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Social Justice Commission: 
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Saint Therese Parish 
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November 8, 2020 

St. Therese is a Spiritual Home where together we 
 Worship with Joy  ̧Work for Justice ̧ Grow in Godôs Love 
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Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reading 1  WIS 6:12-16 
Resplendent and unfading is wisdom, and she is readily perceived by those who love her, and 
found by those who seek her. She hastens to make herself known in anticipation of their de-
sire; whoever watches for her at dawn shall not be disappointed, for he shall find her sitting by 
his gate. For taking thought of wisdom is the perfection of prudence, and whoever for her sake 
keeps vigil shall quickly be free from care; because she makes her own rounds, seeking those 
worthy of her, and graciously appears to them in the ways, and meets them with all solicitude. 
 
Reading 2  1 THES 4:13-18  
We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, about those who have fallen 
asleep, so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope.  For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose, so too will God, through Jesus, bring with him those who have fallen 
asleep.  Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the 
Lord himself, with a word of command, with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet 
of God, will come down from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are 
alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air.  Thus we shall always be with the Lord.  Therefore, console one another with these 
words. 
 

Gospel   MT 25:1-13 
Jesus told his disciples this parable: "The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who 
took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish and five 
were wise.  The foolish ones, when taking their lamps, brought no oil with them, but the 
wise brought flasks of oil with their lamps.  Since the bridegroom was long delayed, they all 
became drowsy and fell asleep. At midnight, there was a cry, óBehold, the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him!ô  Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps.  The foolish 
ones said to the wise, óGive us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.ô But the wise 
ones replied, 'No, for there may not be enough for us and you.  Go instead to the merchants 
and buy some for yourselves.ô While they went off to buy it, the bridegroom came and those 
who were ready went into the wedding feast with him  Then the door was locked. Afterwards 
the other virgins came and said, óLord, Lord, open the door for us!ô  But he said in re-
ply, óAmen, I say to you, I do not know you.ô Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the 
day nor the hour." 
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Stewardship of Treasure 2021 Pledge:  Please make your pledge for 2021 online 

from our website, https://www.st-therese.cc/_modules/form.php?id=34  For more de-

tails, please see page 6. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/wisdom/6?12
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/25?1
https://www.st-therese.cc/_modules/form.php?id=34


Live Streaming of  11:30 Mass 

Sun Nov 1 Every Sunday the church is open to all from 10am - 11:30 am for private prayer.  

Mass with Fr. Negusse Keleta and the Shades Choir 11:30am  Reserved seat-

ing only.  To attend, you must register ahead of time using your smart phone at 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese, or click on 

Register now.  Sign up also available on Parish website st-therese.cc.  Please ar-

rive 10 - 15 minutes early on Sunday.  Ushers will seat you.  Details below.  

 Mass link  https://www.facebook.com/StThereseParishSeattle/   

During the month of November, we celebrate our loved ones who have gone be-
fore us in death.  While we all cannot fill out leaves to put on the walls of the church as we 
usually do, please email the names of your family and friends to nicoles@st-therese.cc and 
Nicole will make them for you.  
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DROP OFF TIME FOR SVdP FOOD DONATIONS 

The pickup of nonperishable food every Sunday now 
is 12:30pm for food donations left outside the church 
after 8:30am that morning.  This allows 
those attending Mass at 11:30am to bring 
food with them.  All food should be left at 
the south entrance of the church to sup-
port St. Maryôs Food Bank along with do-
nations from Leschi Market.    Thank you! 

What You Need to Do & Changes at Mass 

to Keep Each Other Safe: 

You must register ahead of time  -  BUT stay 

home if you are sick (temp over 100.4
ᵒ
 F, 

diarrhea, vomiting, runny nose/congestion, 
  or fatigue) 

Wear a mask  -  Wear gloves   

Check in at entrance on the west side of church 

Seating by ushers   

No kiss of peace  

No group singing  - Cantor wears a mask 

No processions  and no passed baskets  

No incense or holy water   

No cup 

6-ft. physical distancing at all times  
  & 12-ft. from priest while he celebrates Mass 

Communion in the hand during the Mass  

Dismissal from back to front. 

Please dress warmly as the windows in the 

church are left open for ventilation. 

Upcoming Parish Events   
Sun Nov 8 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Tue Nov 10 Spirit Choir Rehearsal  7pm 

Thu Nov 12 Adult Religious Education Series  

 Learning to Be Anti-Racist:  
 Strategies & Actions  7-8:30pm 

Sat Nov 14 Caring for Our Common Home   
 Work Party   9:30am 

Sun Nov 15 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mon Nov 16 Final Day to donate to STCA 
 Thanksgiving Food Drive 

    Note:  All Events except Masses and Work Party 
 are virtual 

Donations to Livestream enhanced system 

may be made on the Parish Web site. https://

pushpay.com/g/saintttheresechurchseattle?

src=hpp&r=monthly and select Fund - 

òLivestream Enhanced Systemò 

Volunteers Needed 

St. Therese Parish is seeking a couple of volun-
teers to be operators of our new livestream en-
hanced system.  Anyone interested in serving this 
Ministry for evangelization and keeping the St. 
Therese family connected would be very much 
appreciated.  

Required skills:  Ability to learn new technology, 
especially A/V.  Regular attendance at Mass. 
Contact Nicole St. Hilaire.nicoles@st-therese.cc 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.facebook.com/StThereseParishSeattle/
https://pushpay.com/g/saintttheresechurchseattle?src=hpp&r=monthly
https://pushpay.com/g/saintttheresechurchseattle?src=hpp&r=monthly
https://pushpay.com/g/saintttheresechurchseattle?src=hpp&r=monthly


STEWARDSHIP CORNER   November 8, 2020  

John Russell, Stewardship Chair    jvrussell85@gmail.com 

Therefore, stay awake, 
for you know neither the day nor the hour.  Jesus to his disciples.   Matthew 25:13 

 
The admonition to be woke (to borrow a current phrase) comes at the end of the parable of the wise and foolish maidens. 
The five wise maidens planned ahead and brought extra oil for what could be a long night. The five foolish maidens ran 
out of oil, and had to leave to get more, and were locked out of the wedding feast.  Jesus is telling us to be ready, for we 
do not know Godôs plans. 

But itôs our annual stewardship drive and your parish administration and Finance Council wants to know your plans! At 
least how much you plan to give to support your parish in the coming year. We are nearing the end of 2020 (who wonôt 
be glad to see it gone?), and that means a new year, and that also means your Finance Council will start thinking about a 
new budget, and your pledge can help them figure that out.  

Last week Yvonne Brandon, a self-professed fan of orderly lists, talked about four principles of Stewardship:  

1.  Ownership: ñGod created the earth and everything in it.ò As such, God owns everything, and we are here as man-
agers or Stewards, acting on his behalf.  

2.  Responsibility: Although God gives us ñall things to enjoy,ò nothing is ours; weôre responsible for how we treat 
Creation and what we do with it. Owners have rights; stewards have responsibilities. 

3.  Accountability: All being stewards of the resources, abilities and opportunities that God has entrusted to 
our care, all are accountable. 

4.  Reward: In 2nd Corinthians  the Apostle Paul said to his congregation, ñWhoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  Each of you should give what you have decided 
in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.ò 

This week, it is out of this sense of humility and responsibility that I would like you to consider your giving to St. 

Therese. Please take a look at your budget as a spiritual exercise. Consider your commitments and your gratitude and 

make some decisions from your heart. I would ask you to put your generosity first in your budget and then squeeze the 

rest in. There are a lot of demands on your generosity: food banks are facing record demands, St. Vincent de Paul is 

struggling to keep many in southeast Seattle in their homes, and St. Therese needs your support. 

As you know, the St. Therese budget is showing a deficit.  Closing that deficit would require about a 10% increase in  
giving.  I know that for many of you, that is not possible but for those who can, it would help make your parish sustaina-
ble.  For those who canôt, please give what you can from your resources. 

Three weeks ago you received in the mail a list of ministries through which you can help build the Kingdom. Some of 
these ministries just require you to show up and do a task (remember, Laudato Siô second Saturdays, 9:30!)  Or getting 
out a mailing. Some require volunteer coordination, others, such as Social Justice, are very process-oriented.  Almost all 
the commissions need someone to take minutes.  Some need people to keep track of money. If youôre really not sure how 
you might fit in, take the Strengths Finders assessment on the website. The commitment form is on st-therese.cc on the 
right sidebar on a computer or near the bottom of the scroll on a phone. 

The Adult Religious Education program is presenting a virtual series: The Sin and Tragedy of Racism.  The first and sec-

ond sessions are available as a video on our website. The last session will be this Thursday, November 12, at 7:00 p.m.  

See page 7 for more details. 

Let us be generous with our financial resources: 

¶ Give to the St. Vincent de Paul Society by going to our website at st-therese.cc.  Scroll down to the St. Vincent de 

Paul button near the bottom of the home page. If you prefer to write checks, please send them to Sr. Kathleen - 

SVdP, 3514 E. Marion St., Seattle, WA 98122. The St. Therese conference has been overwhelmed by requests in 

the St. Edwardôs area, which our conference is now serving.  When the ban on evictions is lifted, the amount of 

accumulated delinquent rent will be crippling to many families. Please be generous! 

¶ You can make a gift to the parish online at st-therese.cc and clicking on the ñDonate Nowò button or use 

the Push-Pay app on your phone.  

Collections Fiscal Year - July 1, 2020, through November 4, 2020 $103,199 

Previous Fiscal Year - July 1 - November 4,  2019 $104,717 

Where we need to be to meet projected expenses this fiscal year $124,652 



November 3, 2020 

   

To All My Brothers and Sisters, 

Our nation faces challenges and difficulties beyond what we ever imagined. This moment in history 

gives us an opportunity to ask who we are and what future we want. Regardless of the outcome of this election, 

tomorrow we have a choice to make. 

I invite each one of us to defeat divisiveness with understanding, rancor with amicability, hatred with compas-

sion, mistrust with greater willingness to listen. Let us counter the downward spiral with renewed efforts to re-

spect the diversity and dignity of each of our neighbors. 

We have the opportunity to shape the world we live in. Each of us plays a part. Each of us can make decisions 

every day to recognize the good in people and bring more love, joy, and unity into the world. 

It should not be a surprise that I am greatly inspired by Pope Francis, who recently wrote in his encyclical  

Fratelli Tutti, ñIn this our time, by acknowledging the dignity of each human person, we can contribute to the  

rebirth of a universal aspiration to fraternity.ò 

It is this universal call for unity that I hope we not only hear but act upon. 

Sadly, we no longer know our neighbor. Weôve lost our focus on people - on each other. Weôve become isolated 

and unwilling to have authentic encounters and dialog with those who are different from us - whether that differ-

ence is the color of our skin, where we come from or our political points of view. We must remember we are all 

brothers and sisters. Our diversity is what makes our community, our nation, and our world beautiful.  

We need to break out of our silos and take the time to get to know one another. We must recognize the good in 

each other and see how we truly are all interconnected. This is how we unite and begin to shape the future we 

want to see. 

It starts with each of us. We can no longer complain and let frustrations fester.  Instead, each of us must act -

every day. Every day we can make choices that bring more love, more joy, more patience, more understanding 

and more tolerance in our world. I encourage each of us to think about this. How can we start with our family, 

our friends, our neighbors, and the larger community? 

The election results will inevitably evoke bitterness, anger, hatred, and unrest. You can feel this way, or you can 

choose differently and focus on compassion and love. You can recognize that divisiveness is not the answer for 

our future. Love is the answer. Love for our neighbors — for each other — is the answer. How can you spread 

more love in the world? This is the only way weôll rebuild our communities and our nation. 

So tomorrow you have a choice. Will you spread love? Will you spread joy? Will you care for your neighbor? Will 

you see the good in each person? Will you help unite our communities and build the future we all want? 

I pray to our Father that we will choose love and help spread the love of our Lord in the world. God has only one 

family — the human family — and each of us has a role to play in strengthening these bonds to build a better 

society. 

As always, I remain, 

In the Heart of Christ, 

 

Most Rev. Paul D. Etienne, DD, STL 

Archbishop of Seattle 
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Letter on Unity from Most Rev. Paul D. Etienne, DD, STL  Archbishop of Seattle 



Laudato Si' at St. Therese   

St. T work party is next Saturday, Nov. 14.  I'll be there at 9:30am.  There will be 
lots of autumn leaves to rake.  We'll socially distance.  Bring a mask!  (And a water 
bottle!)  Come late, leave early! 
 
   Contact John Russell: jvrussell85@gmail.com 
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE RENEWAL PLEDGES FOR 2021 

Every year, we ask our parishioners to make a pledge 

to our parish.  Would you like to participate in disciple-

ship and fill out a pledge form online at https://www.st-

therese.cc/stewardship-commitment-form?  Or you 

may mail in the pledge card you will receive in the mail 

or bring it with you to Mass.  Please prayerfully reflect 

on your many blessings with a heart full of gratitude.  If 

you pledged last year, please prayerfully consider 

making a small increase in your pledge.  Could you in-

crease your current pledge by 5% or 10%? 

 As you are well aware, 2020 was a most difficult and challenging year for our parish-

ioners, our parish, and our community due to the pandemic.  We hope those who are 

more fortunate or who have not experienced economic hardship will pledge more gen-

erously. 

Where does the Stewardship of Treasure go? 

¶ supporting our social justice ministries like the school and the homeless men 

 at St. Martin de Porres  

¶ the activities of St. Therese live and online 

¶ children's faith formation 

¶ junior high and high school faith formation 

¶ adult faith formation programs, workshops 

¶ music ministry, Shades and Spirit Choirs 

¶ liturgy and Mass celebrations 

¶ general operations, utilities, maintenance, supplies, postage, IT  

¶ livestreaming, website, and technology evangelization and for online  

communication tools like Zoom, sound system to stay connected 

¶ parish salaries and benefits 

¶ shelter funds for the future and social justice activities 

¶ taxes and insurance 

mailto:jvrussell85@gmail.com
https://www.st-therese.cc/stewardship-commitment-form
https://www.st-therese.cc/stewardship-commitment-form
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!Řǳƭǘ wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ {ŜǊƛŜǎ нлнл-нлнм  
  ¢ƘŜƳŜΥ  ¢I9 {Lb ϧ ¢w!D95¸ hC w!/L{aΥ  w9b9²LbD h¦w   /haaL¢a9b¢ 
Chw W¦{¢L/9 ϧ !/¢Lhb  
{9{{Lhb оΥ ά[9!wbLbD ¢h .9 !b¢L-w!/L{¢Υ {¢w!¢9DL9{ ϧ !/¢Lhb{έ  

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мнΣ  тΥллǇƳ ς уΥолǇƳ όǾƛŀ ½ƻƻƳύ  

tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊΥ  aŀǊƭƻƴ .Ǌƻǿƴ όwŀŎƛŀƭ 9ǉǳƛǘȅ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘǎΣ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ     
  ϦŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƎŜƴǘϦύ LƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƻǇƛŎǎκǘƘŜƳŜǎΥ 
--¢ƘŜ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛǎƳΥ ƳƛŎǊƻ-ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƛƴǎŜƴǎƛǝǾƛǘȅΣ ƛƴŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
--!ƴǝ-ǊŀŎƛǎƳΥ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ƻǊ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ 
--CƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǾƻƛŎŜǎΥ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ōŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ƻŦ ƘƻǇŜΚΗ  

Join Zoom Meeting at  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86929345472?

pwd=VXRxcWFDT0pSUGlhOVFZckZUQlpydz09 

Meeting ID: 869 2934 5472 
Passcode: 021565 

JOIN US!! 

éas we seek the personal healing and renewal 
 that can transform us and our nation! 

aŀǊƭƻƴ .Ǌƻǿƴ ƛǎ ŀ .ƭŀŎƪ ƳŀƴΣ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǳƴŎƭŜΣ ƎƻŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻǿƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ǿŀǊǊƛƻǊΦ  !ǎ ōǳǎȅ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀǊŜΣ aŀǊƭƻƴ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǎ ŀ wŀŎƛŀƭ 9ǉǳƛǘȅ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘΦ  IŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴǝ-ǊŀŎƛǎǘΦ   IŜ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
ōƻŀǊŘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ .ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪ [ƛǾŜǎ aŀǧŜǊ {ŜŀǧƭŜ YƛƴƎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  aŀǊƭƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ ƻŦ Ϧ/ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ aǊΦ .ΦΣϦ ŀ DƻǎǇŜƭ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǎƘƻǿ ƻƴ Iƻƭπ
ƭƻǿ 9ŀǊǘƘ wŀŘƛƻ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ {ŜŀǧƭŜΣ ²!Φ  IŜ ǿŜŀǊǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ Ƙŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǝƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǇƻǳǎŜΣ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ 
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PEACE DAYS FOR ALL 

"Living Lament and Thanks" - Sr. Charlotte Davenport, CSJP 

All are welcome at our virtual Peace Day retreats this fall. Take a moment to pause for reflection and prayer led 

by Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace and friends of the Peace and Spirituality Center. Please join us! 

Wednesday, November 18, 2020 - 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon     Register Here   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86929345472?pwd=VXRxcWFDT0pSUGlhOVFZckZUQlpydz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86929345472?pwd=VXRxcWFDT0pSUGlhOVFZckZUQlpydz09
https://csjp.org/assets/uploads/documents/Ministries/Peace%20and%20Spirituality%20Center/Nov2020PeaceDayFlyer.pdf
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=g5h6ra9ab&oeidk=a07ehdt4lvu0c90b787
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ST. VINCENT de PAUL  

IT WAS A GOOD OCTOBER 
 
Thank you parishioners, for your gifts of $3,739.85 in our collections.  This past month we were able 

to provide to our neighbors $13,090 in rental assistance and $3,099.23 for other needs such as food 

and utilities.  In addition, we made our regular strong support of the Food Bank at St. Maryôs with 

Sunday donations and from Leschi Market.  We received special needed funds from the St. Josephôs 

Conference and our SVdP Seattle Council.  However, perhaps most important is the new role of 

SVdP in the EPRAP, the Countyôs Eviction Prevention and Rental Assistance Program funded by the 

federal CARES ACT, and also the City of Seattleôs block grant program for renters.   

SVdP members are blessed to have regular letters from our national SVdP office.  In his most recent 

letter, our CEO Dave Barringer reminds us that in our mission of charity that the nature of the Church 

is in the love of God, and the charity of the Church is, in the first place, the charity of God.  

The need continues to be great with the winding down of the moratoriums on rent payments, and the 

Covid-19 impact on our community.  If you would like to assist us, you can donate by mailing your gift 

to Sr. Kathleen - SVdP, 3514 E. Marion St., Seattle, WA 98122 or by doing so online by accessing 

the parish website www.st-therese.cc where you will find specific information about donating to our 

Conference.  

Our collections for the Food Bank at St. Maryôs continue on page 3.  Thank you parish, for the contin-

uing good donations.  

God Bless.  Thanks for Being There with us.                 Robert Mackin   rmackinatty@yahoo.com 

http://www.st-therese.cc
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Reflection from October 30, 2020    

SLE Reflection: We are responsible lifelong learners who listen actively  
and communicate clearly when speaking and writing, in person and online.  

Greetings, St. Therese Family!  

Learning is a journey, NOT a destination. One thing I love about the profession of educa-

tion is that we are always surrounded by the curiosity and pursuit of knowledge that is innate in children. Even if 

we are teaching the same content year over year, there are always new angles, perspectives, or questions to be 

asked to bring a deeper meaning or new understanding to whatever the subject at hand is. As we approach Election 

Day in our nation in the coming days, there have been no shortage of questions for all of us to ask ourselves and 

our prospective elected officials. One thing Jesus excelled at in his public ministry was teaching his followers and 

his detractors at the same time. He led by example in both word and deed, and included in that modeling was truly 

active listening. Toward the end of Jesusô life the religious leaders of his day tried to catch him in trap after trap, 

and in listening to their attempts at deceit, Jesus creatively deflected their traps back at them to make them think 

about who they were and what they were really after.  It was through his attentive listening that Jesus was able to 

both prevent himself from falling into their deceitful traps AND challenge and invite them to grow in char-

acter and faith.  

One of the negative characteristics that seems to plague our nation and society at this time is this inability to listen 

to each other, especially when we disagree with others. There is nowhere in the Gospel life of Jesus where he ig-

nores someone reaching out to him, whether they wanted to follow him or crucify him. He welcomed the stranger. 

He loved his enemies. Jesus was as authentic as human beings can get, and I believe we could all benefit from a 

hard reset of our current practices, or perhaps a ñrefreshò in the virtual world. Face-to-face communication 

opportunities are limited right now, and we are forced to navigate a virtual world that was infected with an abun-

dance of inauthenticity and deceit well before we came to depend so heavily on it. With this reality, this weekôs 

SLE is perhaps more important now than ever before. Our words can be used against us and taken out of context 

much more expediently in an online world. Emotions and nonverbal expressions that dominate face-to-face com-

munication are often misconstrued, misperceived, or limited to a variety of emojis - which can make us smile or 

infuriate us, depending on interpretation. Jesus was very intentional in all of his communications, verbal and non-

verbal. I doubt he had any regrets operating with this intentionality, as he listened first, and always re-

sponded with love, even if it was filled with holy anger!  

I pray all of us can embrace this intentionality in our communications with one another in the days, weeks, 

months, and years to come - we will ALL be better for it, and our children deserve a positive example from all of 

us.  

One vital part of the partnership between parents and teachers in a Catholic education is the sacred time set aside 

for parent-teacher conferences. Talking with parents and teachers about their experiences with school this year was 

energizing for me - it grounds and refocuses us. We all miss the physical manifestation of our St. Therese 

Family on campus every day, but there is also some amazing learning and growing happening. I stand in awe at the 

virtual stamina our Dream Team models each day with a mix of whole class, small group, and 1:1 instruction. Our 

parents continue to rise to the occasion to do their utmost to ensure high-quality learning is happening for from 

home. And our students...they truly amaze me with their creativity, commitment, and joy despite the circumstanc-

es. Pressing pause on our academic instruction to check-in on our progress and goals is a healthy practice, and 

I think this same practice could benefit all of us on our own personal journeys in life - especially our faith 

journey.  

As we hear the Beatitudes proclaimed and recall the lives of the Saints in a more dedicated way this month, I 

hope and pray we can all listen actively to the Holy Spirit and one another so we can ñbe in that numberò and go 

marching into Heaven when our names are called.     Mr. Matt DeBoer, Principal  


