Pastor:
Rev. Andrew Awotwe-Mensah
Office: 895-6246
Email: DBQ137@dbqarch.org
Mass Schedule
Saturday: 5 pm @ St. Isidore
Sunday: 8:30 am @ St. John
Weekday Mass Schedule
As stated in the weekly bulletin
Confessions Sunday: 8 am or by appointment
Main Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:
8 am - 5 pm
Friday:
7 am - 3:30 pm
Main Office: Secretary/Bookkeeper
Loraine Kula
Parish Office: 895-6246
E-mail: l.kula@dbqarch.org
FAX #: 319-895-0973

St. john
The Baptist
C A T H O L I C C H U RC H
212 7TH ST. SE
MOUNT VERNON, IA

L I S B O N - M O U N T V ER N O N , IA

A N D S UR ROUND IN G COMMUN IT I ES

Working Together To
Build the Kingdom of God

Web: http://www.stjohnmv.org
Director of Faith Formation
Linda Hansmeier: 895-6758
E-mail: l.hansmeier@dbqarch.org
Coordinator of Youth/Young Adult Ministry
De Wagner: 895-6758
E-Mail : DBQ137YM@dbqarch.org

Coordinator of Music
Theresa Sundstrom: 563-451-2054
E-mail: t.sundstrom@dbqarch.org
Prayer Chain Contacts:
Thelma Rife: jtbr2@q.com
Loraine Kula: (w)895-6246 or (c)319-350-8874
l.kula@dbqarch.org or ljkula55@gmail.com

Catholic Charities: 1-800-772-2758
Birthright: 319-393-3251 or 1-800-550-4900

Year of Seeking and Healing through Prayer and Kindness

Faith Formation Information by Linda Hansmeier

“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart;
and you will find rest for yourselves. For the yoke is
easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11: 28-30
Next Friday, June 11, the Church celebrates the Feast
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. It falls 19 days after
Pentecost on Friday. The Feast for the Sacred Heart
has been in the Roman Catholic liturgical calendar
since 1856. During our celebration of the Feast day,
we celebrate in a special way the love of God for us,
especially as expressed through the life, sufferings,
and death of Jesus.
Devotion to the Sacred Heart is one of the most widely practiced and well-known devotions, taking Jesus’
physical heart as the representation of his divine love
for humanity. The devotion especially emphasizes
the unmitigated love, compassion, and long-suffering
of the heart of Christ toward humanity.
The Sacred Heart is often depicted in Christian art as
a flaming heart shining with divine light, pierced by
the lance-wound, encircled by the crown of thorns,
surmounted by a cross and bleeding. Sometimes the
image is shown shining within the bosom of Christ
with his wounded hands pointing at the heart.
Totus Tuus: Registrations for Totus Tuus continue.
Registration forms can be found in the gathering
space of the Church. Payments for registration fees
can be made by check or by going online
to www.stjohnmv.org and click on “Online Giving.”

Faith Formation Registration: If you have not registered for Faith Formation for the 2021-2022 year.
please do so at your earliest convenience at
https://www.myschoolsystems.com/ArchDBQ/DBQ137/

Payments for registration fees can be made by check
or by going online to www.stjohnmv.org and click on
“Online Giving” after July 1. Checks will be held
until July 1st before being cashed.

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP RECOGNIZE GOD
IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
We Can Prepare the Upper Room
We all know that person, don’t we? Hey, maybe we’ve
even been that person.
“I have a great relationship with God, but I don’t go
to church regularly. God and I are on good terms. I
can talk to Him just fine on my own.”
There isn’t anything false in these statements. It’s important to have an intimate, even conversational prayer
relationship with God. But the problem with this attitude
is that it implies that churches don’t matter. Community
worship doesn’t matter. Today, we are reminded exactly
why that is so untrue. Why we need our parishes, our
priests, and each other.
The Body and Blood of Christ - that’s what it’s all about.
If it’s not about that, it’s not about anything. If we don’t
have the Eucharist, we’re just like the ancient priests,
making sacrifices that don’t have the power to redeem
anybody.
Where do we receive the Body and Blood of Christ? For
most of us, it’s in our parishes. The altar of sacrifice is
also the table we gather in front of, as a family, to become one with Christ in the truest and realest way possible, recreating the scene in the Upper Room over and
over again every time Mass is celebrated.
The disciples were commissioned by Christ to prepare
the Upper Room for the Last Supper. How can we take
up that work ourselves? How can we strengthen the
bonds in our spiritual family? How can we serve our parish, always remembering that the table is not meant to be
set only for two?
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi

Sharing your gifts ...
We thank all our donors, who enable us to provide all
the wonderful ministries and opportunities seen at our
parish. Sharing your financial gifts allow our
ministries to reach further and deeper, to serve more in
need, and to cultivate a parish community while maintaining the very gifts we have been blessed to use.
Make giving easy. Don't worry about envelopes.
We invite you to offer your gifts online through simple electronic giving. Gifts can be offered one of two
ways: Individual one time gift or Recurring giving!

Try it out:
Go to stjohnmv.org
and then click on Online Giving
It’s as simple as that!
St. J ohn the Ba ptist ▪ 212 7th st se Mou nt V ernon

As our world faces so much turmoil and change, it is now
more important than ever to remember who God is, who
we are and where we are going. It is easy to get distracted
and lose focus, especially when we are being pulled in so
many directions. We can not only lose sight of God but
one another. Maintaining our well developed and mature
relationships with God and one another is essential to continuing to live, healthy, happy, and focused lives. In a
message to young people, Pope Benedict XVI said, “the
happiness you are seeking, the happiness you have a right
to enjoy has a name and a face: it is Jesus of Nazareth,
hidden in the Eucharist.” What is true for those who are
younger is even truer for those who are older. Regardless
of how the particulars of life change over time, human
beings are still hard-wired to seek the fullness of life and
happiness. How we embark on this journey and what we
choose along the way will indicate whether we meet success.
There is so much brokenness and pain in our world. Many
people are lost, feeling lonely, anxious, marginalized, victimized, isolated, oppressed, and abused. Every time we
receive the Body of Christ, we have an opportunity to become what we eat. The power and presence of Christ in
the Eucharist becomes present in us and effects change in
ourselves and in the lives of those we meet. We are given
the grace to become temples of justice and peace, carrying
God’s sacred Presence within us wherever we go. Our
faith community is ignited with the fire of God’s love and
stands out as a beacon of hope in a world that is lost. This
is the only way we can discover peace-filled resolutions to
violence and create innovative solutions to what is fueling
its need in the first place. True happiness, for the young
and old alike, becomes an obtainable goal.
St. John Maria Vianney says it so well. “There is nothing
so great as the Eucharist. If God had something more
precious, he would have given it to us.” Only the Eucharist has the ability to connect, sustain, strengthen, and
properly orient us, not only on the road of this life but the
road to life eternal. Knowing this, when life gets challenging, unsettling, and difficult, we can rely on and cling to
this gift we have in the Real Presence of Christ. This actual encounter with God celebrates God’s unconditional
love for us and grounds us to the truth of who we are in a
way nothing else is able to do. Because through the Eucharist we really do become the Body of Christ, we are
also bonded together in a most perfect way to one another
as that Body. Nourished, united, and strengthened by the
Eucharist, let us individually and collectively, bring this
wonderful gift to all we meet, especially the poor with
whom we have a special connection. ©LPi

Wednesday, June 9th
8:30 am - Chuck Hallier
Friday, June 11th
8:30 am - Kara Clark
Sunday, June 13th
8:30 am - Dan Vittetoe

Readings for the week of June 6, 2021
Sunday:

Ex 24:3-8/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16, 17-18 [13]/Heb
9:11-15/Mk 14:12-16, 22-26
Monday: 2 Cor 1:1-7/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [9]/Mt 5:112
Tuesday: 2 Cor 1:18-22/Ps 119:129, 130, 131, 132, 133,
135 [135a]/Mt 5:13-16
Wed:
2 Cor 3:4-11/Ps 99:5, 6, 7, 8, 9 [cf. 9c]/Mt 5:17
-19
Thursday: 2 Cor 3:15—4:1, 3-6/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12,
13-14 [cf. 10b]/Mt 5:20-26
Friday:
Hos 11:1, 3-4, 8c-9/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [3]/Eph
3:8-12, 14-19/Jn 19:31-37
Saturday: 2 Cor 5:14-21/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12
[8a]/Lk 2:41-51
Next Sunday:
Ez 17:22-24/Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16 [cf. 2a]/2
Cor 5:6-10/Mk 4:26-34

Liturgical Ministers
June 13th
Sacristan: Jim Kendall
EM:

Heidi Ryan
Fr. Andrew

Jacob Ryan
Hugh Scieszinski

Lectors:

Vicky Wieseler

Stephanie Brehm

Servers:

Natalie Clark

Hospitality:

Mike & Ruth Clark
Dave & Lesley Panos family
Troy & Tracey Louwagie family

Laura Swart

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
June 6, 2021

