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St. John—Naches—Tuesday 6:00 to 7:00 PM 

St. Juan Diego—Cowiche— Thursday 6:00 to 6:30 PM 

Or by appointment with the Pastor 
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SAINT JOHN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
SAINT JUAN DIEGO CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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The Incredulity of St. Thomas is a painting of the subject of the same name              

of the Italian Baroque master Caravaggio, c. 1601-1602. 
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A:  In the Latin-rite (Roman) Catholic Church, celibacy is 
today a prerequisite for ordination to the priesthood. But that 
has not always been so; it is a discipline that developed over 
history. (Even today, clerics of Eastern-rite Catholic churches 
are permitted to marry before ordination.) For the first several 
centuries of the Christian era, it was common for Latin-rite 
priests to be married. 
As you mention, St. Peter was obviously married, since Luke 
4:38 tells the story of Jesus healing Peterôs mother-in-law. 
And St. Paul says in his First Letter to Timothy 3:2 that ña 
bishop must be irreproachable, married only once, temperate, 
self-controlled.ò But over time, the church came to the 
realization ð as you yourself suggest ð that a priest is most 
free to serve the people and his ministry by not having the 
responsibility of a family, and it was the First Lateran 
Council in 1123 that finally mandated celibacy for Western 
clergy. 

That requirement, and the practical reason behind it, are 
reflected in the current Code of Canon Law: ñClerics are 
obliged to observe perfect and perpetual continence for the 
sake of the kingdom of heaven and therefore are bound to 
celibacy which is a special gift of God by which sacred 
ministers can adhere more easily to Christ with an undivided 
heart and are able to dedicate themselves more freely to the 
service of God and humanityò (Canon 277). 
Further evidence, though, of the fact that clerical celibacy is 
not a revealed truth but a matter of church law can be found in 
the fact that, in the United States, several dozen Episcopal and 
Lutheran married clergy who became Catholic have been 
allowed to be ordained as Roman Catholic priests while still 
remaining married. 
 

Questions may be sent to Father Kenneth Doyle 
at askfatherdoyle@gmail.com and 30 Columbia Circle 

Dr.  Albany, New York 12203.   

SEXUAL ABUSE HOTLINE  

If you have been abused or victimized by a member of the Catholic clergy, please believe in the possibility for hope and help and healing. We 
encourage you to come forward and speak out. The Yakima Diocese has a sexual abuse hotline for those who wish to report some incident 
concerning that issue as regards to a bishop, priest, deacon or diocesan employee or volunteer. Our diocese provides a private/confidential 
phone line for those wishing to report incidents of sexual abuse regarding clergy, diocesan or church employees or volunteers 1-888-276-

4490.  

Average weekly cost to operate St. Juan Diego (SJD) for July 2019ðJune 2020, based on  

previous yearsô cost. 

Collection Figure for weekend of April 3 & 4, 2021 for St. Juan Diego 

Average weekly cost to operate St. John (SJ) for July 2019ðJune 2020, based on  

previous yearsô cost. 

Collection Figure for weekend of April 3 & 4, 2021 for St. John ϷнΣпнрΦлл 
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Our parish is now offering Online Giving! Visit our website to sign up and to begin contributing auto-

matically to St. John. This convenient new system does not require you to contact your bank to sign 

up or to make changes. You can use any of your checking or savings accounts and the funds will be 

automatically transferred to our parish bank account. This system is more convenient for the parish 

than electronic checks from your bank. And itôs convenient for you because you can make changes at 

any time. You can see reports on your contribution history and generate tax statements at each yearôs end. You can come to 

www.stjohnnaches.org to get started. Please note that the Online Giving platform is formatted for use with Google Chrome, rather than In-

ternet Explorer. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Carrie Peterson at 509.653.2534. Thank you.  

             Q. My wife and I recently came into communion with the Roman Catholic Church. I know that a hot-button topic 
             in the church is the question of whether there should be married priests. I have slowly come to the belief that un
         married priests make logical and biblical sense. 
Seeing how hard our own parish priest works, it doesnôt seem that he would also have the time to care for a family, and I have read 
the biblical reasoning in Matthew 19:12 and Paulôs guidance in First Corinthians. But my question is this: How does the Catholic 
Church reconcile this teaching with the fact that the chief apostle and first pope, St. Peter, was married? (Camden, North Carolina) 

mailto:askfatherdoyle@gmail.com
http://www.stjohnnaches.org
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Rachelôs Vineyard is a post-
abortion recovery program for 
all those affected by abortion, 
such as the mother, father, 
grandparents and siblings, 
friends and medical practition-
ers who have conducted the 
abortions.                                                                                                                 
Rachelôs Vineyard is a safe 
place to renew, rebuild and 
redeem hearts broken by abor-
tion. Weekend retreats offer 
you a supportive, confidential 
and non-judgmental environ-
ment where women and men 
can express, release and recon-
cile painful post-abortive emo-
tions to begin the process of 
restoration, renewal and heal-
ing. See rachelsvineyard.org 
for more information.              
If God is calling you to hope 
and healing OR to minister to 
those in need of hope and heal-
ing here in our local communi-
ty, please contact Lisa 509-421
-7847 or rvcentral-
wa@gmail.com for more in-
formation.  

SEMINARIANS 
Bishop Joseph Tyson has encouraged us to 
pray for vocations to the priesthood and reli-
gious life. Juan Nieves is currently studying 
at Mt. Angel Abbey  Seminary, in St. Ben-
edict, Oregon. Please keep him and those 
who are considering their vocation in your 

prayers. 

DAILY READINGS 
 

April 12:  Monday of the 2nd Week in Easter 

Acts 4:23ï31; Ps 2:1ï9; Jn 3:1ï8 

April 13:  Tuesday of the 2nd Week in Easter 

St. Martin I 

Acts 4:32ï37; Ps 93:1ï2, 5; Jn 3:7bï15 

April 14:  Wednesday of the 2nd Week in Easter 

Acts 5:17ï26; Ps 34:2ï9; Jn 3:16ï21 

April 15:  Thursday of the 2nd Week in Easter 

Acts 5:27ï33; Ps 34:2, 9, 17ï20; Jn 3:31ï36 

April 16:  Friday of the 2nd Week in Easter 

Acts 5:34ï42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13ï14; Jn 6:1ï15 

April 17:  Saturday of the 2nd Week in Easter 

Acts 6:1ï7; Ps 33:1ï2, 4ï5, 18ï19; Jn 6:16ï21 

April 18:  3rd Sunday in Easter 

Acts 3:13ï15, 17ï19; Ps 4:2, 4, 7ï9; 1 Jn 2:1ï5; Lk 24:35ï48 

 
St. John Catholic Church 
2021 Annual Catholic Appeal 
 (from 11/1/2020 thru 03/26/2021) 
Goal: $15,843.00 
Total Amount Pledged: $30,720.00 
Total  Amount Paid (11/01/2020) thru 03/26/2021)  
$20,890.00 
Number of Donors: 37 
 
 

St. Juan Diego Catholic Church 
2021 Annual Catholic Appeal ACA  
(from 11/01/2020 thru 03/26/2021) 
Goal: $11,566.00 
Total Amount Pledged: $9,935,00 
Total Amount Paid (11/01/2020) thru 
03/26/2021): $7,015.00 
Number of Donors: 29 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/

liturgical-year/easter/divine-mercy-sunday/

#entry:2524:url/ 

The Second Sunday of Easter is celebrated 

as Divine Mercy Sunday. 

At the above link, you will find an 

άexplainerέ on Divine Mercy Sunday. 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
First Reading  Acts of the Apostles 4:32-35 
The first Christian community shared their posses-
sions, and no one was needy. 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 118:2-4,13-15,22-24 
The Lordôs mercy endures forever. 

Second Reading  1 John 5:1-6 
Those who love God keep his commandments. 

Gospel Reading  John 20:19-31 
Thomas believes because he sees Jesus. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

Todayôs reading from the Gospel of John is pro-
claimed on the Second Sunday of Easter in each of 
the lectionary cycles. This fact alone should alert us 
to the significance of the encounters with the resur-
rected Jesus that are described in this reading. This 
Gospel combines two scenes: Jesusô appearance to 
his disciples after his Resurrection and Jesusô dia-
logue with Thomas, the disciple who doubted. 

Part of the mystery of Jesusô Resurrection is that he 
appeared to his disciples not as a spirit, but in bodily 
form. We do not know, however, exactly what this 
form looked like. Earlier in Johnôs Gospel, when 
Mary of Magdala first encountered the risen Jesus, 
she did not recognize him until he spoke to her. In 
Lukeôs Gospel, the disciples walking along the road 
to Emmaus did not recognize Jesus until he broke 
bread with them. We know from readings such as 
todayôs that in his resurrected form, Jesus was not 
bound by matter; he appeared to the disciples inside 
a home even though the door was locked. Yet the 
disciples could still touch the marks of his Crucifix-
ion. 

In todayôs Gospel, Jesus greets his disciples with the 
gift of peace. Jesus then commissions his disciples to 
continue the work that he has begun; as Jesus was 
sent by God, so Jesus sends his disciples. He gives 
his disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit so that they 
will be able to accomplish this task. Jesusô words to 
his disciples also highlight the integral connection 
between the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. With the grace of the Holy Spirit, we 
can share forgiveness and reconciliation with others. 

Thomas, the doubting disciple in todayôs reading, 
represents the reality of the Church that comes after 
this first community of witnesses to Jesus. All but 
the first disciples of Jesus must believe without see-
ing. Like Thomas, we may doubt the news that Je-
sus, who was crucified and buried, appeared to his 
disciples. Our human nature seeks hard evidence that 
the Jesus who appeared to his disciples after his 
death is indeed the same Jesus who was crucified. 
Thomas is given the opportunity to be our repre-
sentative in obtaining this evidence. He gives wit-
ness to us that the Jesus who was raised is the same 
Jesus who died. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
we are among those who are blessed, for we have 
not seen and yet believe. 

Source: https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-

resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/ 

My Friends, 

On Ash Wednesday this year I spoke to you about 
the journey we were about to begin together that we call Lent. I know I can 
speak for all of you and your families when I say, ñThis is not what I signed up 
for!ò And yet here we are. It is Easter. Our Lenten journey has ended and we 
are forced to ask ourselves, ñWhere have we been?ò and ñWhere are we go-
ing?ò 

In order to protect the health and safety of our community and nation, many 
radical changes have necessarily caused us to remain physically isolated from 
many but our immediate families. Yet these changes have also forced us to 
think, however unwillingly, of the relationship we have with each other and 
even more importantly of our relationship with God. What I pray you have 
learned or may yet come to learn is that these two relationships cannot be sepa-
rated. Indeed, it is the very essence of the Incarnation, Passion, Death, and 
Resurrection of Jesus that ties them together. A good friend of mine recently 
sent me this story as told by Mahatma Gandhi: 

A holy man had a day to speak to God and said: "Sir, I would like to know 
what heaven and hell are like." God then brought the holy man to two doors, 
he opened one and let him look inside. There was a large round table. In the 
center of the table was a huge bowl containing deliciously spiced and per-
fumed food. The holy man had his mouth water. The people sitting around the 
table were thin, pale, and sick. They all seemed hungry. They had spoons with 
long cables tied to their arms. Everyone reached for the plate of food and was 
able to grab something, but since the handle of the spoon was longer than the 
arm, he couldn't bring the food to his mouth. The holy man trembled at the 
sight of this misery. God said, "You just saw hell." 

Then God and man went to the second door. God opened it. The scene the man 
saw was the same as the previous one. There was the large round table and the 
bowl of food that made the mouth water. People around the table also had 
spoons with long handles and cables tied to their arms. This time, however, 
they were well fed, happy, and talking to each other, smiling. The holy man 
said to God, "I don't understand!" It is simple, God replied, they have learned 
that the handle of the spoon does not allow you to feed yourself...but it does 
allow you to feed your neighbor. Once they learned to feed each other and not 
think only of themselves, their happiness and joy was complete. Hell and para-
dise are the same in structure. It is within each of us that we bridge the differ-
ence 

Mahatma Gandhi concluded the story this way, "On earth there is enough to 
satisfy the needs of all, but not to satisfy the greed of some. Our thoughts, 
however good they are, are false pearls, if they are not transformed into ac-
tions. Be the change you want to see in the world." 

My friends, we will not be on this alternate path forever. However long it 
takes, we will eventually return to what has, up until now, sufficed as normal. 
Perhaps the inability to receive the Eucharist during the early stages of the 
pandemic has caused you to think more deeply on its importance and place in 
your life. Maybe your lack of physical contact with others has made you more 
aware of those who are isolated even in the best of times. Or if you are fortu-
nate enough, you have been challenged to re-evaluate how you look at all 
those in your life, your spouse, your children, your neighbor, your coworkers 
and others; to realize how they reflect Godôs presence to you and to realize 
how they reflect Godôs presence to you and that you also must reflect Godôs 
presence to them. 

Be the change you want to see in others and in the world and our new normal 
will indeed be a future that is bright. Be the change you want to see in others 
and in the world and our new normal will indeed be a future that is bright. 

I wish you and your family a most Blessed Easter season, 

Fr. Brooks  

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/

