Sunday Readings: Sunday30 August2020
First Reading: Jeremiah 20:-B
30th AUQUSt 2020 Second Reading Romans12:1-2
Twenty-Second Sunday Gospel Reading Matthew 16:2127

. . . Readings: Sunday6 September202(Q
In Ordlnary Time First Reading: Ezekiel 3370

Year A Second Reading Romans13:810
Gospel Reading Matthew 18:1520
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Please note: Our new parish website is www.altonacatholic.org.au

Parish Finances during the Coronavirus Pandemic:
While many of us are unable to gather for Mass, and prayers, you are invited to consider ways of supporting your
local Church. We understand that this is a difficult time for everyone. If you are able to continue supporting
financially please see options to do so below...

Option # 11 CDF Electronic Transfer
1. Using the internet type in, copy & paste or click on this link

2. Click on Give one time to choose either a one-time contribution or set up a recurring offering.

3. Click on other to decide the amount you would like to contribute

4, Under Additional Questions click on Presbytery to choose where you want you offering to go, either
Presbytery or Parish.

5. Complete contact information

6. Complete Payment information

7. Finally click on give (green box with the amount you want to give in the center of the box.

8. I f you have a Thanksgi vVving Envel ope Number, pl ease

9. Follow the last few steps.

Option # 2 - Direct debit
If you would like to set up a direct debit from your bank account please call on 9398 2964 and the office will arrange
for a form to be sent to you.
Option # 3 - Bank Transfer
St. Mary Help of Christians Parish Church Account BSB 083 347 a/c 644 449 954,

- ) If you wish to collectyour next
Reference 1 Your Thanksgiving Enwvelope Number if you have one or your full name

Thank you for your understanding and consideration. Set. of Thanksgivingnvelopes
The Parish Finance Team which commerced on the2™

August please phone the
parish office to make
arrangementgo pick themup

Recently Deceased:
Giovanna De Corrad®atricia Tickett; Tony Meilak

Anniversaries: Pl h Envel
Mary Mifsud ease have your Envelope
Number handy
Jelly Tots Free Zoom Classes - HOORAY! Dance, sing, twirl and jump all from the safety of

your living room! If you're worried your little ones are watching too much TV and you want to get
them moving and stimulated, during Covid-19 restrictions, then why not join Jelly Tots Free Zoom
Classes. Simply download Zoom and click the link below to join us for some dancing fun! . If you
have Grandkids struggling with things to do

of your friends & family might be interested foryour Al i ttl i eso. Cl as s¢
9.30am. You can check out Jelly Tots Preschool Dance on Facebook and Instagram, or email
jellytotsdancing@gmail.com. Our @A Meeti ng | inko is
https://usO4web.zoom.us/j/4610114476?pwd=Q3ZhbXBuNG5ue TkrajJla3JvSnvVCdz09

Forsecurit y purpose, we need to know the child/ch

= #wereareallinthistogether
This coming week is ‘8illy Pyjamadweek, so get crazy and creative



https://secure.artezpacific.com/registrant/donate.aspx?eventId=52905&spid=5635677
mailto:jellytotsdancing@gmail.com
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/4610114476?pwd=Q3ZhbXBuNG5ueTkrajJIa3JvSnVCdz09&fbclid=IwAR11tQY-VsW6mof0qHg6O2LcEqt8ij3MFunrAD4u3N74BAVmmNm5diVng4g

A mirror reflects a person's face, but what they are
really like is shown by the kind of friends they
choose. Proverbs 27:19

I lost a close friend in recent times. We first met
almost sixty years ago. | admired him greatly, his
sense of fun, his endless energy and tireless
commitment. He was an extraordinary character,
no pretensions, no false airs but his defining
characteristic was his love of the underdog. He
inherited that from his parents. He initiated in two
areas of Melbourne two of the most effective
services to the poor, the hungry, the homeless
and those dispossessed of their rights. It was a
privilege to know him and | often wondered why
we were such friends, what we had in common.
For the past decade or more, every six weeks or
so, four of his long-standing friends met for lunch.

One of the richest experiences in life is the gift of
friendship. It is rare. We have many
acquaintances, but real, life-giving friendship is
something to be treasured. We are different from
each other and it is hard to know why someone
becomes a close friend and others do not, why we
choose to trust this person, why we choose to
share thoughts and ideas, dreams and aspirations,
why we seek advice and support. Sustaining and
nurturing a friendship takes commitment.
‘Friending’ someone on social media doesn’t really
compare. Virtual friendships don’t often translate
into real friendships - they lack the essential
ingredients that engender genuine, lasting
relationships.

Do you remember your first friend at school,
when you first ventured away from family into the
wide, wide world? More than just a companion - a
friend. Someone to trust, to talk to, to share ideas
and dreams, to swap things with, to tell stories.
Someone who didn’t put you down, but stayed
loyal when the chips were down. Someone you
could get angry with but who forgave you,
someone who overlooked your faults. Someone
who stood by you, laughed and cried with you.

‘Can | phone a friend?’ they ask on quiz shows.
Friends are there when we need them and when
they need us. In tough times and in easy times,
friends stay true.

fiendsh .

Friendship is not something we deserve or earn.
It happens and it is a gift. Friendship is a safe
place, a comfortable place where you are
accepted, you don’t have to impress. Friends help
us through life.

Even so, some friends disappear from our lives.
Sometimes we move away, sometimes they move
away, sometimes we just drift apart. Interests
change and we can simply grow apart. Staying in
some form of meaningful contact can be difficult
- some work hard at staying in touch, for
whatever reasons, others don’t. But friends
enrich our lives, even if that friendship doesn’t
last. Itis worth reflecting on the friends we have
made and what they have added to life.

Friendship is an expression of what it means to be
truly human. It is a living expression, a tangible
way we can experience God’s loving grace.
Through it, we come to understand something of
what “God is love” means. Even if some
friendships are passing and last only for the time
we share common interests and endeavours,
while others last a lifetime, they are more than
just enjoying each other’s company. Real
friendships are filled with the things that are the
ingredients of God’s grace, the life of the Spirit
within — not just honesty and loyalty, but
kindness, understanding, empathy, compassion,
comfort, and trust — the practical expressions of
love.

Itis good to give thanks for our friends, old and
new, those who are still around and those who
may have gone away. Life changes and moves on.
We anger each other, we fail each other, we let
each other down sometimes, but we share this
short life together, this precious time. Friendship
helps us discover that ‘it is not all about me’ but
rather it acknowledges our need for others to
sustain us, that it is in contact with others that we
grow and mature and develop.

Why not phone a friend today?

Regards
Jim Quillinan

Email: jquillinan@dcsi.net.au

Friendship
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