

















SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
. - Immaculate Heart # 149, YLI ( Young Ladies Institute) is offering a
$500.00 scholarship to high school seniors who are members in good stand-
P

ing of Sacred Heart Parish. Applications may be picked up in the parish
office and are due back to the YLI by April 10, 2021.
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FIRST SUNDAY OF

el

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert,
and he remained in the
desert for forty days,
tempted by Satan.
He was among wild beasts,
and the angels ministered to him.
Mark 1:12-13

First Sunday of Lent

Today’s readings suggest two different meanings and
experiences of baptism. The second reading (from 1 Peter)
makes an analogy between Noah’s ark and Christian baptism:
just as Noah and his family were saved from death by going
through the waters of the flood in the ark, Christians are saved
from sin and death by going through the waters of baptism. The
first reading, from Genesis, portrays the world after the flood:
washed clean of its prior wickedness, embraced by God’s prom-
ises that the world will never again be destroyed by water. The
psalmist expresses a desire to follow the ways of God, as if re-
establishing the ~ harmony between God and humanity de-
stroyed by sin. This peaceful scene is very different from the
drama and urgency in Mark’s description of Jesus after his bap-
tism. Jesus battles ~ demons, receives sustenance from angels,
and begins preaching: “Repent. The kingdom of God is at hand.”

GOOD MORNING! WELCOME TO LENT! You probably
did not get that greeting from your priest today, and you proba-
bly did not expect it. Isn’t Lent a time of reflection and repent-
ance? Somber purple, no “Alleluias”? Prayer, fasting, and alms-
giving; attending to one’s relationship with God? True enough;
however, there are Lenten practices that have a festive air woven
into these penitential elements. One example is in the Church’s
retrieval of ancient Lenten practices that made up the final
preparation of persons elected to receive the Easter sacraments
of baptism, confirmation, and eucharist. Jesus’ urgent preaching
in today’s passage from Mark comes soon after his own baptism
and reminds us that these sacraments still signal a dramatic
change in a person’s life: they have responded to Jesus’
preaching of the kingdom and are now publicly professing
themselves to be disciples of the Lord and fully initiated
members of his visible church. The prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving during Lent were part of that preparation. Repent-
ance was then, and remains today, important also for those al-
ready fully initiated; the work of  repentance, of prayerfully
examining our lives and making changes in anticipation of
God’s reign, is an ongoing aspect of our life in Christ.

A SECOND CHANCE TO MAKE A FIRST IMPRESSION

Other changes with baptism are more subtle and personal. When
Noah and his family emerged from the ark, they saw that the
floodwaters had receded after cleansing the world of human
sinfulness. Everything was clean and fresh—a new creation,
with a rainbow to guarantee God’s promise to never again de-
stroy the world with water. So, too, will the newly baptized
emerge from the font and be anointed with chrism. Like the
earth after the great flood, they are a new creation. Washed clean
of sin and anointed with chrism, they are renewed in the em-
brace of the God of covenant love. This is why Lent is always a
festive anticipation of Easter and always about baptism, just
asitis always about the repentance that draws us more deeply
into God’s kingdom.

Today’s Readings: Gn 9:8—15; Ps 25:4-—35, 67, 8-9; 1 Pt 3:18
-22; Mk 1:12-15
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El Espiritu impulsé a Jesus
a retirarse al desierto,
donde permanecio6 cuarenta dias
y fue tentado por Satanas.
Vivié alli entre animales salvajes,
y los angeles le servian.
Marcos 1:12-13
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Primer Domingo de Cuaresma

/BUENOS DIAS! ;| BIENVENIDOS A LA CUARESMA!

Es muy probable que hoy tu sacerdote no te ofrezca este
saludo, y tl no esperas recibirlo. ;No es la Cuaresma un tiempo
de arrepentimiento y reflexion? jAlrededor el color que decora
es morado o purpura y no hay “aleluyas”? ;La oracion, el ayuno
y las obras de caridad, acompafian nuestra relacion con Dios?

Sin embargo, es cierto que hay practicas cuaresmales
que tienen un festivo entretejido con estos elementos penitencia-
les. Un ejemplo es el restablecimiento de antiguas practicas cua-
resmales que integran la preparacion final de las personas elegi-
das para recibir los sacramentos de Iniciacion en la Pascua, el
Bautismo, la Confirmacion y la Eucaristia. La insistente predica-
cion de Jests en el Evangelio de Marcos llega poco después de
su propio bautismo y nos recuerda que estos sacramentos siguen
sefialando un cambio radical en la vida de una persona: ellas han
respondido a la predicacion de Jests acerca del reino y ahora
estan publicamente profesando ellos mismos ser discipulos del
Sefior y miembros iniciados plenamente de su Iglesia visible. La
oracion, el ayuno y las obras de caridad durante la Cuaresma
fueron parte de esta preparacion. El arrepentimiento era enton-
ces, y nos recuerda hoy, también importante para aquellas perso-
nas plenamente iniciadas; la labor del arrepentimiento, de exami-
nar nuestras vidas por medio de la oracion y de hacer los cam-
bios en anticipacion al reino de Dios, es un aspecto de nuestra
vida en Cristo.

UNA SEGUNDA OPORTUNIDAD PARA CAUSAR UNA
PRIMERA IMPRESION

Otros cambios con el bautismo son mas sutiles y perso-
nales. Cuando No¢ y su familia salieron del arca, vieron que las
aguas del diluvio habian bajado después de que limpiaron el
mundo de la pecaminosidad humana. Todo estaba limpio y fres-
€0, una nueva creacion, con un arcoiris que garantizaba la pro-
mesa de Dios de nunca volver a destruir el mundo con agua. Asi,
también, los recién bautizados salen de la fuente bautismal y son
ungidos con el crisma. Como la tierra después del diluvio, ahora
son una creacion nueva. Limpiados del pecado y ungidos con el
crisma, son renovados, incorporados en la alianza de amor de
Dios.

Es por esto por lo que la Cuaresma es siempre, una anti-
cipacion festiva de la Pascua y siempre del bautismo, asi como
siempre del arrepentimiento que nos lleva mas profundamente al
reino de Dios.

Lecturas de hoy: Gn 9:8-15; Sal 25:4-—35, 67, 8-9; 1 Pe 3:18—
22; Mc 1:12-15




Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus
Spiritually Directed by Rev. Fr. Rex Hays, C.M.

Departing November 29, 202 |

YOUR DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY

Day | - USA/ISRAEL - Depart fram San Francisco on a super jet to Ben Gurion
Airpart in Tel Aviv. Dinner and breakfast will be served aboard,

Dray 2-TELAVIVITIBERIAS - Upon arrival inTel Aviv, we will transfer to our hote!
for dinner and overnight. Already we can fieel the heart of this land enchanting us, as
we visit the sites of the Bible and share the experience of walking in the footsteps of
Jesus. Transfer to the Tiberias for dinner and overnight. (B)

Day 3 -TIEERIAS - Drive alang the Mediterranean coast 10 Caesarea where Peter
baptizad Cormelius {Acts 10:24).Visit the Roman theater, the aqueduct, and Herodion
Port. Continue on to Haifa. See the magnificent panoramic view from the top of the
mountain at Mukrala, the location of Eijah's altar. Here Eljah confronced the priests
of Baal (| Kings 18). Continue to the Sea of Galilee via the Vallay of Armageddon.
Contirue up the mountains to Nazreth, bayhoed town of Jesus.Visit the Church of
Anrunciation (Luke 2:46) where Mass will be celebrated Visle the Church of Mary's
Yell Then on to Cana, site of Jesus’ first miracle (John 2:1). Here couples can renew
their marriage vows, Afterwards drive to Tiberias on the Sea of Galilee for dinner and
avernight. (B.0)

Day 4 - TIBERIAS -Take a boat ride from Tiberias across the Sea of Galilee to the
village of Caperraum Visit the ruins of $t. Peter's House where Jesus stayed while He
was preaching in the lotal yragegue.Visit the second century synagogue and from
proceed to Tabgha. Here we will visit the Church of St. Peter’s Primacy (john 21:15)
where |esus appeared o the disciples after his resurrection. Next we visit the Church
of the Multplication of the Loaves and Fishes Mark &44). Proceed to the Mt of Be-
atinudes, overloaking the Sea of Galllee, where Jesus gave the Sermon on the Mount
(Matthesw 5:1). Mass will be celebrated there, Then travel to Caesarea Phillp where St
Peter prochimed Jesus as the Messish (Matthew 16:13), Jesus replied dhat Peter was
the rock on which thit church would be built. As we drive back to our hotel, we pass
Magdala, home of Mary Magdalene. Dirner and overnight. (B.D)

Day 5 - TIBERIAS/JERUSALEM - This morning we leave the Sea of Galilee for
“fardenit, baptismal site on the Jerdan River. Here you can renew your Bapetsmal Cov-
erant. Proceeding on to Mt Tebor, site of the Transfiguratien (Matthew 17:2), we will
ascend the mauntain to the Church of the Transfiguration where Mass will be cel-
ebrated. Continue to the old Raman city of Beit Shean to visit the impressive ruins.
Dirive alang the Gilboa mountain range to Prophet Gideon's Spring and ento the Tel
of Jezreel, the location of queen Jezebel summer palace where we hear about the sites
intirnate connection with Old Testament events, From here we venture south towards
the holy city of Jerusalem, Dinner & overnight in Jerusalem. (B.D)

Day & - |ERUSALEM/BETHLEHEM - Visit the Model of Ancient Jerusalem to
sea how it was in the Lords day, then on to the Old city. YWe will enter through St
Stephen's Gate to St Ann's Church, birthplace of our Blessed Lady. See the Pool of
Bethesda, where Jesus healed the lame man {John 5:2).We will continue onto theVia
Diolorasa The Way of the Cross” (Luke 23:1),We will process carrying a wooden
cross (starting at Plate’s Judgment Hall and stopping to pray at each station] all the
way "t Cabvary and the Tomb" at the Church of the Hely Sepuleher'We will celebrate
Mazs. W will stand at the VWestern Wall, ascend Temple Mount to the Dome of the

It's been nearly 30 years since | journeyed to the

Holy Land with my Vincentian seminarian companions ana

formators, but the experience of walking where Jesus and his disciples wolked
and seeing the amazing holy places where people have worshiped for
thousands of years have left an indelible mark on my memory. There really is
nothing like visiting the Holy Land; it changes the way that you read saripture
and the woy that you see the world, Father Rex Hays

PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE FOR MORE INFORMATION, (209) 892-9321
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