Schedule

Participants are encouraged to read the chapters covered prior to the session.

Tuesday, March 9
Introduction & overview
Mark 1- 3

Tuesday, March 16
Jesus, the Christ
Mark 4 - 8

Tuesday, March 23
Jesus, the Son of Man
Mark 9 - 13

Tuesday, March 30
Jesus, the Son of God
Mark 14 - 16

These materials © 2021 Ronald L. Ryan, D. Min.
Please do not reproduce by any means without permission of the author.



An Introduction to the Gospel of

Most scholars regard the Gospel of Mark as the earliest of the four canonical gospels. Written about 70 AD, it pre-
serves arecord of the early Christian community’s struggle to understand the person of Jesus and the significance
of his words, actions, death and resurrection. It also provides us with an idea of the difficulties which the infant
church faced as it strove to survive in a world filled with tensions of its own.

There is nothing within the text itself that identifies the author, but ancient tradition has given him the
name Mark. The evangelist is sometimes identified with John Mark (cf. Acts of the Apostles 12:12) who ac-
companied Paul on his first missionary journey, until the two had a bitter falling out (Acts 15:39). They later
reconciled, and John Mark remained close to Paul during his final imprisonment in Rome. John Mark is also
referred to in 1 Peter 5:13 as “my son.” Non-scriptural writings from the second century describe the author
of the Gospel of Mark as a close associate of Peter, the one who would interpret the apostle’s preaching
from Aramaic into the common Greek.

There is likewise nothing within the gospel which specifies the location from which it was written or to
whom it was addressed. However, many scholars speculate that it was composed in Rome some years
after the deaths of Peter and Paul during the persecution of Nero (c. 64 AD). In this case the gospel would
have been put down into writing in an effort to preserve the apostles’ oral teaching, and to encourage the
local church to persevere in the midst of continuing oppression.

Eventually, copies of the gospel were circulated to other communities throughout the Mediterranean.

It is evident that the Gospel of Mark was used as a major source for the writing of the Gospels of Matthew
and Luke, composed a decade after Mark. The many parallels between these three Gospels give rise to
their being called the synoptics—‘“through the same eyes.”

In addition to being the earliest written gospel, Mark is also the briefest. The writer’s style is concise and
terse. However, beneath the brevity and straightforward approach is an intricate story full of drama and
hidden meaning. The author uses a variety of literary devices to weave a complex narrative with numerous
levels of meaning. One of the main elements in the narrative is irony, which is used to underscore the
conflict between faith and disbelief. This is evident in the attempts of the apostles to understand who Jesus
is. While the reader is aware of Jesus’ identity from the very first verse, the apostles and others in the gospel
story struggle to recognize that Jesus is more than a teacher, healer or prophet. They grapple with what it

means for Jesus to be the Christ—and what it means to be his disciples.

Using the titles “Christ”, “Son of Man” and “Son of God,” the evangelist challenges the reader’s own
understanding of Jesus’ identity and of discipleship. The author shows how Jesus refused to take upon
himself people’s expectations, and invited them to see him as he really was. He demanded that those
who wished to be his disciples follow in his footsteps.

The Gospel of Mark invites readers today to evaluate our understanding of Jesus and of discipleship.

Our preconceived ideas of Jesus as the “Christ” and the “Son of God” frequently blind us to the more
challenging aspects of his words and actions. We, too, are challenged to “follow Jesus along the way”’ (Mk. 10:52),
understanding that true discipleship involves following Jesus to Jerusalem and the cross. Only then do we

come to a fuller understanding of who Jesus is, and of what it means to be his disciple.



SAeJ\ OF bUIpI020Y [20S05) a4 buloNpoJiU] -[ods05) a4} jo buluuibag 9y ‘elaipia)\e] ausbng woiy pajdepe

y2Inyo 8y} pue snsaf Jo UOISSIW 8y - AI0JS s,/8dso5) ay) ul unbaq Sem Jeym anuipuoa o} Juss aJe sa|diosig

(8 — 1:91) uonoasnsay ay] :anbojidg

pOo5 JO UOS Se Jnqg ‘ueyy Jo uoS pue yo4nyd a8y} Jo uoIssiw ayj} o) suoneslduil sy Jo pue
ISLYD se Ajuo jou wiy [esenad yjesp pue uoissed ,snsap Apuspi siy jo suoneaydwi soeiquus o) enjem| sebusjieyd snsep
(L¥:GL — Liy)) uolssed ay] :g uonoaasg (12:8 —09:9) @A|9ML B SNS3[ JO UOISSI| ¢ UOI}OAS
P09 Jo wopbupy, 0} pireq jo wopbupy, ey} buipieba. Ya4nyo 8y} Jo jeyj pue uoIssIW siy Jo
suonejoadxa aluBISSaW SULIojSuel) ‘ pired Jo UOS, Se ‘Snsaf JuslXxa [|n} 8Y] [eanal 0} pue ,yainyd, w.ioj o} suibaq snsap
(L€:€L — 11L1) walesniar :Z uoioag (e9:9 — /:¢) sa|d1osIq ay] :Z uonoag
Aem ayj buoje wiy mojjoy, 03 suesuw i jeym pue SPpM0.JD pue s8|dIasip 0} pos) Jo wopbury swieoold
SI 8y oym ,o0s, ued Aayj os Jybis, anjom| saalb snsof ‘wiy mojjoy 0} se|diasip SajIAUI SNSaf
(2G:01 —22:g) snsar jo Aem ay] :} uondag (9:¢ —¥1:l) uonewejd0.d :| uondag
(-0 ‘euim ‘bunjuiip) dno ayj (-030 ‘sjuswbe.l) ‘peaiq bunyeaiq) pes.iq
(038 ‘buimojjoy ‘Aeuinol ‘peo.) Aem ay; (-0 ‘uswiiaysly ‘sjpu ‘eloys ‘eoq) ees
:sabew Aoy :sabew Aoy
UoISSIW 10} padinba. jusujiuiod Jo Yyjdap :snoo4 4o4nyd JO UOISSIW puk UOISSIW ,SNS3[ JO AJijestaAiun :sno0-
(/€1 —Z2Z'8) Ue jo uog ay} snsar :|| jooqg (LZ:8 — ¥L:1) ISMYD 8y} snsar :| joog

(¢ —2Z:L) snsaor jo wsnideg :anbojo.ud
(L:1) « "1edso9 ayy jo Buiuuibaq ayl,, :dH1L

"UOISSIW [BSJaAIUN S) pue abessaw [adsob ay) 1no aAl| 0} ‘ebebbeq |einynd pue suolipes) ‘seapl paAlaouodald Jo ob 19)
0} 9166n1s s Ajunwwod uensuy) Alies ay) SIouiw M ‘OA[oM | 8y} Jo sa|bbnas ayj Ul "8yl Ajunwiwod pue [euosiad Jiay} Joj suoneoldwi sy pue Ajjuapl
snser puejsiapun 0} 8|66nJ3s sy pue yoinyo AjJes sy} Jo Alois ay) s||8) os|e el ‘[odsos) siy Jo siseq 8y} se Alsiull pue a)l] snsar Jo Alois ay) Buisn Iy

"yeles| Jo JueAlag Bulayng 8y} ‘Uely JO UOS 8y} 8g OS[e Isnuwl JsuyD 8y} jey) Buimoys Aq Jaljaq Jisy)
AJe|0 0] S)@8s 8y puooss ay) Ul ‘suyD ay) se wiy aziubooas 0) ajdoad melp 0} sidwa)e snssf MOY SJUN0J8I JSII) Y| "SY00( 9S8y} 10} YJOMBWEL) e Se
snsaf o sa1l 8Y) sasn yle|\ “enbojids Jalq e Ag pemojjol pue anbojold Jaliq e Aq papadaid S)00g OM] Se Usas aq ued Mlej Jo [8dsog) ay) Jo ainjons ay |

JeW Jo |adson ay; Jo ainpnais ay |




Questions for reflection

e What similarities do you see between the community to whom the Gospel of
Mark was first written and our world today? What issues do we still face today
as individuals? As a church? As a society?

e What does the call to “repent and believe the Good News” (1:15) mean to you?

e The first disciples left everything to follow Jesus. What have you “left behind”
in order to live as a follower of Jesus?

e What does your “vision” of the Kingdom include? What are your hopes and
dreams for your self and for the world? What would you have to “leave be-
hind” for that to become a reality?

e What are the “old wineskins” (2:22) in your life? What are the “new wineskins”
and the “new wine’”?

e Jesus sent the healed Gerasene back to his family and friends to tell them what
God had done for him (5:19). If Jesus gave you these instructions, what would
you say to your family and friends?

e When the disciples make Jesus aware of the hunger of the large crowd, Jesus
challenges the disciples to feed them themselves (6:37). What are people
“hungry”” for today? How might the church respond? What do you personally
have to contribute to help “feed” the community?

e How would you answer Jesus’ question, “Who do you say that | am?” (8:29)
How has your understanding of Jesus changed over the course of your life?
How has your understanding of what it means to be his follower changed?

e When have you felt like the man who said to Jesus, “Lord, | believe; help my un-
belief” (9:25)?

e Each time Jesus predicts his passion and death, the disciples misunderstand
(8:31, 9:32, 10:35). Why was it difficult for them to understand Jesus as a
“suffering messiah’? How does this message challenge your understanding of
“power,” “success,” or “leadership’?

e If Jesus were to come to our “temple” today, where would he go? What would
he find there, and how would he react?

e The centurion sees Jesus’ death on the cross and announces that he is the Son
of God. What does Jesus’ death on the cross mean to you?



Recommended Resources

The Beginning of the Gospel: Introducing the Gospel According to Mark, Vol. 1 & 2
Eugene LaVerdiere, SSS
Liturgical Press

Mark: Good News for Hard Times
George T. Montague, S.M.
Franciscan University Press

A Companion to the Gospel of Mark
Michael B. Raschko

Twenty-Third Publications

A Costly Freedom: A Theological Reading of Mark
Brendan Byrne, SJ
Michael Glazier Press

An Introduction to the New Testament
Raymond E. Brown
Chapter 6: The Gospels in General; the Synoptic Gospels in Particular
Chapter 7: The Gospel According to Mark
Doubleday

The Gospel of Mark
Sacra Pagina Series, Vol. 2, Daniel J. Harrington, S.J., Editor
John R. Donahue, S.J. & Daniel J. Harrington, S.J.
Michael Glazier Press

The New Jerome Bible Handbook
The Gospel According to Mark
Liturgical Press

Reading the New Testament
Pheme Perkins
Chapter 10: Mark: Jesus, Hidden and Suffering Messiah

Paulist Press

The Human Authors of the New Testament, Vol. 1 & 2
Warren Dicarry
Liturgical Press

The Beginnings of the Church
Frederick Cwiekowski, SSS
Paulist Press




