Mangers are odd little things. They're feeding troughs, of course. In ancient Israel, they were made of stone.
They're not super-comfortable, but you know what? In a pinch, they can be kind of protective.
That's why experts -priests who lived near Bethlehem, near a hill known for raising sacrificial lambs- would
put lambs in them.
Not all the lambs; just the ones they thought were without blemish and suitable for the blood sacrifices that
took place twice a day. Sacrifices to cover sin.
These were the lambs Bethlehem was famous for. There was a hill there with a tower, "Migdal Eder", and the
flocks nearby were the ones that yielded lambs for sacrifice.
The priests wanted to keep the lambs without bumps and bruises. So they'd wrap them up tightly. They'd
swaddle them, wrapping them in cloths, like precious and terribly fragile bottles of wine.
And they'd lay them in a manger.
"Manger" is only mentioned in one account of Jesus' birth. (It's in Luke.) And it makes sense. There's really
only a small group of people who would understand its significance. And they are the very ones who hear the
words:
"You will find a baby wrapped in cloths, and lying in a manger."
Shepherds! The shepherds of the sacrificial flock.
They knew what the cloths and the manger meant.
"This will be a sign to you," the angel said. And it was. It wouldn't have been a sign to many. But to them?
Most definitely. And this sign was staggering.
The long-expected King wasn't headed to a palace. No, this was going to be different.
He was going to be sacrificed.
They knew where the Messiah was born... but they also knew where He was headed.
"Peace on earth
and mercy mild
God and sinners, reconciled."
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Some research: http://www.redeemerofisrael.org/2016/12/what-was-birth-of-jesus-like.html
https://www.dawsoncreekmirror.ca/opinion/columnists/sacrificial-lambs-and-swaddling-cloths1.24042119#:~:text=Every%20firstborn%20male%20lamb%20was,aside%20for%20sacrifice%20in%20Jerus
alem.&text=The%20newborn%20lambs%20would%20be,were%20being%20examined%20for%20blemishe
s.

