
 

Hello Ladies: 

  What a great start to a new year of Ladies 

Guild! I hope you all enjoyed yourselves at our 

September meeting and are excited about all of 

the fun activities we have planned for the year. 

  Fall is here, though it may not feel like it weather-wise! We are entering some of 

the busiest few months of the year. Kids are fully back into school and activities 

and the holidays are fast approaching. As much as we may love all of it, the busy-

ness of this time of year can be stressful. Now is a good time to reflect on Father 

Drew's theme for the year: "Turn back my soul to Your rest." 

  ñBut there's so much to do,ò you say. ñHow and when can I rest?ò 

  However, that's exactly what Jesus wants for you, to find refuge and peace in 

Him. I heard this somewhere and it keeps coming back to me: ñIf you're too busy 

to pray, then you're too busy.ò Reflect on this and ask Jesus to help you make 

time for what really is most important: spending time with Him. 

  I'm looking forward to seeing you at our next meeting on October 19! 

 

Tina Dougherty 

Ladies Guild President 

713-859-6861 
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extra raffle ticket for some prizes. Also, 
our Angela House collection for this 
month is gently used/new womenôs bras 
and new underwear (plus sizes too). 
  In addition to our regular meeting, we 
have scheduled a field trip to Brookwood 
Community Tuesday, Oct. 10. Located 
in Brookshire, Texas, 40 miles west of 
downtown Houston, the Brookwood 
Community is a non-profit (501(c)3) resi-
dential facility and vocational program 
for adults with disabilities. We will meet 
in the parking lot of the Ave Maria Cen-
ter at 9 am and caravan there. We will 
shop in the Brookwood Gift and Garden 
Center, browse the greenhouse, and 
have lunch with friends in the adjacent 
Caf®. Come join us for a fun outing! 

  October is full of fun activities for La-
dies Guild members! 
  Put your sneakers on and get ready 
for some self-defense training! Our 
Thursday, October 19 meeting will 
feature Janette Lapus, a professional 
yoga instructor and self-defense train-
er, who also happens to be a St. Lau-
rence parishioner. Come and learn 
what to do if you are ever approached 
or attacked. We will watch a small 
presentation on crime against women 
and then practice some valuable 
skills. Donôt miss it!  
  We will meet in the Parish Hall at 
6:30 pm for some socializing over 
food and drinks. Brink your favorite 
dish or dessert to share and get an 

Programs    by Cara Turner & Linda Pedersen 
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Elizabeth Valeri, Cammi 

Janik, Rita Dunphy, Erin 

Linton, Julianne Salver-

son, Felicia Smith, Rose 

Davis, Norma Knoebel, 

Kathryn Hensler, and 

Marissa Cannon.  

  St. Laurence Ladies 

Guild promotes service 

and fellowship activities 

for the ladies of St. Lau-

rence Parish. Member-

ship is open to and en-

joyed by ladies of all ag-

es from young adults to 

retirees. Weôre so glad 

you decided to join us! 

   

Membership    by Jen Reyes & Carol Giardina  

  Welcome to our new 

members, and to those 

who have returned after 

a year or so away: Linda 

Day, Maggie Tilman, 

Bonnie Inamdar, Renee 

Dunning, Gail Anawaty, 

Tanya Leiber, Cristina 

Carlson, Diana Collins, 
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In Service and 

Sisterhood, we 

support one 

another as 

Sisters in Christ. 

Weõre on the Web! 

www.stlaurence.org/

ladies-guild 

άIŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ǎŜǊǾŜŘΦέ  

aŀǧƘŜǿ нлΥну 

The purpose of Ladies Guild is two-fold: 
 

To provide spiritual fellowship to the women of the parish at our monthly meet-
ings. To provide service to the parish and local agencies in need. 
 
In many ways we are like both Martha, the one who acted, and Mary, the one 
who simply made herself available to our Lord and others. Ladies Guild does a 
tremendous amount of service for the parish and our community. 
 
¶ We donate proceeds from our Shop óTil You Drop fundraiser to programs 
such as the Social Concernsô Village Program, Parks Youth Ranch, Fort 
Bend Family Promise, Mamie George Center, Fisher House, and Angela 
House. 

 
¶ Our Funeral Receptions Ministry provides fully catered receptions for pa-
rishioner funerals. 

 
¶ We provide receptions for the Ministry Fair, Hospitality Sunday, and spe-
cial occasions. 

 
¶ Our Meals that Heal Ministry delivers home cooked meals to parish fami-
lies who need temporary assistance such as new moms, people with sick 
relatives, or anyone in need. 

 
¶ Our Praying Hands Ministry receives/writes prayer requests and distributes 
them to those on our prayer chain. 

 
¶ We have supported the Mamie George Center by providing volunteers for 
activities and items for their gift shop. 

 
¶ We have made blankets for displaced children, and collected food, cloth-
ing, toiletries and paper goods for various charities, and for our service 
men and women. 

Join us Tuesday, Oct. 10ñBrookwood Field Trip. Meet at 9 am at AMC for lunch & shopping. 

https://stlaurence.org/ladies-guild
https://stlaurence.org/ladies-guild


  The Meals that Heal Min-
istry provides meals to pa-
rishioners of St. Laurence 
who are in need of a little 
extra help during times of 
illness, after surgery, or 
the birth of a baby. 
  This ministry is a part of 
St. Laurence Ladies Guild, 
but membership in Ladies 
Guild is not a requirement 
for volunteering to help 
provide meals. 

  We provided six meals 
during the month of Sep-
tember. Thank you to the 
following for providing 
those meals: Judy Schock-
ling, Sharon Gonzales, 
Maureen Saenz, Kathy 
Koudelka, MaryAnne Talab 
and Carmen DeneenΦ  
  This is a wonderful way to 
serve others! If you or a 
parishioner you know is in 
need of meals, or if you are 

interested in providing a 
meal to those in need, 
please contact: 
 
 

Joan O'Daniel at 
281-980-5851 

or  
la-

diesguildmth@gmail.com 
 

Shop ôTil You Drop    by Lucy Maldonado 

 

  The annual SHOP óTIL YOU DROP shopping extravaganza hosted by the 

St. Laurence Ladies Guild will be on Thursday, Nov. 16, 2017 from 5:00 - 

9:00 p.m. at the St. Laurence Ave Maria Parish Life Center.  

  Get a jump start on your Christmas shopping and join us as we welcome 

more than 40 vendors selling everything under the sun! Door prizes are 

awarded throughout the evening! 

  Attention vendors! We have spots open for this year's event. The monies raised each year go towards 

helping various organizations in our community and beyond. If you have a business and would like to pur-

chase space in our event, please contact Lucy Maldonado, our Shop ôTil You Drop Chairperson, for more in-

formation at lucy1007tx@gmail.com, or print and fill out the form at the end of this newsletter and mail it to 

the address on the form. 

Meals That Heal      by Joan OõDaniel 
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2017-2018 Ladies Guild Meeting Dates and Programs 

Feb. 15, 2018ðGreen Cleaning 

March 22, 2018ðCelebration of the Irish 

Experience 

April 19, 2018ðMosaic PotsðMake, Take 

and Donate 

May 17, 2018ðEnd of Year Celebration 

 

Sept. 21, 2017ðWelcome Back 

Oct. 19, 2017ðSelf-defense Training 

Nov. 16, 2017ðSHOP óTIL YOU DROP 

Dec. 14, 2017ðAnnual Christmas Party 

Jan. 18, 2018ðChocolate & Wine Tasting 

 

 

Save the Date! Tuesday, Nov. 8ñBrunch, 10:30 am at Black Walnut Caf®. 

tel:(281)%20980-5851
mailto:ladiesguildmth@gmail.com
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FUNERAL RECEPTIONS   by Carol Giardina, Judy Schockling & Chrissy Mitchell 

 
 
  Thank you to the following ladies for assisting with food and serving at three funeral receptions for 
September. Thanks so much to all who assist families in their time of need. 

  The month of October is 

dedicated to the Holy Ro-

sary. The feasts in October 

also include devotion to the 

Guardian Angels, and the 

feasts of some of the most 

popular saints of the univer-

sal Church are celebrated 

during this month: St. 

Therese the Little Flower 

(France), St. Francis of As-

sisi (Italy) and St. Teresa of 

Avila (Spain). 

Prayer to Our Lady of the 

Rosary 

  O blessed rosary of Mary, 

sweet chain which unites us 

to God, bond of love which 

unites us to the angels, tow-

er of salvation against the 

assaults of hell, safe port in 

our universal shipwreck, we 

will never abandon you. You 

will be our comfort in the 

hour of death; yours our final 

kiss as life ebbs away. And 

the last word from our lips 

will be your sweet name, O 

Queen of the Rosary of 

Pompeii, O dearest Mother, 

O Refuge of Sinners, O Sov-

ereign Consoler of the Af-

flicted. May you be every-

where blessed, today and 

always, on earth and in 

heaven. 

 

Prayer to My Guardian 

Angel 

Angel of God's light, whom 

God sends as a companion 

for me on earth, protect me 

from the snares of the dev-

il, and help me to walk al-

ways as a child of God, my 

Creator. Angel of God's 

truth, whose perfect 

knowledge serves what is 

true, protect me from de-

The Holy Rosary and Guardian Angels    by Teresa Humphreys 

  If you are interested in signing up to 
help with Funeral Receptions, please 
email lgfuneral@gmail.com or contact 
Carol Giardina (281) 703-8615. Please 
note that as opportunities arise, you will 
be sent a link to SignUpGenius. 
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Elaine Aleman Peggy Anderson Julie Badrick 

Therese Bernier Jane Braun Essie Burgess 

Katie Coppedge Miranda Domec Tina Dougherty 

Julie Evett Marge Gerontakos Carol Giardina 

Krista Gibson Sharon Gonzales Kathy Heinemann 

Leslye Henderson Kathryn Hensler Mary Jane Hess 

Anne Higgins Cathy Hines Linda Holifield 

Jean Jablonski Sue Jordan Margie Koenig 

Rita Kramer Sue Kulha Mariann Licato 

Luanne Marconi Michelle McGinnis Sandra Mendez 

Christine Mitchell Lisa Murphy Elia Nava 

Theresa Neal Tho Nguyen Tammy Noe 

Becky Pascual Edith Personette Jennifer Reyes 

Donna Romaine Judy Schockling Amy Stugart 

Glenda Trevino Alma Villarreal Devoni Wardlow 

Ladies Guild Praying Hands is one powerful prayer chain. Send prayer requests to sllgprayers@gmail.com. 

ceits and temptations. Help me 

to know the truth, and always 

to live the truth. Angel of God's 

love, who praises Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, who sac-

rificed His life for love of us, 

sustain me as I learn the ways 

of Divine love, of sacrificial 

generosity, of meekness and 

lowliness of heart. Thank You, 

my heavenly friend, for your 

watchful care. At the moment 

of my death, bring me to heav-

en, where the one true God, 

Who is light, Truth and Love, 

lives and reigns forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm
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Please bring new or gently used bras and NEW womenõs underwear to our October meeting 
to donate to the residents at Angela House. 

  Angela House, the designated charity 
for Ladies Guild for 2017-2018, was 
founded in 2001 as a transitional, resi-
dential facility for women upon their 
immediate release from incarceration. 
Angela House serves women released 
from the Texas Department of Crimi-
nal Justice (TDCJ) prison and state jail 
system, and county jails. In December 
2013, they relocated to a newly reno-
vated facility south of downtown Hou-
ston, formerly known as the rectory of 
Mount St. Carmel. 
  Initially, the women make a four-

month commitment with the under-
standing that they can extend their 
time in order to accomplish their goals 
and successfully reintegrate into socie-
ty. The women who participate in the 
program need housing, counseling, 
medical, dental and legal assistance, 
jobs and often retraining or education 
to support themselves and their fami-
lies. Forty eight percent of the women 
currently incarcerated in Texas are 
there as a result of drug charges. 
  The residents are women who are 
typically homeless or at risk of being 
homeless and who have few if any re-
sources with which to begin the pro-
cess of moving toward stable residen-
cy and productive lives. Most par-
ticipants are economically poor, and 
need housing, counseling, dental, 
medical and legal assistance, jobs 
and often, retraining or education to 
support themselves and their fami-
lies. 
  Maureen OôConnell, a Dominican 
sister, is the Executive Director and 
Founder of Angela House.  Before 
beginning Angela House in 2001, 
Sister Maureen served as a teacher, 
a Police Officer and Chaplain for 
the Chicago Police Department, a 

psychotherapist, trainer, and manager 
of community service agencies. 
  Ladies Guild has committed to col-
lecting items for Angela House at their 
monthly meetings. Please check the 
yellow box below to see what we are 
collecting each month. 

Angela House 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Sandra Parker  August 25 
Mary Anne Talab September 20 
Lynette Mazur  September 22 
Erin Linton  October 3 
Carol Griesser  October 4 
Marjorie Smith  October 7 
Lisa Murphy  October 15 
Shirley Corbett October 17 
Barbara Williams October 29 

Sister Maureen OõConnell, 
Executive Director of Ange-
la House, was the guest 
speaker at the September 
Ladies Guild meeting. 

Click here to sign up to work in the  
Bazaar Beer & Wine Booth  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4dadae28aa8-2016


Join us Saturday, Nov. 4 for Reflection Through the Arts: Cultivating a grateful heart through 
creative arts and writing. AMC Trinity Roomñ9 to 11 am. 

Fellowship  

Service  
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Sisters in Christ  September donations for Angela House 

Julie Badrick, Nancy Powers and Julie 
Evett serving at a funeral reception. 

September Ladies Guild Meeting Breakfast at Skeeterõs 

to my church community by 

meeting other women in 

the parish, and providing a 

social gathering and minis-

try to serve others.ò 

  Sue and her husband, 

John, have lived in Sugar 

Land for 34 years. They 

met while both were work-

ing at Texaco. She became 

a stay-at-home mom to 

raise their three children, 

who are now out of college 

  As a found-

ing parishion-

er of St. Lau-

rence, Sue 

Garcia was 

searching for 

the right place to get in-

volved. 

  ñLadies Guild presented 

itself as the perfect ministry 

(there were few at that time) 

to join,ò she explained. ñIt 

allowed me to become closer 

and on their own, and 

worked part time as an ac-

countant and substitute 

teacher. 

  Sue has served on the 

board many times over the 

years, most recently as 

Programs Chairperson, 

which has led to ñmany 

friendships and associa-

tions with multiple parish-

ioners over the years. Itôs 

having been, and continu-

ing being a member of the 

Guild which allows me to see a 

familiar face in such a large 

parish. I ask myself ó26 years?ô 

Itôs just the ófitô for me. Maybe 

itôs been the right balance of 

belonging where Iôve been ful-

filled with kindness of others 

and having opportunities serve, 

too. A ministry tends to draw 

you closer to your church as a 

whole, too. Ladies Guildéstill 

a perfect ministry.ò 

Chicago but has lived in 

Sugar Land for 17 years 

with her husband, Xaviar, 

and their three sons, ages 

25, 12 and 10. Besides 

volunteering, her hobbies 

include traveling, cooking, 

and photography.  

  A member of St. Lau-

rence since 2009, she 

said, ñThe reason I chose 

to join was because I be-

lieve that when you have 

  Elizabeth Valeri may be 

one of the newest members 

of Ladies Guild, but she has 

been exhibiting the qualities 

of a Ladies Guild member 

for years while volunteering 

at Memorial Hermann Hos-

pital, Lunches of Love, Fort 

Bend Womenôs Center, Be 

the Match, and in several 

ministries at St. Theresaôs. 

  ñI have been interested in 

joining Ladies Guild since I 

volunteered for Caring Cre-

ations at St. Laurence. I 

took the step this year after 

a brief conversation with 

Jennifer in Membership 

since I translated it to a sign 

from an Angel.ò 

  Elizabeth is originally from 

a group of women to-

gether with one com-

mon goal, which is to 

serve others, as well as 

being able to focus on 

the needs of our com-

munity, that in itself 

makes a positive im-

pact and makes a dif-

ference in the lives of 

others that will forever 

be imprinted in my 

heart.ò 




