LIVING FAITH
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 22

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
John 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. When he had said this, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him,
‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came
back able to see. The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to
ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were
saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask
him how he had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed,
and now I see.’ Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not
observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’
And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It
was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ They answered him, ‘You were born
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out.
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in
the Son of Man?’ He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in
him.’ Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ He said,
‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him.

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
Once again today, the Gospel stresses the importance of seeing, really seeing—not with your
eyes, but with the inner eyes of your heart and soul.

REFLECT AND DISCUSS
• In this Gospel, who is really blind? Is it the man whose eyes have never
seen, or is it the Pharisees, whose hearts and souls are closed?
• What keeps people from seeing Jesus, or from recognizing him?
• What about you? What keeps you from seeing Jesus, or from recognizing
him?
www.rcsj.org

Development and Peace Share Lent 2020

As a family, list some ways we can be more ecologically friendly...

THE CHURCH TEACHES
THE ANNUNCIATION

Covid-19: Pope offers prayer to Virgin Mary for protection. Watch here.
Prayer of Pope Francis to Mary for Help and Protection During the Coronavirus Pandemic.
O Mary,
you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus' pain, keeping your faith firm.
You, Salvation of Your People, know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father
and to do as we are told by Jesus, who has taken upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows to lead us, through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection.Amen.
Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the
entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious and
Blessed Virgin. AMEN.

ST. OSCAR ROMERO
FEAST DAY MARCH 24
Oscar Romero was Archbishop of
San Salvador. He was assassinated
on Monday March 24th 1980 as he
was celebrating Mass in the chapel of
the Divine Providence cancer hospital
where he lived. Thirty five years later,
he was declared a martyr of the
Church, killed out of hatred of the
faith, and was beatified on May
23rd 2015. He was canonized by
Pope Francis on October 14th 2018.
A quote from St. Oscar Romero:
Let us not tire of preaching love; it is the
force that will overcome the world. Let us
not tire of preaching love. Though we
see that waves of violence succeed in
drowning the fire of Christian love, love
must win out; it is the only thing that can.
September 25, 1977

For more, go to:
http://www.romerotrust.org.uk

