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Fifteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
July 14, 2019
Christ Jesus . . . is
the head of the

body, the church.
— Colossians I:15,

18

Readings of the Week
Monday: Thursda
Ex 1:8-14,22; Ps 124:1b-  Ex 3:13-20; PsI05I 5, 8-

8, Mt 10:34 — 1 I:1

Tuesday:
Ex 2:I-Iga; Ps 69:3, 14,

30-31, 33-34; Mt | 1:20-
24

Wednesda

Ex 3:1-6, 9-1 Ps 103:1b-

4, 6-7; Mt | 1:25-27

9; 24-27; Mt 11:28-30

Friday:

Ex I1:10 — 12:14; Ps
116:12-13, 15, lébc, 17-
18; Mt 12:1-8

Saturday
Ex 12:37- 42 Ps 136:1, 23-

24, 10-15; Mt 12:14-21

St. Scholastica Church

Sunday:
Gn |8:r-|0a; Ps 15:2-5;
Col 1:24-28; Lk 10:38-42

Today’s Readings

First Reading — The
word of the LORD is very
near to you, already in
your mouths and in your
hearts (Deuteronomy

30:10-14).

Psalm — Turn to the
Lord in your need, and
you will live (Psalm 69) or

Psalm 19.

Second Reading —
Christ Jesus is the image
of the invisible God

(Colossians |:15-20).

Gospel — The
Samaritan traveler was
moved with compassion
at the sight of the man
stripped and beaten by

robbers (Luke 10:25-37).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses
from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Sunday Mass
Readin gs

The thinking behind the Le

Saints and Special Observances

Sunday:
Fifteenth Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Monday:
St. Bonaventure

Tuesday:
Our Lady of Mount

Carmel

Thursday:
St. Camillus de Lellis

Saturday:
St. Apollinaris; Blessed

Virgin Mary
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Have you ever listened to someone giving a specific person
a dose of reality and realized that you were also intended to
“get it”? In today’s Gospel, Jesus is speaking to a know-it-all
who seems to be baiting him, trying to see if Jesus has the
theological wherewithal to be the great teacher he was said to
be, asking about the requirements in the Law to gain eternal
life. Jesus turns the tables and asks this lawyer, this expert,
how he himself would answer the question. The lawyer states
the obvious answer from the Law about loving God and one’s
neighbor. But Jesus asks for more: Who is my neighbor? Does
the Law answer this question?

In Deuteronomy, Moses spoke to the Israelites about the
new Law, the Ten Commandments. At the time of Jesus, those
ten “laws” had bloated into more than six hundred, requiring
interpretation so that people could be obedient but unencum-
bered by the inevitable inconsistencies of such a vast set of
regulations. Instead of the Law, Jesus answers with one of the
most famous stories of all time: the “good” Samaritan. Here is
where the plot thickens.

CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW?

On his way to Jerusalem, to the cross, Jesus and his disci-
ples had recently passed through Samaria and found no wel-
come there, due to animosity between the two peoples. Jesus’
disciples wanted vengeance. So Jesus tells the story of how
two strict adherents to the Law ignored the man who needed
help, probably because of a slavish interpretation of the Law.
A stranger from Samaria, who was seemingly little more than
a heathen, treated the man with kindness and compassion.
(Hey, disciples, did you hear that?)

Moses tried to tell the Israelites that the Law was already in
their hearts. Jesus wanted the lawyer and the disciples—and
us—to realize that the heart of the Law is a matter of our own
hearts. That is where we know our neighbor—everyone.
Today’s Readings: Dt 30:10-14; Ps 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34, 36, 37 or
Ps 19:8,9, 10, 11; Col 1:15-20; Lk 10:25-37

Copyright © 2019, J. S. Paluch Company, Inc., 3708 River Road, Suite 400,
Franklin Park, IL 80131-2158 1 800 621-5197. With Ecclesiastical Approbation.

God Wants To Be Known

The Old Testament
reading from
Deuteronomy praises
God for inscribing the
commandments in our
very bodies. God’s law is
not distant or foreign, but
a natural part of us. In his
letter to the Colossians,
Saint Paul echoes Moses,
praising God for
becoming one of us. The

truly human, flesh-and-
blood Jesus reminds us
that God always wants to
be recognizable and
familiar to us. Jesus, who
is also truly God, wants
to be on intimate terms
with each of us.

God’s passionate
desire to be known by us
is almost too wonderful
to take in. Luke’s Gospel

helps us understand how
to respond. The Good
Samaritan parable
provides practical advice
for those who believe in
God’s intimate love for
them and want to share

that love with others.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.




CLERGY

Pastor:
Rev. James B. Johnson

Parochial Vicar:
Rev. Jojo Tejada

Deacon:
Deacon Richard Meyer
Deacon Nick Nowak

ADMINISTRATION

Office Staff:
Louise Boyer
Anne Griffith
Pat Brockmann

Music Ministry:
John Edel
Donna Davis

Faith Formation:
Theresa Holland

Maintenance
Bo Bolinsky/John Guzolik

PARISH MINISTRIES &
ORGANIZATIONS

Community of Catholic Women
Constance (Connie) Taylor -
527-2599

Knights of Columbus
Jim Fitzsimmons - 249-7239 or ffitz-

2430@tampabay.rr.com)

Legion of Mary
Lois Tate - 897-5338 ;
Carolyn Geiger - 746-5169

Diocesan School
Saint John Paul Il Catholic School *
Phone: 352-746-2020

Parish Phone: 352-746-9422
Parish Fax: 352-746-2335
Email:
mychurch@stscholastica.org
Bulletin Announcements:
bulletineditor@stscholastica.org

Parish Office Hours:
Mon - Thurs:

8:00 am - 4:00 pm
Friday:

Closed

Please remember our parish in
your will.

We are on the web!
www.stscholastica.org

QR code to
St. Scholastica
Website

Treasures from our Traditions

the sound of church bells. Bells seem to have come into
church life in Irish monasteries around the seventh
century, and spread around the Christian world by Irish
monks on missionary journeys. By the eighth century,
bells were standard equipment in even small parish
churches. An ancient ceremony, once called the
“baptism of the bells,” recognizes that the church bell
has a voice to call people to awareness and summon
them to worship, and even bestows a name on the bell.
In a world without clocks or watches, the bell had
an indispensable role. For calling monks in from the
fields for prayer, or alerting far-flung visitors, the bell’s
voice was enhanced by hoisting it high into a tower.
Soon it was learned that the sound of several bells

Fifteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Who is my neighbor?

LUKE 10:29

clanging together in harmony imparted a sense of joy to great celebrations, and bell
towers prospered, some chock full of bells. Different combinations of rings could
indicate a death, a Mass, a wedding, a fast day, the curfew at the end of day, and the
Angelus. Before electricity, bell-ringing was hard work indeed: the biggest bell in the
Catholic world, in Cologne, Germany, weighs twenty-seven tons! There’s no substitute

for the resonant roar of a mighty bell; electric chimes are not eligible for blessing!

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Excuses, Excuses

As the saying
goes, ignorance of the
law is no excuse. That is
what Moses is telling the
people in the first
reading. The laws of God
are not difficult to
understand. Anyone with
a conscience should be
able to live with them.

By the time of
Jesus, the scribes and
Pharisees had added
many more laws. The
scholar who questioned
Jesus about eternal life
knew what was
important: loving God
with all your being and
loving your neighbor as
yourself. If he had

stopped there, he would
have been all right. But by
asking “Who is my
neighbor?” he implied
that there are limits to
love.

Even today, we
find people making
excuses for not doing
what God asks of us. We
judge people who need
help, saying they choose
to be poor or homeless.

We sign our kids up for
so many sports that we
don’t even go to church
on Sundays. Before you
start beating yourself up
with guilt, remember that
God expects us to take
care of our families, to
spend time with our
children, and even to take
time to rest and relax. If
we are willing to look at
our lives and bring them
to God, asking for
guidance, we are making
the first steps to keep

God’s law of love.
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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