Masses
Saturday [anticipated] 4:30 pm
Sunday 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am
Mass Tuesday-Friday in the chapel at 9 am

Confessions
Tuesday
7-7:30 pm
Saturday 3-4 pm
in the chapel

14 February 2021

Re-Aligning our Priorities
…A thorough review of what is most important to us, and
what seems to be important to us by virtue of what we
actually do, is prime Lenten activity. If what we are
hoping to do during Lent is to grow in…our deepening
desire to be more closely aligned with the heart of Jesus,
then we will want to do this personal review very
carefully….
Getting Started
I can start a variety of ways, but it would be wonderful if
we could start with prayer. We can ask God - in our own
words, and with desire - for the grace to do this review
with real honesty, and with a real desire to grow in
freedom and integrity….
Naming my values
Then, I can name what is most important to me. A piece
of paper would be very helpful, so that I can put it into
words and keep “editing” or refining the words as I go
along. I will try to be as explicit as possible. Instead of
saying, “My kids.” I might spell out the values that are
important to me in my saying that my kids are a value,
e.g., “It is extremely important to me that I be there for
and with my kids when they are encountering key growth
moments in their lives….homework time, relationship
struggles, in wins and losses, in relaxing and having fun.”
We want to “open up” our values, as we name them….
Spelling out the values in actions
Then, with each value, I will list what that value will mean
in concrete behavior. For example, I may have written a
value statement that is quite wonderful, “My relationship
with my wife is the most important relationship of my
life…” ...The real work, the real “choosing” happens when I
spell that out in real actions that will give life to that
valuing. The true test of a value's importance to me is how
it survives, in competition with other important values, in
the contest for time in my everyday life. I can tell what I
really value, by what I really do….
Don't forget to be complete
One of the serious “mistakes” in trying to realign priorities
is that I can easily overlook “operational priorities” that I
might not be to aware of, or that I might not be to proud
of….There probably are things in my life that I just do
regularly - I read the paper every morning at 6 a.m.; we go
out to dinner every Saturday night; I have “season tickets”
to something. I need to name these. If “watching TV” is a
big priority in my life (something I spend 4, 6, 10, 20 or
more hours a week doing), or if I have to watch something
every week, I should name it. If escaping into sexual
fantasy is something I do quite regularly, I should name it.
Smoking, drinking, surfing the net, collecting little ceramic
things, fixing up the basement, are things that can become

pretty engaging, are often time and resource consuming,
and should be named.
Establishing new priorities
When all of my priorities are lined up like this, I am then
ready to re-value them….next, name what my “first
priorities” are. This may sound ironic: how many “first”
priorities can I have? In this sense, my first priorities are
those that I will always do. In any competition for time,
these choices will win out. That is what defines them as
my priorities. My relationship with God, with my family,
with my faith community, with my friends, with others in
need, might be in this category. This is what I do not
want to neglect any more.
Then, it is very important to name the second level of
priorities. These are very important, …but I want to make
sure to distinguish them from my top priorities. I may,
for example, have “my work” priorities here. They are
very important to me, but I want to realign my priorities
so that my first ones actually come first.
Then, I will clearly put a lot of other stuff in the third
level of priorities. Now this process gets to be purifying.
I may discover that I spend more money on smoking or
recreation or knickknacks than I give in support of my
faith community or the poor. I may realize that I spend
more time watching TV than I do praying. I may find it
difficult to surrender something I “always do” for
something I now want to make sure I always do. Since
this is where we may need the most grace, this is a very
important time to turn to the Lord and ask for help and
freedom. Dying to self, in order to be who I am called to
be for and with others, is not easy at first. With practice,
it can become a source of great joy and fulfillment. And,
with God's grace, it will be part of my contribution to the
Reign of God's coming closer and closer.
Building in a review time
Because this realignment will take practice, it will involve
some back sliding at times. In times of crisis or under
pressure, we all regress back to behaviors we were most
comfortable with. Our new priorities can vanish. That is
why it is critical to keep reviewing how we are doing.
During this Lenten time, we may build in a daily
examination of how we are doing. With time, we may
want to develop the practice of reviewing our day to day
fidelity to our priorities every Sunday morning, or some
other time during the week. With each examination, we
need to give thanks to God, for the grace that has inspired
and sustained this life-giving realignment of our priorities.

Excerpted from Choosing Lent: Acting Lent
a webpage of Creighton University’s Online Ministries

Remember in your Prayers
All who are suffering or sick and all caregivers who minister to
the sick: Joanne Newsom, Jackie Chancio, Anne Marie
Whittaker, Greg and Felicia Yohe, Joe Coleman, John Hogan,
Deirdre McQuade, Danny Hart, Amy Howard, Mary Morehead
and family, Curtis Bailey, Leondre Massey, Sister Constance
Ward, George Cochran, Mark Anthony Turner, Rachel Fisher,
Patricia Ransom, Beverly A. Woods, Kerianna Prather, Victoria
P.; D.K.C.,M.M., R.M., K.M., C.M., C.A., E.D., E.G., W.B.,
J.M., H.G., and J.G.
Please call or email the office to add a name to the prayer list.

Before calling, please be sure you have spoken to the person
[or a member of his family] about adding the name—we do not
want to inadvertently disregard someone’s desire for privacy.
Names of those who are sick or suffering will be kept on the list for
one month; to keep a name on the list for longer, you must email the
parish office.

Announcements
Bishop’s Appeal
For both the Ordinariate and the Archdiocese of Washington,
it is time for the annual Bishop’s Appeals. Many parishioners
have already received materials about the appeals in their
mailboxes. But if you have not received any such mailing, you
can pick up information and contribution forms on the
information table in the lobby. Please be generous in your
support of our dioceses.
The Knights of Columbus are looking for men 18 years old
and older that are in good standing with the Catholic Church
to join the parish's own St John Fisher Council 16499. If you
are interested, please contact brother Knight Joe Chancio at
301-751-2368 or email jchan319@comcast.net.
Help Beautify Our Church
Join us in praying that the work on repairing and beautifying
the church will go quickly and smoothly, with no Covid or
other delays in permitting or contracts.
O heavenly Father, who hast filled the world with loveliness;
Grant, we beseech Thee, a swift consent to our bid to beautify
thine house, giving the spirit of governance and of a sound
mind to all in authority in this matter. Vouchsafe to hear our
prayer, O merciful and gracious Father, for the love of thy
dear Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, 13 February
Anticipated Mass for Sunday
4:30 pm those for whom Rafael A. Madan is obliged to pray
Sunday, 14 February
Quinquagesima
8 am Pro populo
9:30 am Burtt Richardson +
11 am Lilian Madan Gamble +
Monday, 15 February
Pre-Lenten Feria
9 am no public mass
Tuesday, 16 February
Shrove Tuesday
9 am Tony Flacco +
Wednesday, 17 February
Ash Wednesday
9 am Zelie Guinivan
7:30 pm Meta Ann Guinivan +
Thursday, 18 February
Thursday after Ash Wednesday
9 am Clifford W. Schaible [month’s mind]
Friday, 19 February
Friday after Ash Wednesday
9 am Yolande Caron +
Saturday, 20 February
Anticipated Mass for Sunday
4:30 pm Maria Lopez +
Sunday, 21 February
The First Sunday in Lent
8 am Patricia Brown + [Joe Chancio]
9:30 am Pro populo
11 am Guy Brisson +
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