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Sisters and brothers, we gather this morning
as the community of the Risen Christ as we
remember Mother’s Day on this Fifth Sunday
of Easter. Turning to the Gospel of John we
find Jesus in the Upper Room speaking with
his apostles some words of consolation as
he prepares them for what is coming next—
his passion and death by crucifixion. He is
saying “good by’ to them while they are
confused , upset and being flooded with an
array of human emotion....in shock, anger,
disappointment....Thomas speaks up and
asks—“Master where are you going?” And
Jesus responds: “Do not let your hearts be
troubled....believe also in me.”

I believe, we like the apostles are in need of
the consolation of the Lord at this time as
we too are asking what’s going on in our
world? when is this pandemic going to end?
where are you Lord in the midst of it all?
Today’s Gospel offers us three features of
the Lord’s gift of consolation, namely,
closeness/nearness, truth and hope. Jesus
says to us:“I am here!” “I am here with you!
using few words Christ consoles us in silence
..... in the silence of his abiding—peace. Too
often, we might misinterpret that quiet, that
silence, that stillness as God not being there!

The second feature of Christ’s consolation is
consoling us in the Truth! Jesus did not hide
the truth, but spoke the truth gently without
seeking to hurt his disciples. He said:

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. In my
Father’s House, there are many dwelling
places. I am going to prepare a place for
you.” Once again, Jesus is not mincing the
truth, but says it as it will be....”I’'m leaving...
I will die....."He speaks simply, and says it
meekly, without wounding anyone. Jesus
acknowledges that he will die and doesn’t
hide that truth. Sisters and brothers, the
same is true of our own reality in this
pandemic, that there will be a lot of DEATH
and that we will have to suffer, but through
it all Jesus will be close to us to strengthen
and console us.

And the third characteristic of God’s
consolation is HOPE. Christ will not deny the
awfulness of the present moment we are
experiencing together. Jesus reassures us:
“but let not your hearts be troubled.. believe,
also in me.” Upon leaving us in death,

He goes first to open the door, the doors of
the Father’s House through which one day

we too will pass! Amen! Jesus continues,

“I will come again to take you to myself that
where I am you may also be!” Jesus will return
and take us by the hand and invites us to enter
into his peace. It is that PEACE that is at the
base of every consolation that the Lord chooses
to offer us. Yet sometimes, we allow our
humanity to get in the way of receiving what
God desires to offer us. Sisters and brothers,
God wants to be with us with this gentleness,
with this closeness, with this meekness, with
this truth and with this hope!

You and I are sojourners on the path of LIFE
and we can become anxious when we are lost.
Many of us resort to Mapquest or a GPS to
guide us to our designated destinations. But
God offers us not a MAP but a PERSON, Jesus
Christ! who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life!
As we continue to journey forward, Jesus
entrusts us to the care of his Mother and ours.
From the Cross he says: “Woman, this is your
son/your daughter! And to his beloved John,
he says Behold your Mother!”

Today, as a Nation, we remember our mothers,
grandmothers, Godmothers, and spiritual
mothers, who have given us LIFE and brought
and taught us about JESUS! As we continue to
take time to give thanks for the gift of Mother—
hood within the Church and the world, may
Mary our Mother wrap us under her maternal
mantle of protection and consolation. We
also remember our Mothers who have gone
before us to the House of the Father. May
they continue to look out for their sons and
daughters, as we hope to join them one day
in heaven. And may we pray for those new
moms, who await the miracle of birth—a
child made in the image and likeness of
God. To one and all..a happy and blessed
Mother’s Day as we pray for you at the
Table of the Lord! This Eucharist is for you!
The greatest gift we can give. Be Blessed!

With love, the Franciscans!
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Eucharist as sisters and brothers in the Lord. We are
committed to grow and diversify the Church through the
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