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 EUCHARISTIC  
ADORATION     

 EVERY  TUESDAY  
Beginning at 8:30AM 

and concluding 
           at 7:00 PM  

with the Miraculous   
Medal Novena and Benediction. 

 
O, come let us adore Him! 

 
 
Jesus wants you to carry 
on His work.  How is the 
sheer busyness of your life 
preventing you from living 
the life God is calling you 
to live? 
—Rediscover Jesus, pg. 3 
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MONTHLY   FOOD DRIVE  
 

The regular monthly collection of NON-
PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS for the needy 
of Chester County will take place  the 
weekend  of January 2nd & 3rd. Please leave 
your donations in the bins in the vestibule.  
Your generous contributions of food are 
greatly appreciated.    

WWW.STMAX.ORG 
 
Make sure you visit our website 
regularly .  On it you will find a 
wealth of information about 
parish life—from registering/

membership, news on parish events and 
happenings, a digital copy of the bulletin as well as 
interesting informative videos by noted Catholic 
speakers, such as Bishop Robert Barron.  Stay in 
touch with your St. Max family! 

 
BIBLE  STUDY 

 The Monday night Bible Study will begin 
again on Monday, January 4 7PM in the 
Kolbe Room to study the book of 
Psalms.   The Psalms tell the “inside” story 
which comes from the deeply personal 
perspective of one who is seeking God.  Come 
join Jeff Cavins, Tim Gray and Sarah 
Christmyer and learn how the Psalms can 
i n f o r m  a n d  t r a n s f o r m  y o u r 
prayer.   Registration is $25.00.  Contact the 
rectory at 610-399-6936 or Lidia Manieri at 
610-399-9488 or  lidia@mmanieri.com for 
further information.  information 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BASICS OF THE  FAITH  
A happy and blessed New Year to all! There 
will be no session on Sunday, January 3, 2016.  
Monthly sessions will resume on Sunday, 
February 7, 2016  at 8:45am in the Maximilian 
Room in the rectory (side entrance).  The topic 
will be The Ninth Commandment: Practice 
Purity of Heart. 

 
 
 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS  FOR 2017 
The 2017 Mass Intentions book will open on 
Monday,  January 4, 2016.    We will be taking 
requests on a first come, first served basis.  If 
you have any special dates you would like, we 
suggest you come in as soon as possible or 
you may mail in your requests with the 
stipend. All requests must be made either in 
person or via mail.  No phone requests will be 
accepted.   
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St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 

School 
 is a treasure right in  

your backyard. 
 

Take a tour and discover the many facets of 
our school and how your child might benefit 
from a Catholic School education. 
 

Catholic values 
 Strong academics 
 Latest Technology 

 Art, Music, Physical Education 
 Full Day PreK and Kindergarten 

 Active Parent Association 
 After School Cares Program 

 
 Call for an appointment and tour: 

  610-399-8400 

 

CHURCH   COLLECTION  
 

DECEMBER  20, 2015 
NOT AVAILABLE  AT 

THIS  TIME  
THANK  YOU FOR  

YOUR GENEROSITY ! 
 

“It is Christmas every time you let God 
love others through you.  Yes, it is 

Christmas every time you smile at your 
brother and offer him your hand.” 

—Mother Teresa 

THE  JUBILEE  OF YEAR OF MERCY 
 

During the Jubilee Year of Mercy, checked the St. 
Max website, www.stmax.org, for ideas, videos 
and links that will help you learn more.   Here you 
can find information about many parish activities 
as well as the special times the Church is now 
celebrating.  These are some highlights: 
 
Pope Francis proclaimed The Jubilee Year of 
Mercy, which begins on the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception on December 8, 2015, and 
continues through the Feast of Christ the King on 
November 20, 2016.  On our website home page 
you can find two links related to the Jubilee:   

· A video of Bishop Robert Barron talking 
about Pope Francis and Mercy, including 
the relationship between God’s love and 
mercy and our sin. 

· In the Catholic Links section, click on the 
Merciful Like the Father logo to see the 
Vatican website about the Jubilee.  There 
you find the pope’s official proclamation; 
his letter explaining the meaning and 
importance of mercy; the many graces 
available to the faithful; and much more. 

 
At the top of the home page, click on Adult Faith 
Formation to view an entertaining two-minute, 
fast-paced video on the true meaning of Advent, 
and a video of Bishop Barron’s words of wisdom 
on the spirituality of the season. 

 

YEAR OF MERCY APP 
Our Sunday Visitor’s FREE 365 
Days to Mercy app, is designed to 
accompany you on a spiritual 
journey during the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy proclaimed by Pope 
Francis.  The official Year of 
Mercy is December 8, 2015 to November 20, 
2016, but daily inspiration, stories, and news 
began appearing in the app on November 20, 
2015, giving you a full 365 Days to Mercy.  
Available on the App Store and on Google 
Play. 
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EUCHARISTIC  ADORATION : 
HEALING  FOR THE SOUL 

 

Are you looking for a way to 
enrich your spiritual life and grow 
closer to Jesus?  We have a great 
opportunity every Tuesday to 

spend some time with Jesus during Eucharistic 
Adoration. Members of a wonderful group of people 
have each committed to being there for a particular 
hour between 9 am and 7 pm so Jesus is never left 
alone.  Many others are able to come in for briefer 
visits. Any one of any age is always welcome. Just drop 
in.  Some people just sit there quietly with Jesus; some 
pray the rosary or other prayers; some read spiritual 
books.  There are no requirements or expectations.  Try 
it!  
 
We’d like to have at least two people committed to 
each hour; we also need to compile a list of people who 
are willing to be called upon as substitutes when the 
regular adorers are unable to be there.  If you would 
like to participate in this important ministry, let us 
know. We have a particular need for the 9 to 10 am and 
5 to 6 pm hours, but additional people are welcome at 
any hour. To volunteer for a regular hour or to be 
placed on the sub list, please provide your name and 
contact information to Anne Chavez at 
chavezamd@gmail.com or 610-793-2154 or call the 
rectory to volunteer. 
 
"The time you spend with Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament is the best time you will spend on earth. 
Each moment that you spend with Jesus will deepen 
your union with Him and make your soul 
everlastingly more glorious and beautiful in Heaven, 
and will help bring about everlasting peace on earth." 
(Mother Teresa) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VATICAN  SPLENDORS 
 
The beauty of Vatican City is currently being 
hosted at The Franklin Institute with the once-in-
a lifetime exhibit, Vatican Splendors. 
 
From the sights and sounds of the grand Basilica 
to a touchable cast of Saint John Paul II’s hand, 
embark on a journey through the ages of artistic 
expression and religious iconography.  Many of 
these items have never been seen outside of 
Vatican City. 
 
The Franklin Institute is offering tickets that are 
discounted more than 28% off of the box office 
price.  Visit www.fi.edu or call 215-448-1200 
and use the promo code ARCHPHL and plan 
your trip today.  This exhibit will run through 
February 15, 2016. 

VIGIL  FOR L IFE  
 
Come pray as a volunteer Helper 
of God’s Precious Infants at the 
Vigil for Life.  It will be held at on 
Saturday, January 2, beginning 
with Mass at 8:00 AM at St. Agnes Church, 231 
W. Gay Street, West Chester.  A procession to the 
Planned Parenthood Building on Wayne and 
Market Streets will follow the Mass.  The Rosary 
will be prayed at the abortion site. 

 
The following St. Max 
parishioners were recently 
name to the honor roll for 
the first marking quarter.  
Congratulations on your 

academic achievements. 
 

Padua Academy 
Bridget Cahir, Grade 9—First Honors 
Kristen Geary, Grade 9—First Honors 

Grace Casey, Grade 10—Second Honors 
 
 

Archbishop Carroll High School 
Gracie E. Magrone-Stahly, Class of 2019 

Second Honors 
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ARE YOU REGISTERED? 

�
If you worship with us, we welcome you to 
St. Maximilian Kolbe!  We encourage you 
to register and become an active member 
of our parish  community. We strive to 
keep our  membership records as updated 
as possible. There is a constant ebb and 
flow of people moving in and out of the 
parish.  If you don’t receive mail from the 
parish, it is a good indication that we do 
not have you enrolled.  If you wish to 
register, please come to the Rectory Office 
after Mass on Sunday from 9:00 AM to 
1:30 PM or from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM 
Monday through Friday.  The Rectory 
Office phone number is (610) 399-6936.   
You may also register online at 
www.stmax.org.  

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  
Mother of God 

New Year’s Eve Thursday, December 31  
5:30 PM 

New Year’s Day Friday, January 1   
9:00AM and 10:30 AM 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOUND IN  CHURCH  
 

A gold bracelet was found in church.  
Please call the Rectory Office to describe it 
and claim it. 
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NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS WORTH  KEEPING 
 
This is the time of year when we start thinking 
about New Year’s resolutions and what we are 
going to do differently and better.  We may resolve 
to eat more healthy, work out, quit smoking or 
perhaps even organize those closets and garages.  
But we can resolve to improve our spiritual lives 
as well.  Perhaps you and your family can try one 
of these suggestions to make 2016 the best year 
ever.  Happy New Year! 
 
Try learning about a new saint each day.  
www.americancatholic.org features a few 
paragraph for each day of the year.  Learn some 
new saints you may have never heard of before or 
become more familiar with some old favorites. 
 
Set up a box or jar in your home.  Each day, have a 
family member (or all members) write on a slip of 
paper something they are grateful for that day.  
Watch as your collection of blessings grows 
throughout the year—as well as your gratitude. 
 
Pump up your prayer life—Add a new prayer to 
those you pray each day. Perhaps you can pray the 
St. Gertrude prayer for the Holy Souls in 
Purgatory.  Consider the Rosary, which honors our 
Blessed Mother, as well as helping us ponder 
many events in the life of Christ.  Don’t have time 
for a full Rosary?  Try doing just a decade a day.  
You may even want to pray the Divine Mercy 
chaplet during this Jubilee Year of Mercy. 
 
Grow your faith—Do something to help you learn 
more about Catholicism.  Join a Bible study, read a 
chapter of a good book on your faith, make a 
retreat, attend daily Mass and/or Eucharistic 
Adoration. 
 
 
 
 

�
�
�

� ��� �� ���	
����� �� 	����� �
On Monday, January 25 at 6:30 PM, our 
parish will be hosting a “Safe Environment” 
Protecting God’s Children Training Session 
in the Multi-Purpose Room in the School.  To 
register for this session, please go to http://
www.virtus.org (Our organization is 
Philadelphia, PA--Archdiocese.) Please 
register as soon as possible, since there is 
limited seating.  If you cannot make this 
session, please visit the website for other 
dates and locations within the Archdiocese.  
Sessions last 2 1/2 hours. 
 
If you are planning to work with children 
during the coming school year (CYO, school, 
PREP,  Children’s Liturgy of the Word, etc.), 
you must attend one of these programs. 
Please sign up now!! 
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Laura Arena, James Burke, Sr., Donna Burke, Joan Carbo, Maryann Corrigan, Maria 
Costello, Glen Dekutowski, Lisa Dekutski, Louis  DiGregorio, Frank Donato, David Doty, 
Denise Doyle, Hayden Elliot, Angelina Fiorito, Patricia Foster, Isabel Francolini, Mary 
Garofalo, Patricia Greist, Ron Hauser, Edmund Hayes, Marie Herrschaft, Ray Holback, 
Gary Hunter, Agnes Iacona, Judy Ikena, Sondra Kelly-Richmond, Martha Kerr, F. Edmund 
Lynch, Jack McAdams, Felice McElwaine, John McGowan, Kathleen McGrory, Jeff 

Melasecca,  Amy Miller, Pat Mitchell, Kayleigh Moran, Alexandra Morin, Ethan Mullin, Paul Nappi, 
Marie O’Connor, Barbara Ostapowicz, James Palo, Joe Peta, Chan Prathanaluangxay, Craig Riddell, 
Edward Robbins, Joseph Robbins, Drew Robertson, Mary Rossi, Geraldine Rotteveel, Anne Marie Swans, 
Meghan Tenaglio, Karen Tipka, Bill Verona, Dana Vink, Eveline Walker. 

 
ALTAR  FLOWERS 

 
Consider Altar Flowers as a 
way to remember your 
dearly departed. Please 

place a donation of $40, the date, the name of 
your loved one, your name and phone number in 
an envelope in the collection basket or drop by 
the rectory. The names will be published in the 
parish bulletin.   Any questions please call the 
rectory at 610-399-6936. 
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Francis & Dolores O’Shea 
Kisleiko & Zoltak Families 

Wayne Yohn 
David Fry Jr. 

Thomas & Patricia Smith 
Charles & Kathryn Gruber 

Kearney & Doherty Families 
Patrick McHugh Sr. 

Frederick H. Eissler, Jr. 
Peter & Charles Filorimo 

MOM-Heart of the Home  
Day of Renewal 

Registration is now OPEN for our 22nd An-
nual  Day of Renewal to be held on Febru-
ary 13, 2016,  9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Sts. Simon 
and Jude Meehan Center, West Chester.  
Calling moms of all ages and types: new 
moms, seasoned moms, grandmothers, step-
mothers. Even if you’re not a mom, you are 
still welcome! Start your Lenten season by 
replenishing your spirit. Come listen to two 
amazing, inspirational morning and after-
noon speakers Renee Eells and Kathi Clap-
ham. See our registration form for all details 
a t  www.mom-hear to f thehome.org /
events.html  or call Selma Menezes at 610-
455-0708 or email at selmamene-
zes@hotmail.com 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
WEEK  OF DECEMBER  27 

 

 

 

MONDAY   8:00 AM Int. of All Unborn Children 

TUESDAY– 8:00  AM          John &Helen Barna 

WEDNESDAY–8:00 AM              Stephen Parfitt 

THURSDAY 8:00 AM               Joseph F. Carlow 

FRIDAY           **NEW YEAR’S DAY** 

SATURDAY —9:00 AM             James Bonacorsi 

 
 
 
 
 

WEEK  OF DECEMBER  27, 2015 
Sunday 

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28; Col 3:12-
21 or 

3:12-17 or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52 
Monday 

1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18 
Tuesday 

1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 
Wednesday 

1 Jn 2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40 
Thursday 

1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 
First Friday 

Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
First Saturday 

1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28 

A FAMILY  PRAYER  
 

Heavenly Father, thank you 
for the gift of our family.  
Enlighten our hearts and 
minds that we may live more 
fully this vocation of love. 
 

In our daily life and work, 
may we reflect your self-
giving love which you, O Father, eternally show 
with your Son and the Holy Spirit.   
 

Let your love be evident in the peace that reigns 
in our home and in the faith we profess and live.  
May our family always be a place of generosity, 
understanding, forgiveness and joy.   
 

Kindly give us the wisdom and courage to be 
witnesses in Your eternal design for the family 
and grant that the Holy Family of Nazareth may 
always guide our path to holiness as a family.   
 

We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
ONE-DAY  RETREAT  

 

M o t h e r  Bo n i f ac e 
Spirituality Center, 
3501 Solly Avenue in 
Northeast Philadelphia 

is offering a “Day of Reflection on God’s Merciful 
Love” on Saturday, January 9, 2016 from 9:30 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   Open your heart to receive the 
blessings of Pope Francis’ Extraordinary Jubilee 
Year!  It’s a time to ponder god’s mercy, know 
and receive it ourselves, and resolve to be 
“missionaries of mercy” to others.  The program 
will include two Bible studies, theological 
reflection, and a refresher course on the corporal 
and spiritual works of mercy.   Day concludes with 
Eucharistic Adoration and an opportunity for the 
sacrament of Reconciliation.                      
  
Presenter:    Sr. Sara Butler, MSBT, STL, PhD, 
seminary professor of theology for over 25 years 
and consultant to the Pontifical Council for 
Promot ing the New Evangel izat ion. 
  
Fee: $40* (includes a $10 non-refundable deposit).  
Please call 267-350-1830 to register or for more 
information. *$30 for those whose registration w/
deposit is received by January 4th 


