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413.566.8843 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
S
StMaryHampden@gmail.com found favor with God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and
bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus.” - Lk 1:30-31

www.stmaryshampden.org
Excerpts from the Lectionary Tor Mass 22001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

MASS SCHEDULE BAPTISMS
Saturday: 4:00 PM Please call the Parish Office
Sunday: 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM
Weekdays: 9:00 AM (Mon.-Wed., Fri.) MARRIAGES

Note: Limited seating due to Phase 3 Covid Protocols Before setting a date or making a deposit on the
Mass obligation continues to be suspended for all reception venue, please call the Office for

an initial meeting with the priest, at least six
CONFESSIONS months prior.

Confessions by prior appointment
while in Covid Phase 3 SACRAMENT OF THE SICK

Please call the Parish Office




SAINT MARY’S PARISH

HAMPDEN, MA

Liturgical Calendar
With Announced Intentions

Saturday, Dec 19: Vigil of Fourth Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM For John “Jack” Andre, Birthday Remembrance, by
Richard Mikolajczak & Family

Sunday, Dec 20: Fourth Sunday of Advent

8:00 AM For Blanche Dansereau, 21st Anniv. Remembrance,
by The Family
11:00 AM For the deceased members of the Morello family,

Remembrance, by The Family

Monday, Dec 21: St Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church
9:00 AM For Paul Stanton, Sr., Christmas Remembrance, by
The Family

Tuesday, Dec 22: Late Advent Weekday
9:00 AM For Madeleine Jacques, Remembrance, by Angela
Maggipinto

Wednesday, Dec 23: St John of Kanty, Priest
9:00 AM For Joanna Cardinale, 2nd month Anniversary,
by Betty & Jerry Sullivan

Thursday, Dec 24: Christmas Eve

3:00 PM Special Intention

5:30PM For Amanda Lee, Christmas Remembrance, by
Friends and Family

Friday, Dec 25: Christmas Day

8:00 AM For Fr. John McDonagh & His Parishioners

11:00 AM For Carl Frankenfeld, Clara Hawley & Karen Manos
Hawley, Christmas Remembrance, by the Family

Saturday, Dec 26: Vigil of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
4:00 PM For Timothy Fitzgerald, 29th Anniv. Remembrance,
by His Family

Next Sunday, Dec 27: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

8:00 AM For Mary Feyre, Remembrance, John Ryan

11:00 AM For James & Jean Downing and Stanley & Evelyn
Miodonka, Remembrance, by The Family

for these whe have been enjoying the Tather Flssd series of car-
toans by artist Spyder 1ebb, bhere are tws Christmas bonus strips
caunrtesy of our bulletin publishers, Liturgical Publications. Enjoy!
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Donald Karlie Lisa Kane Ethel Thomas Kathy

—

Ranahan Alicia Michael Collins  James Leon
Pray for Tom Robertson Jean Albano  Stella Pyrek
Chuck Powell Patty Ehlers  Thomas Accord
Max Daniel Ann Maraschino Diane Rodriguez Karen Ralph

Terry Beane Marilyn Francoeur John Haley Samantha Thans
Patrick Toomey Victoria Whalen Maia Courtois Patricia Coughlin
Carol Green Charlene Moore Elinore Canterbury Matt Briggs
Daniel Nitch All Veterans, All Nurses, Doctors, First Responders,
Nursing Home employees, Matthew Hanna, Pat Clark, Liz & baby
Max, Carol Collins, Lillian Brown, Fr. Adolf's Parishioners in
Uganda, Donna Jasiewicz, Esther Pozzoli
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fleadings E5'Week
Week of December 20, 2020
Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-16/Ps 89/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38
Monday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33/Lk 1:39-45
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd]/Lk 1:46-56
Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25/Lk 1:57-66
Thursday (Christmas Eve): Is 62:1-5/Ps 89/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/
Mt 1:1-25
Friday (Christmas Day): Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97/Ti 3:4-7/Lk

2:15-20. Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18
Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128/Col 3:12-17/Lk 2:22-40

Don't let Grandma lingev in Pugatory ... schedule a Mass Tntention today!

NEED A STOCKING STUFFER?
- We have limited quantities of the famous St. Mary’s
S “ . Parish Cookbook on sale for $12! Share our parish’s
F tried and true recipes with your loved ones. All pro-
ceeds benefit Fr. Adolf’s Health Clinic. Call Jean
i  Belisle at 566-2222, or stop in the Parish Office where

y we have a few copies available.
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OFFERTORY COLLECTION REPORT
December 13, 2020
General: $3,273.95, Development: $444.00
Religious Retirement: $761.00 Other: $284.00
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Fourth Sunday of Advent

I The obligation to attend ‘—HO! 'D#y I
| Mass, including Christmas s |
and all other holy days of “
obligation, continues to be suspended. People should not fee
| that they are sinning by not attending Mass on Christmas this |
year. Our Mass schedule this year is: Christmas Eve at 3:00|
IPM and 5:30 PM, and two Masses on Christmas Day, at 8:00
AM and 11:00 AM. Attendance at these masses are by reser- |
vation only. Call the parish secretary at 566-8843 to sign up.
I Space will be strictly limited. We ask everyone to plan ahead by
| being willing to use the reservation system, and to be very flexi- |
ble. Your cooperation is the key to our ability to do this. 1it|
| .
press time, we have not filled up any of the masses, so we do not
| anticipate the need to add more mass opportunities.

e |
| 3 1
=7hank You’ —

Thank you for your generosity to the special collection for Father
Adolf’s health clinic in Uganda. The total collected the week-
end of Dec. 5-6 is $4,985.00, but there are still more donations
coming in. Check out the charity GoFundMe site for St Mary’s
Father Adolf Health Clinic. Share the web link with your family
and friends: charity.gofundme.com/stmarysfatheradolf Also,
under the “Ministries” tab on our parish website are some photos
and information on how St. Mary’s Parish became a benefactor
for Father Adolf’s health clinic and the great work you have done!
- Welcome Sara Weichselbaumer! We

%; }‘L ?m are happy to welcome Sara as our new
FORMATION parigh Administrator Of: Faith Fpr-

“ mation. Because our faith formation

program is currently on remote format, we were not able to have
an in-person introduction. But many already know Sara. We
also want to acknowledge and thank Judy Knight who so gener-

ously acted as interim coordinator. Judy will continue as a faith
formation teacher, in addition to her many other parish duties!

LAST CALL—Confessions During Advent

In order to protect the health of both Priest and Penitents, we must do
contact tracing. Contact Tracing is a protocol to notify and advise those
who have come into close contact with someone who has tested positive
for Covid-19. The priest cannot do this because it would violate the se-
crecy of the Confessional. Therefore, Confessions are being done only
by prior appointment, by calling the office at 566-8843. The Secretary
will control attendance and will notify you of your appointment day and
time. Last Call—Only a few days more!

F Christmas Mass Schedule

Polish Food Sale—Immaculate Conception, Indian Orchard
Frozen pierogi (cabbage, potato & cheese, sweet cheese, and
blueberry), gotabki, and kapusta (cabbage) will be available for
purchase on Sunday, December 20th, 9am to Ipm. Optatek is
available. 25 Parker Street, Indian Orchard.

Dress Warmly—We have a requirement to ventilate the
church and circulate fresh air from the outside. The
only way we can do this is to open windows. Please re-
member to dress warmly for church!

Face masks need to cover both mouth and nose
Jfor the duration of mass. Do not remove your mask
while inside the Church. 6-ft distance between you and others.
Follow instructions of greeters regarding maximum occupancy.
Sunday mass and holy day obligations are still suspended.

December 20, 2020

GOSPEL MEDITATION
December 20, 2020—4th Sunday of Advent

In Blaise Pascal’s work, Pensees, he says: “What else does this
craving, and this helplessness, proclaim but that there was once in
man a true happiness, of which all that now remains is the empty
print and trace? This he tries in vain to fill with everything around
him, seeking in things that are not there the help he cannot find in
those that are, though none can help, since this infinite abyss can
be filled only with an infinite and immutable object; in other
words by God himself.”

We have a difficult time accepting that fulfillment and happi-
ness are not achieved by our own merits but through a relation-
ship with God. We are hardwired for this relationship and it is in
our DNA. The simple fact is that we come from God and are de-
signed to return to God. If our beginning and our end define who
we are, why would we not want to seek the One who can truly
satisfy? The world does not realize that it is waiting. It is waiting
for the birth of God in time, within one’s soul and in eternity. We
get so confused by seeking other momentary satisfactions that we
misinterpret the hunger within. We B e
crave God. '

The union of God and humanity,
revealed in Jesus Christ, is precise-
ly what sets us on a straight path,
orders our relationships, establishes |§ :
proper focus and goals and tells us s e
whose kingdom we really are meant to serve. We are so lost. God
is with us. The prophet Nathan told this to King David, the angel
said this to Mary and the birth of Christ brings this Good News to
us. We do not need to be busily looking for more things but must
learn to find contentment and blessing in the One Presence. This
is the beautiful simple message of Advent!

If you are feeling unsettled, anxious, angry, disgruntled, dis-
connected, unhappy, worried, fearful, off center, becoming overly
self-indulgent, unable to spend time alone and without distraction,
then there’s a good chance you are lost. Now is the time to allow
God to find you! Ponder the holy simplicity of Mary’s call to be
the Mother of God. “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May
it be done to me according to your word.” When we are helpless
and at home with our emptiness, God will fill us. Our Savior has
OLPi

Snow Policy Regarding Masses I
In the event of snow or ice storms that cause |
dangerous driving conditions at the time of
masses, this is our current policy: :
Weekday Masses—we try to follow the schools.
If schools are closed, there will be no weekday|
| mass. If schools are not in session, we will post notices on the |
| parish website and local t.v. stations. Thursday’s prayer service |
lis always cancelled if there is any amount of snow on the roads. |
| weekend Masses—we do not cancel weekend masses unless |
directed by the diocese. Use your best judgment and do not |
place yourself or others in danger on the roads. If snow is fore-
cast on Saturday, come on Sunday, and vice-versa. WeekendI
| mass obligations are still suspended due to the pandemic. |

Loving God, we ask for the grace of fervent faith, that instead of
living out of fear, we live out of faith. We know you are with us
and we ask for the grace of renewed spirit that we may find the

ways you meet us in our daily lives. We pray that you continue to
watch over all who have COVID-19, those who love them, and

those who provide care for them. Amen.



