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JESUS DID NOT GIVE UP ON THE WORLD
The disciples were hunkered down behind a locked door. A few days earlier, the Jewish council had
arrested Jesus, condemned him of blasphemy, and turned him over to the Romans to be
executed. Now, Jewish officials were on the lookout for any of Jesus’ followers.
Suddenly Jesus appeared in the middle of the locked room, greeted the disciples, and gave them
the gift of the Holy Spirit. Jesus had not given up on the world, and the work of the disciples was
far from over.
At times we might be inclined to hunker down like the disciples. The world is such a mess! We keep
a low profile and try to avoid difficulties and conflicts. Jesus reminds us that God has not given up
on the world. We should not give up either. Jesus needs us and assures us that we do not need
to be afraid.
SOURCE: Fr. Dan Daly, SJ, is the treasurer of the U.S. Central and Southern Province of Jesuits and creator
of the YouTube channel Bible Character Sampler

Prayer
Loving God,
thank you for your constant care for us and for the entire world.
May your Kingdom continue to grow.
Please continue to draw us into companionship with your Son, Jesus,
and help us to respond generously in following him.
Amen.
SOURCE Fr. Dan Daly, SJ, , www.JesuitPrayer.org

“A POST- PANDEMIC CHURCH: PROPHETIC POSSIBILITIES”
S r. Nuala Kenny
Sunday, April 18, 2021 2:30 - 4:00 pm NST
Sr. Nuala Kenny will share insights from her forthcoming book, “A Post - Pandemic Church:
Prophetic Possibilities” How can we learn from and be transformed by the pandemic which has
exposed deep social problems as well as our vulnerabilities as a Church and a society?
Free – available to anyone
Zoom Webinar Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86843053570.
Webinar ID: 868 4305 3570
Passcode: 116931
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FOUR THINGS TO REMEMBER
IF LIFE DOESN’T HAVE YOU
IN EASTER SEASON

Our lives do not always align with the liturgical seasons. Easter season is upon us, but life might
have us in Lent. Perhaps we are living a Good Friday moment or we are still in the tomb, waiting
in hope for our Easter moment to arrive. What can we do when our lives are not congruent with
the Easter season we are celebrating?
Having lived “off-season” many times before, here are four things I find helpful.

1

Store up what the Easter season offers
This is a season of new life, and we hear many Gospel stories of hope of what comes after
Lent, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. Let the words we hear fill us and strengthen us in our
waiting.

2.

Name what helps us wait in hope
Ignatian spirituality’s defining characteristic is finding God in all things. With that in mind,
look for God’s presence and ask yourself: What relationships in your life help you wait in
hope for your Easter moment to arrive? What prayer tools support you in holding onto your
relationship with God? What activities in your life increase your faith, hope, and love as you
wait for a personal resurrection?

3.

Remember the accompanying presence of God
The Easter season reminds us that we are not alone. Jesus’ Resurrection assured for us the
gift of companionship in our lives. No matter what we are living in our lives, we do not face
it alone. God is with us, and we will never be abandoned. Pope Francis reminds us of this
in Lumen Fidei:
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Faith is not a light which scatters all our darkness,
but a lamp which guides our steps in the night
and suffices for the journey.
To those who suffer,
God does not provide arguments which explain everything;
Rather, his response is that of an accompanying presence,
a history of goodness which touches every story of suffering
and opens up a ray of light.

4.

Trust that Easter will come
God’s gift of mercy assures us that new life will come. At some point our personal Lent will
end, our Good Friday moments will pass, our waiting at the tomb will conclude, and we will
experience the new life God births in our lives.
Our lived season of Easter may come while our churches are celebrating Pentecost or
Ordinary Time, and that’s OK. For now, though, if our lives do not align with this current
season, we store up and collect the wisdom that is offered to us now as we wait for our
Easter season to arrive.

SOURCE: Becky Eldredge, www.ignatianspirituality.com

Page -5-

