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LIBERTY AND 'PROPERTY
OR
THE BEAUTY OF MARYLAND DISPLAYED.

% * & *'% 4t her birth as I thay,say * * % * & & «
* # # » Forces webh prevents all future discords, by a fun-
damental law giving equally liberty of conscience and an
equal share in all rights and privileges are allowed to all
christians, but a mutual love, union and concord are secured
to them, by strictly forbidding under ye severest penalty’s,
the least reflection upon another’s religion or way of wor-
ship. But to advance gradually, and let my arguments
search into y® fountain head and begin with Maryland, or
when Maryland began to be an English Colony.

It is to be observed that Maryland was first granted by
King James I to Sr George Calvert, who was father to
ye Ld Cecilius, he to y° Ld Charles, he to ye L4 Benedict, and
he to y® present Ld Charles, Baron of Baltimore, nor must I
here omit remarking that y* said Sir George Calvert had for
some years served King James ye first, in quality of Secretary
of State, a post well known to be of profit, as well as of
trust and honor, and consequently such as would be aspired
unto by most, and voluntarily laid down by none, without a
motive of the highest nature, and such was that of Sir
George, who upon a conviction of conscience, thought him-
self obliged to postpone his temporal to his eternal interest,
that is, by embracing the Roman Catholic religion to render
himself unqualified for ye¢ abovesaid office of Secretary of
State, and the King being apprized and yet probably by
Sir George himself, of this his change, was so far from for-
getting his past good services, that to reward the same, he
constituted him Baron of Baltimore, and passed a Grant
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under ye ,
Governr of the said Provinces Royal grant
issued after Sir George had declared himself-a Roman Cath-
olic and surrendered the Secretary’s place.

Now ye said Sir George Calvert not long surviving the
abovesaid grant little could be done during his time towards
the effectual settling of Maryland, web nevertheless had soon
a happy issue, under the auspicious life and government of
his son Lord Ccecilius, to whom the same grant, as to Mary-
land, was afterwards confirmed by King Charles I, in an
ample charter granted to the said Ld Ceecilius, who, pursuing
his father's intentions, and excited with a laudable and pious
zeale, for the Propagation of the Christian Faith, and the
enlargement of ye King's Empire and Dominion, had humbly
besought leave of the King, by his own industry and charge, to
transplant an ample Colony of ye English nation into those
parts of America now called Maryland, as the Preamble of
y® Charter does word for word appear, and here again I
must observe that ye said Ld Ccecilius was known to be and
professed himself a Roman Catholick, before, at and after
the granting of his Charter, and persevered therein until his
dying day:—so yt* Maryland being first granted to Sir
George Calvert, upon the change of his religion, and after-
wards confirmed to his son ye Ld Ccecilius a professed Roman
Catholick, it is to suppose that the Crown de-
signed that they who were to be hereditary Governors of
Maryland should have y* free use of their Religion wtb other
privileges they there enjoy.

Ccecilius is no sooner Lord and Proprietor of Maryland
than he spares neither cost nor pains to people and improve
this Province; hence it is, that to encourage others to trans-
port themselves thither, he soon publishes a declaration,

¢ throughout all England and other y¢ King’s dominions, that
whosoever of his Majesty’s subjects would go and settle in
Maryland, should not only have a considerable Tract of land
granted unto them gratis, but should there enjoy all Rights
and Priviledges equally and without distinction ; and it was
upon this prevailing encouragement, that many English,
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Scotch and Irish, of all religions. Church-men, Dissenters.
and Roman Catholics, transported themselves and families :
“tho' the chief adventurers,” (says the Atlas Geographicus,
vol. 5, page 766,) were Popish Gentlemen of good families.
who expected full liberty, under a Proprietor of their own
religion,” especially since by his abovesaid declaration he
had promised an equal enjoyment of all Rights and Privi-
ledges unto all.

Now as this appearance of a general liberty in the en-
joyment of each one’s religion and property, was a great
encouragement to ye first adventurers (as Ogilby above cited
observes) and furthered much the ready settling of this
province: so we find that these adventurers were no sooner
settled, but they began to consider how they should insure
not only to themselves, but to their late posterity, that for
which they had bid adieu to their beloved native soil, I mean
the liberty in the enjoyment of each one's Religion. Nor is
the Lord Ceecilius A
For no sooner were they thus settled and incorporated into
a sufficient body to call Assemblys and make laws for them-
selves (as by their Charter they are allowed) but we behold
the whole country voting for and the Ld Ccecifius consenting
unto a fundamental law, whereby liberty of conscience is
allowed to all that profess to believe in Jesus Christ,” as says
our above cited author in his new description of Maryland,
page 185, and they the L4 Ccecilius “who was at vast expense -
to improve the Colony,” (says another author Atlas Geo-
graphicus, vol. 5, page 719) “tho’ a Papist procured an Act
of Assembly for Liberty of Conscience for all Christians and
permitted the dissenters to enjoy the Rights and Priviledges
of Englishmen:” by which clause this author clearly shows,
that, in his opinion, the Lord Ccecilius had full power to
admit and exclude what Religion he pleased or to make his
own the chief in Maryland, as W= Penn did his in Pennsyl-
vania; for that the dissenters were allowed “Liberty of
Religion and y¢ enjoyment of y¢ Rights and Priviledges of
Englishmen,” was a permission according to this author and
consequently an Indulgence of y¢ L4 Ceecilius and not their






