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https://bible.usccb.org/bible/exodus/17?3
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/95?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/romans/5?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/4?5
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Thoughts/Reflections about this week’s gospel reading

Upon arriving in Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began to drive out
those who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money-
changers and the benches of those who sold pigeons, and did not allow anyone to
carry merchandise through the temple courts.

How do we reconcile the anger and actions of Jesus in our minds and hearts? Even if
we have a cerebral understanding that there is a righteous and proper anger as men-

tioned in Scripture and displayed by Christ in this passage; we can still struggle with

this. How can we harness our anger and yet express it "righteously"?

Look to Jesus for clarity. In this passage, Jesus upholds all things holy. He was trying
to instill in people the holiness of God and his temple. His anger was just and impec-
cably fair. The meeting in the temple gives us a little insight into the mind of God.

God is jealous of justice and is outraged when sinners trample his holiness.

How do we follow the example of Christ? We wish to be the ones who are "white
hot" for God in the face of the unjust. As Christians, it is appropriate to be angry
about our own sin. Evil should infuriate us. However, no matter how hard we try, we
will continue to struggle with righteous anger, as well as fear and doubt. But we must
continue to thank God for his grace and mercy, even if we defile his temple and use

it for worldly personal gain.

For this Christ was born. For this, Christ was crucified. For this, Christ rose from the

grave.

PRAYER: Jesus, help me to know what you consider holy. Help me take a brave

stand for those things. Help me to be slow to anger. Keep revealing to me in ways
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