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4™ SUNDAY OF EASTER
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“Whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gate-

keeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, as the shepherd calls
his own sheep by name and leads them out.” - Jn 10:2-3

"El que entra por la puerta, ése es el pastor de las ovejas. A ése le abre el
que cuida la puerta, y las ovejas reconocen su voz; €l llama a cada una por
su nombre y las conduce afuera”. - Jn 10, 2-3
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Holy Spirit Mission Statement

We, the Family of Faith at Holy Spirit, proclaim that by our Baptism we share in Christ’s mission as Priest, Prophet and King. We
recognize our responsibility to give worship to God, reverence to all people, respect to all creation and to share the Good News of
Jesus Christ. Acknowledging our own brokenness and our need to hope, we seek to be a forgiving and welcoming community
committed to service by the sharing of life and love with all, and working together to make peace and justice a reality in our world.
Strengthened by the presence of God in our lives, we undertake all of this through Our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen. Alleluia
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From The Pastor’s Desk
Courage of a Christian

Prophetic witnessing, an integral part of Christian vocation stems
from our baptism in Christ. Through our common baptism, we
share in the Priestly, Kingly, and Prophetic ministry of Christ
Jesus, the Sacrament of God. When the waters of baptism are
poured upon us, we are cleansed and forgiven of our
contamination from original sin and defilements of sins of
commission. This denotes our renunciation of Satan, his works,
and empty show. The Chrism oil is placed on our heads to signify
our configuration to Christ. Our baptismal vows challenge us to live
for Christ, speak and teach for Christ, feed, and heal for Christ. To
be another Christ is both a vocation and a mission. In our trials
and temptations arising from relationships, daily living and
struggles, challenges come our way that make us less prophetic in
discharging these baptismal promises.

Peter struggled likewise but after his post resurrection
reconciliation with Christ, the new Peter was not going to let
anything come between him and preaching whom he had
encountered, the Risen Christ. The Easter kerygma of Peter offers
us some insights as to how to overcome fear and witness with
courage. No number of incarcerations and physical manhandling
could intimidate him and the other apostles. His proclamation to
his Jewish community that the crucified, risen Christ is both Lord
and Christ, and same as the long-awaited Son of David, enthralled
his audience. In reply to their question, “What are we to do? Peter
told them to repent and be baptized to be saved.

In practical life, we are confronted with the systematic denial of
God, and promotion of anti-Christian values in the public sphere.
Peter urges us in the second reading today that it is a grace before
God to suffer for doing what is good because Christ left us an
example. In our daily living, suffering and dying, Christ is the model
for our belief and behavior. Peter's Easter Catechesis is a
reminder of the ongoing formation in the life of Christ that
Christians need for witnessing in the world of today. St. Paul
admonishes Timothy to preach for the value of knowing that the
Spirit he has received is not of cowardice. “/ am reminding you to
fan into flame the gift that God gave you when | laid my hands on
you. God’s gift was not a spirit of timidity but the Spirit of power,
and love, and self-control; so you are never to be ashamed of
witnessing to the Lord” (2 Tim 1:7).

If the apostles who were considered illiterates in their own time
could shake up the entire nation and change the world with the
gospel of Christ, what are we doing with our positions, knowledge,
degrees, specialties, skills, and expertise? Have Christians chosen
to be on the sideline of human history? Have we allowed our
worldly philosophies, ideologies, and ambitions to overshadow our
vocations as Christians and becloud our baptismal promises? May
the spirit of God you received on your day of baptism and
consolidated in Confirmation never be in vain as you courageously
manifest to our world that Christ Jesus is risen from the dead and
lives forever. How we evaluate our discipleship, pray, witness, and
be another Christ to others in these uncertain times is critical.

Post resurrection appearances and encounters of Jesus with his
followers provided the impetus and drive for post resurrection
evangelism. Marginal Christianity and discipleship are a strange
combination. More importantly, the words of our beloved St.
Francis of Assisi helps us to understand the intrinsic character of
our vocation as Christians, “Preach the Good News always, if
necessary, use words.” It is a sacred mandate and duty.

Fr. Eugene

Weekly Activities/Mass Intentions

Per Judge Clay Jenkins ordered to shelter in place
effective as of 11:59 p.m. on March 23 and continue to
May 15, our offices and church building are closed.

ALL PUBLIC MASSES HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

The Priests will continue to say Mass daily and pray
for all intentions for that day but for those wanting to
reschedule please call the parish office at 972-298-
4971, ext. 310 once offices are re-opened.

ALL WEEKLY ACTIVITES HAVE BEEN CANCELLED
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

Let us Pray for Healing:

For the sick, may they be refreshed with a wellspring of
healing and comfort, especially,

* Robert Renick, By,
* Peggy Konnett, 1

e Charles Turner, x
« Frances Ramirez, oy
» Gregory Torres,

+ Christy Alexander,

e Christel Allison,

e Erlinda Punzalan,

* Ed Lawler,

» Rebecca L. Garcia. We pray to the Lord...

Clergy

Pastor, Rev. Joseph C. Lee

Parochial Vicar, Rev. Eugene Okoli

Deacon, Al Evans Deacon, Charles Ruelas
Deacon, Gene Freeman Deacon, Paul Wood

Pastoral Staff

Adult & Family Director, vacant x323
Adult & Family Asst. Director, Marcela Solis x324
Baptism/First Communion, Lisa Estrada x312
Business Administrator, Leonardo Zapata x344
Business Associate, Yvette Gonzales x317
Childcare & Safe Environment, Sharon Bush x319
Children's Faith Formation, Deborah Pearson x314
Community Life, Melisa Limones x326
Music Director, Felipe Ramirez (972)298-4971
Outreach, Tammie Marceleio x320
Parish Office, Gina Renddn x310
Pastor's Office, Delia Garcia x311
Parish Resource Associate, vacant x330
R.C.I.A., Lindee Greer x343
Youth & Young Adult Ministry, Devyn Buschow x316
Youth Ministry, Rachel Cromwell x345

Please contact the following staff members for questions about:
Becoming Catholic: Lindee Greer, x343

Baptism & First Communion: Lisa Estrada, x312
Confirmation: Devyn Buschow, x316
Funerals: Please contact Funeral Home or Parish Office, x311.
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 3, 20Z0

UM 5/03 Acts 2i14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1)11 Pt 2:20b-254n 10:1-1C
[ 5104 Acts 11:71-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4 [, 2a)In 1:11-18
TUE 5/05 ACs 11:19-26/Ps B7:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 [Ps 117:1a]l4n 10:22-30
ED S/0E Acts 12:24—13:5a/Fs 67:2-3, 5, 6 and B [4]]n 12:44-50
507 Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27 [2])3n 13:16-20
| 5/08 Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab [Thc)n 14:1-6
5/09 Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3ad]fn 14:7-14
SUMN 510 Acts B:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 1819 [22]/1 Pt Z:4-8/n 14:1-12

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 3, 2020

Sunday: 4" sunday of Easter; Workd Day of Prayer for Vocations
Tuesday: Cinco de Mayo

Thusrsday: Mational Day of Prayer

Next Sunday; 5" Sunday of Easter; Mather's Day

Lecturas de la semana

Domingo: Hch 2, 14. 36-41/1 Pe 2, 20-25/Jn 10, 1-10
Lunes: Hch 11, 1-18/Jn 10, 11-18

Martes:  Hch 11, 19-26/Jn 10, 22-30

Miércoles: Hch 12, 24—13, 5/Jn 12, 44-50

Jueves: Hch 13, 13-25/Jn 13, 16-20
Viernes: Hch 13, 26-33/Jn 14, 1-6
Sabado: Hch 13, 44-52/Jn 14, 7-14

Domingo siguiente: Hch 6, 1-7/1 Pe 2, 4-9/Jn 14, 1-12

Liturgy

Altar Flowers & Mass Intentions:

If you would like to dedicate a Mass, lamp or
flowers in honor or memory of a loved one, please
| | contact Gina Rendon, ext. 310 in the Parish Office.

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week in honor
of Sheila Balagna by Juanita Wilkerson.

Finances
Sunday Collections needed for Avg. Weekly Operating
Expenses: $ 34,000.00
Contributions - April 21-27 $ 19,746.00
Shortage $ 14,254.00

#of Weeks Sunday Collections met or exceed average weekly
operating expenses this Fiscal Year: 7 out of 43

May 16-17 Catholic Charities

Thank you to everyone for your continued generous support
of the parish!

Please go to our website for on-line giving at
www.holyspiritcatholic.com for your weekly donations.

Catholic Diocese of Dallas

On March 31, 2020 the Governor of Texas issued an
Executive Order, viewing religious services as essential.
Therefore, at this time, in consultation with local authorities,
and out of a desire to help combat the virus and limit the
flock from exposure or risk, aware that many events by their
nature attract large numbers of people, | hereby decree the
following:

e Public Masses remain temporarily suspended. As
public Masses draw large crowds, Masses and other
devotions will continue to be livestreamed where
possible. In addition to parishes, the Diocese continues
to broadcast live masses and recorded events on the
Diocese of Dallas website and local television. During
such Masses, there will be an act of spiritual
communion.

e All Catholics of the Diocese of Dallas remain
dispensed from the obligation to attend Mass “on
Sundays and other holy days of Obligation” (canon
1247).

e There are to be no scheduled gatherings at the
church or on church grounds during this time period,
although the church building may remain physically
open at times during the daytime hours if this is
practicable.

e Scheduled Confessions at the church, which can
cause groups to form large lines, remain temporarily
suspended. An individual may request the Sacrament
of Penance (confession) and /or Anointing of the Sick if
they are truly in dire need. Call Delia Garcia at 972-298
-4971 ext. 311 to make an appointment. During this
time, the faithful should make Perfect Contrition.
https://www.cathdal.org/Perfect Contrition.pdf

e Funeral services will be limited to a graveside service
with immediate family only and are not to exceed 10
people in total, including the minister and the funeral
director staff.

e Memorial Masses will be celebrated at a later date
once the crisis passes.

e Wakes and Viewings will not be possible at this time.
This Decree remains in effect until May 1, 2020 unless it
is modified or revoked.

Youth Ministry

Unfortunately Confirmations have been postponed until
September. Please pray for our
candidates!

We will also be postponing our
Baccalaureate celebration. If you are a
graduating senior (from high school or
college) and would like to be notified when
we have our new date please emall
devynbuschow@holyspiritcc.org
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Life in Abundance

Heavenly Father,

your Son, Jesus, is the Lamb

who models selfless love for others.

May we imitate his life-giving service.

Jesus is the Good Shepherd,

who guides and gathers your people, making
us one.

May we seek reconciliation and healing,

and strive to sustain the bonds of peace.
Jesus is the gate

through whom we enter eternal life with you.
May we seek salvation in him alone

and bring others to share in the life he offers
so that all people will have life in abundance.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, May 3, 2020
Heeding His Call

Today's Readings: Acts 2:14a, 36—41; Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b—4,
5 6 {1 I Peter 2:20b-25; John 10:1-10. We find consola-
tion in the Gospel passage as we identify with the sheep
who recognize and follow the voice of Christ, our shepherd.
Jesus praises his sheep for trusting him alone. We are fur-
ther uplifted by the promise of enjoying a life of fullness
with God.

Although Jesus speaks of his sheep in glowing terms,
we know how easily sheep go astray. Our Second Reading
reminds us that there are times we prefer to wander off. It is
difficult to follow the example of Christ, the innocent Lamb
who suffered for our sake, It is difficult to respond to insults
with kindness and patience. It is difficult o act with justice

and integrity when we are dismissed for doing so. Sometimes
it is easier to ignore God's voice and go our own way,

The reading from Acts assures ws that our Good
Shepherd keeps calling us, even if we stop listening. Even if
we think we have wandered so far away we won't hear him,
his voice will reach our ears. He calls because he wants us
to have life in abundance, but also because there are others
who are not yet part of his flock. As we heed our Shepherd's
call, we may discover that we can shepherd others toward
him. These people also need to hear his voice, 1o be wel-
comed into the fold, and to share in the gift of the Holy
Spirit that brings vs into eternal life with God.



THIS WEEK AT HOME

Monday, May 4

One Flock

The first big challenge the early Church faced was whether to
admit non-Jews into the community. Since Jesus was Jewish,
some people insisted that non-Jews who wished to follow
Christ also had to follow Jewish laws, such as what foods
they could eat, In response, Peter speaks of a vision in which
God dispenses both Jews and Gentiles from such laws, The
two groups can now come together to form one flock with
Jesus as their shepherd. Pray for the grace to welcome
all kinds of people into God’s flock. Today's Readings:
Acts 11:1=18; Psalm 42:2-3; 43:3-4; John 10:11<14.

Tuesday, May 5

Speaking to Them

The sheep who recognize the voice of their shepherd include
the people of Antioch. At first, only the Jews in Antioch had
the story of Christ proclaimed to them. No one talked with
the Gentiles. When some people finally did, their preaching
was so successful that a large nomber “was added to the
Lord” There are people who will welcome the Good News if
we share it with them, and if we speak with compassion and
sincerity. Today's Readings: Acts 11:19-26; Psalm 87:1h-3,
4-3, 6-7; John 10:22-30.

Wednesday, May 6

The Spirit Speaks

In a rare moment in Acts, the Holy Spirit speaks directly to
the Aposiles. If we long for the Holy Spirit to speak clearly
to us, we should note that the Apostles heard the Spirit while
they were praying and fasting. Moreover, they had dedicated
themselves to God's work, just as Jesus had. Jesus spoke only
as his Father commanded him and worked signs because of
his perfect obedience. Our Lenten practices helped us listen
to the Spirit and follow Christ. Do you have Easter practices
that are helping you heed the Spirit's call? Today's Readings:
Acts 12:24—13:5a; Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; John 12:44-50.

\
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Thursday, May 7

Salvation Continues

Jesus tells his disciples to imitate his life of loving service,
but he also notes that not all of them will. He knows that
Judas will betray him, In Acts, Paul and Barnabas travel with
a fellow Christian, John, but he leaves them after a short
while. It is difficult, sometimes even painful, when someone
close to us turns away from us. Sometimes there is nothing
we can do, but sometimes there is. Have you had a conflict
with a family member or a friend that you can resolve?
Today's Readings: Acts 13:13-25; Psalm 89:2-3, 21-22, 25
and 27: fohn 13:16-20.

Friday, May 8

His Way

As Paul continues his speech in the synagogue, he reminds
his listeners that people rejected Jesus, What happens to peo-
ple who reject Jesus? If we expect such people to be excluded
from God's reign, we might be in for a surprise. Sometimes
we forget that Jesus is “the way, the truth, and the life," and
we are not. Jesus alone decides who enters God's Kingdom,
Such final judgments are not ours to make. Say a prayer
of thanksgiving for God’s great mercy. Today's Readings:
Acts 13:26-33; Psalm 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab; John 14:1-6.

Saturday, May 9
Light from Light

By asking Jesus to show them the Father, Philip reveals that
he doesn't yet understand that by seeing Jesus, he sees the
Father. Jesus is the light who reveals the eternal radiance of
God. Therefore, by proclaiming Jesus to the Gentiles, people
like Paul and Barnabas spread God’s light across the world.
They do great works, just as Jesus did. Spend time in prayer
today asking Jesus what works you could do to further glo-
rify God, Today's Readings: Acts 13:44-52; Psalm 98:1,
2-3ab, Icd-4; John 14:7-14.

J




ESTA SEMANA EN CASA

Lunes, 4 de mayo

Un rebano tnico

El primer gran reto de la [glesia primitiva fue si admitfa a los
no judios. Como Jesis era judio, algunos insistfan en que los
no judios que desearan seguir a Cristo también tenfan que
obedecer las leyes judias; por ejemplo, qué alimentos no
comer. En respuesta, Pedro habla de una visidn en la que
Dios exenta a judios y a gentiles de tales leyes. Ambos gru-
pos pueden aglutinarse ahora en un rebafio Gnico cuyo pastor
es Jestis. Ore por la gracia de recibir a todo tipo de gente en
el rebafio de Dios. Lecturas del dia: Hechos 11:1-18; Salmo
42:2-3; 43:3—4; Juan 10:11-18.

Martes, 5 de mayo

Hablar con ellos

Las ovejas que reconocen la voz de su pastor incluyen a la
gente de Antioquia. Los judios de Antioquia fueron los pri-
meros a quienes se les proclamé la historia de Cristo; pero
nadie hablaba con los gentiles. Cuando por fin les predicaron,
el éxito fue tal que un gran nimero de gente “se incorpord al
Sefior”. Hay gente que recibird la Buena Noticia si se la com-
partimos v si se la compartimos con compassion ¥ sinceri-
dad. Lecturas del dia: Hechos 11:19-26; Salmo 87:1b-3,
4-5, 67 Juan 10:22-30.

Miércoles, 6 de mayo

Habla el Espiritu

En Hechos, el Espiritu Santo habla directamente a los apos-
toles. 5i anhelamos que el Espiritu Santo nos hable asi, debe-
mos reparar en que los apdstoles oraban v ayunaban cuando
oyeron al Espiritu: estaban consagrados a la labor de Dios al
igual que Jesds. Jesds hablaba sélo cuando su Padre se lo
ordenaba vy obrd sefiales por su obediencia perfecta. Las
pricticas de Cuaresma nos ayudaron a oir al Espiritu v a
seguir a Cristo. jCuales pricticas pascuales le ayudan a dis-
cernir el llamado del Espiritu? Lecturas del dia: Hechos
12:24—13:5a; Salme 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Juan 12:44-50,
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Jueves, 7 de mayo

La salvacion continta

Jesids dice a sus discipulos que imiten su amor al préjimo,
pero tambidn advierte que no todos lo imitacdin, Sabe que
Judas lo traicionard. En Hechos, Pablo y Bernabé viajan con
otro cristiano, Juan Marcos, quien los deja al poco tiempo. A
veces es dificil, hasta doloroso, cuando alguien cercano se
aleja. A veces nada podemos hacer; otras si. ;Ha tenido un
conflicto con un pariente o amigo que hava podido resolver?
Leciuras del dia: Hechos 13:13-25; Salmo 89:2-3, 21-22,
25 y 27; Juan 13:16-20.

Viernes, 8 de mayo

Su camino

Pablo prosigue su discurso en la sinagoga y les recuerda a los
presentes que la gente rechazd a Jesis. jQué pasa con la
gente que rechaza a Jesis? Que esa gente se verd excluida del
Reino de Dios, tal vez sea un error. A veces olvidamos que
es Jestis “el camino, la verdad y la vida", y no nosotros. Jesis
es ¢l que decide quién entra al Reino de Dios. Tales juicios
no son de nuestra competencia. Ore o dé gracias por la com-
pasidn de Dios. Lecturas del dia: Hechos 13:26—33; Salmo
2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab; Juan 14:1-6.

Sdbado, 9 de mayo

Luz de luz

Al pedirle Felipe a Jesis que le muestre al Padre, deja ver
que alin no entiende que ver a Jesis es ver al Padre. Jestis es
la luz que revela el resplandor eterno de Dios. Por lo tanto, al
proclamar a Jesds ante los gentiles, gente como Pablo y
Bernabé esparcen la luz de Dios por el mundo. Hacen gran-
des obras al igual que Jesis. Dedigue hoy tiempo a orar y
pregunte a Jesds qué puede hacer usted para glorificar atin
mis a Dios. Lecturas del dia: Hechosl3:44<52; Salmo 98:1,
2-3ab, Icd—4; Juan 14:.7-14.

CUARESMA Y PASCUA 2020
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