care packages for
college students. We filled and mailed 27 care packages and heard
& from several of the students who were very

SAM - Substance Addiction Ministry

The next Substance Addiction Ministry
Rosary for Recovery will be Wednesday,
April 21 at Christ The Divine Shepherd
Parish, North American Martyrs Church,
2526 Haymaker Road, Monroeville, PA
15146. We will meet at 7:00PM in the
Church for the Rosary for all who are
afflicted or affected by addiction and
seeking education, referral and support.

Please wear a mask and adhere to all social
distancing guidelines. For more information
please contact Noreen at

412-296-17009.




