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Saint Therese Parish 
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 

April 4, 2021 

St. Therese is a Spiritual Home where together we 
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Parish Office is open by appointment only due to COVID-19 
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Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading I  Acts 10:34a, 37-43 

Peter proceeded to speak and said: “You know what has happened all over Judea, beginning in 

Galilee after the baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Ho-

ly Spirit and power.  He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for 

God was with him.  We are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in  

Jerusalem.  They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. This man God raised on the third 

day and granted that he be visible, not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by God 

in advance, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  He commissioned us to 

preach to the people and testify that he is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and 

the dead.  To him all the prophets bear witness, that everyone who believes in him will receive 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

Reading II  Col 3:1-4 

Brothers and sisters: If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is above, where Christ is seated 

at the right hand of God.  Think of what is above, not of what is on earth.  For you have died, and 

your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ your life appears, then you too will appear with 

him in glory. 

 

Gospel  Jn 20:1-9 

On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still 

dark, and saw the stone removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and to the oth-

er disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t 

know where they put him.” So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. They both 

ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived at the tomb first; he bent down and saw 

the burial cloths there, but did not go in. When Simon Peter arrived after him, he went into the tomb 

and saw the burial cloths there, and the cloth that had covered his head, not with the burial cloths but 

rolled up in a separate place. Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived at the 

tomb first, and he saw and believed.  For they did not yet understand the Scripture that he had to rise 

from the dead. 
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Easter Sunday  

Sunday, April 4, at 8:30 with Spirit Choir and at 11:30am with Shades of Praise Choir  

St. Therese is resuming our 8:30am Mass beginning with Easter Sunday!  As a result, it will not be 
necessary to register for Mass!  We will need more Lectors and Ushers as well as volunteers to 
clean between the two Masses in order to support this addition.  So, if you are ready to return to Mass 
and are willing to support our community, please contact Nicole St. Hilaire at nicoles@st-therese.cc.  

Livestreaming of St. Therese Masses at: 
https://www.facebook.com/StThereseParishSeattle/  

Livestreamed Mass at Immaculate Conception for Holy Thursday can be found at: 

 facebook.com/ImmaculateConceptionSeattle 
*Donations to Livestream Enhanced System may be made on the Parish website.  Click on GIVE 
on the right hand side of the menu bar.  Stewardship of Treasure link:  Please make your pledge for 
2021 online at https://www.st-therese.cc/stewardship-of-treasure-commitment-form. Thank you! 

What We Need to Do & Changes at Sunday Mass to Keep Each Other Safe 

§ Wear a mask  

§ 6-ft. physical distancing at all times & 12-ft. from our priest while he celebrates Mass 

§ Seating by ushers * No kiss of peace  

§ Singing by the Choir only, with 6 ft. social distancing and wearing 3-layer masks. 

§ No processions and no passed baskets * No incense or holy water * No cup  
* Communion in the hand during the Mass  

§ Dismissal from back to front.  

Stay home if you are sick (fever over 100.4
ᵒ
, diarrhea, vomiting, runny nose/congestion, or fatigue). 

Please dress warmly as the church may be cold.  The doors to the south are now closed during Mass.  Howev-
er, windows in the church remain partially open for required ventilation. 

Parish Events   
Thu Apr 1 Holy Thursday   7pm  (at Immaculate) 
Fri Apr 2 Good Friday    7pm 

Sat Apr 3  Easter Vigil   8:30pm 

Sun Apr 4 Easter Sunday   8:30 & 11:30am 
 (Please see page 4 for details) 

Mon Apr 5   Office closed 

Tue  Apr 6 Weekday Mass   5:30pm 
 Liturgy Commission Meeting  6pm 
 Spirit Choir Rehearsal  7pm 

Wed Apr 7 Staff Meeting   10am 
 Bible Study   5pm 
Thu  Apr 8 Shades of Praise Rehearsal  6:30pm 

Sun Apr 11  Second Sunday of Easter   
  8:30 & 11:30am 

Sat Apr 17  Caring for Our Common Home  9:30am 

All events are virtual except liturgies  
and Our Common Home 
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Bible Study with Fr. Maurice  

Virtual Sessions are planned for every 

Wednesday, through the end of April.  The 

next Bible Study will be April 7th, at 5pm.  

The group is studying St. Paul's Letter to 

the Romans.  All are welcome.  Advance 

sign-up is not required.  Zoom link:  

 https://zoom.us/j/91864179579?    

Meeting ID=91864179579 
Password=597590 

Weekday Mass Returns 

Father Maurice has resumed offering Mass at 
5:30 pm on Tuesdays in the church.  No pre-
registration is required.  Masks, distancing 
and other required precautions remain in 
place.  

sign up at the Parish 
therese.cc 

www.signupgenius.co

go/9040549A9AE29A0
Please 

15 minutes 
early for Mass.  Ushers 

mailto:nicoles@st-therese.cc
https://www.facebook.com/StThereseParishSeattle/
http://facebook.com/ImmaculateConceptionSeattle
https://st-therese.cc/
https://www.st-therese.cc/stewardship-of-treasure-commitment-form
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040549A9AE29A0FA7-sttherese


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Thursday, April 1st   
 7pm Mass at Immaculate Conception  

Livestreamed Mass at Immaculate Conception for Holy Thursday 

 can be found at: facebook.com/ImmaculateConceptionSeattle 
 

 

Good Friday, April 2nd    
7pm Adoration of the Cross  

and Communion at St. Therese/Livestream 
 
 

Easter Vigil, April 3rd    
8:30pm Mass at St. Therese/Livestream  

 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4th   

 8:30am Mass at St. Therese/Livestream 
11:30am Mass at St. Therese  
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER  
  April 4, 2021 

John Russell, Stewardship Chair 
jvrussell85@gmail.com 

Brothers and sisters: 
Do you not know that a little yeast leavens all the dough? 
Clear out the old yeast, 
so that you may become a fresh batch of dough,  
inasmuch as you are unleavened. 
For our paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed. 
Therefore, let us celebrate the feast,  
not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness,  
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.       St. Paulôs First Letter to the Corinthians, 5:6b-8 

ñA little yeast leavens all the doughò sounds like a warm bakerôs aphorism about the goodness of yeast, which 
lets us enjoy nice, warm soft bread. Yum! A little butter, a little jam . . . ahhh! But thatôs not what it meant to the 
Corinthians. Because yeast causes fermentation, it was an ancient symbol of corruption. The saying meant that a 
little yeast corrupts the dough! Yecch! 

Paul is extolling our new life in Jesus. Christ has died. He has been sacrificed for our sins. Let us celebrate with 
simple unleavened bread.  Leave aside the yeast of malice and greed and live a life of truth and simplicity.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Volunteer Requests:  Victoria Ries has volunteered to continue the garden in support of St. Maryôs Food 
Bank Yea!!! But she needs your help.  If youôre interested, contact her at victoria.ries@comcast.net. 

We need someone with a modest familiarity with computers to help Nicole run our Livestream equipment. This 
is crucial. At a time when weôre running only one Mass, and that only 20% full at best, the Livestream is our best 
way to keep our parish vibrant. If you are able to watch Mass on your computer, you are computer-savvy enough 
to help. Contact Nicole at nicoles@st-therese.cc.   

 Collections July 1 - April 2, 2021 $302,722 

        Where we need to be:  $289,159 

         Last year at this time: $275,982 
 

To support our many ministries, please click on Give on our website.  
We really appreciate your generosity during this challenging time.   
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Social Justice Commission Statement  
On Violence Against Americans of Asian and Pacific Island Descent  

On March 16th, 8 people were shot and killed in Atlanta, and 6 of those were women of Asian descent. There 
has been an increase of violence and bigotry in America against those of Asian and Pacific Islander descent 
since the onset of COVID-19 and many have been scapegoated by our federal government.  

 St. Therese is a richly diverse community that includes a number of Asian American and Pacific Islander parish-
ioners. Our parish has a long history of social justice activism and has made strong and lasting vows of non-
violence. Today, on behalf of the Social Justice Commission and St Therese leadership, we make a renewed 
vow to stand in solidarity with our Asian American and Pacific Islander sisters and brothers. You are not invisible 
to us. We see you and we will actively fight by your side against all forms of hate. The attempts of others to di-
minish your lived experience as fellow humans and inhabitants of God’s Creation will not be tolerated.   

 Our faith calls us to actively dismantle all forms of racism in our individual lives, in the structures of our churches 
and public institutions, and in the words and actions of our leaders.  Our pledge to you is to honor this obligation 
with prayerful action in all aspects of our lives and demand the same from those around us.  We offer this in the 
spirit of love and communion with all. 

mailto:victoria.ries@comcast.net.
mailto:nicoles@st-therese.cc
https://www.st-therese.cc/ways-to-give


New Date for Laudato Si'!   Due to the confluence of several factors, Our Common 
Home work party has moved to third Saturdays.  We will gather next on April 17.  I 
will be there at 9:30 until, well, we all get tired and hungry.  We'll renew mowing, 
trimming, weeding, and fighting the wisteria, English ivy, blackberry, and bindweed.  
Come late, leave early!  New volunteers are always welcome!   Contact John Russell at 
jvrussell85@gmail.com  

DROP OFF TIME FOR SVdP FOOD DONATIONS  The pickup of nonperishable food every 
Sunday is 12:30pm for food donations left outside the church after 8:30am that morning. This allows 
those attending Mass at 11:30am to bring food with them.  All food should be left at the south  
entrance of the church to support St. Mary’s Food Bank along with donations from Leschi Market.      
      Thank you! 
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ST. VINCENT de PAUL  

W9{¦{ I!{ wL{9b - I!tt¸ 9!{¢9w ¢h ![[ Η 
Happy Easter to Father Maurice, Deacon Greg, our Parish Council and Parish staff, 
STCA, Shelter Committee, all parishioners and those outside the parish from whom we 

receive donations and work with.  This includes, of course, our St. Vincent de Paul Seattle-King County Coun-
cil, and folks like Leschi Market, the Food Bank at St. Mary’s, and Survive Our Streets.  Special thanks to 
those dedicated parish members who produce the Bulletin - Nancy Buckland, Mary Elayne Dunphy and Cath-
erine Pagès, and others who enable us to bring the message of our mission to all of you.  We trust that the 
services of these Holy Days will bring all of you inspiration and spiritual joy. 
 
She said her landlord was going to evict her.   A young lady we have helped, who is unemployed and be-
hind $5,000 in rent, so advised us.  She and apparently her landlord did not know the moratorium on evictions 
had been extended in both the city and throughout the state until the end of June.  But crunch time is here, 
and the moratorium end is in sight. 
 
Re-launching of the King County Eviction Prevention and Rent Assistance Program (EPRAP) is here.  Pay-
ments are expected to commence sometime in April under this new program.  The details are so complex they 
cannot be covered in this page.  However, very generally the most typical way that neighbors will be eligible is 
that they will have at least one month of unpaid rent, and be either unemployed or 50% or more of their in-
come will be needed for rent.  They also need cooperation from their landlords who must make certain rent 
reduction concessions.  Nevertheless, there are substantial funds available, and our neighbors should be ad-
vised to access - kingcounty.gov/covid/rent and scroll to and sign up on the King County Rental Assistance 
Interest Form.  Caveat:  There will be way more demand than supply.  So, in no way will it solve the looming 
crisis of unpaid rent.  It is just a substantial aid, and that is why we will need as much help as we can get to try 
to save folks from an unsolvable situation, even homelessness. 
 
Household items and clothing - Amazon grant.  Our St. Vincent de Paul Central office is receiving “in kind” 
goods from Amazon that include: Household items, Diapers, Women’s, Children’s and Men’s clothing.  If you 
know of any family in need of these items, please contact our parish SVdP president Melanie Amador at 206-
739-8491 or via email at: almakay74@gmail.com. 
 
      If you would like to assist us, you can donate by mailing your gift to Sr. Kathleen - SVdP, 3514 E. 
Marion St., Seattle, WA  98122 or by doing so online via the parish website www.st-therese.cc where you will 
find specific information about donating to the conference.   For food donations, which are getting better each 
week, please see below.   For help for your family, please call 206-767-6449.    

DƻŘ .ƭŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝ ²ƛƭƭ .Ŝ ¢ƘŜǊŜΦ              wƻōŜǊǘ aŀŎƪƛƴ   ǊƳŀŎƪƛƴŀǧȅϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 

http://www.st-therese.cc
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St. Therese Parish  Adult Religious Education Series  2021 -- Spring      

Theme:  THE SIN & TRAGEDY OF RACISM:  
RENEWING OUR COMMITMENT FOR JUSTICE & ACTION 

Our series continues! 

SESSION 4:  “WHITE PRIVILEGE VS WHITE SUPREMACY: DEEPLY ENTRENCHED  

   STRUCTURES IN THE DOMINANT WHITE CULTURE" (PART 2)  

Tuesday, April 20, 2021, 7:00pm – 8:30pm  (via Zoom) 

Presenter:  Lonnie Lusardo (The Diversity Collaborative, consultant and author) 

Included topics/themes: 

  --How has white privilege become a routine social behavior for me?    

  --How will population changes alter racism in education, jobs, housing, and 

mass incarcerations?     

  --How can we affirm and stand with BIPOC (Black, indigenous, & people of  

color)?  

SESSION 5:  “LEARNING TO BE ANTI-RACIST:  STRATEGIES & ACTIONS” (PART 2) 

Tuesday, May 11, 2021, 7:00pm – 8:30pm  (via Zoom) 

Presenter:  Marlon Brown (Racial Equity Consultants, facilitator and "change 

agent") 

Included topics/themes: 

  --Micro-aggressions: how to interrupt them and repair the harm 

  --Anti-racism:  overcoming our unconscious biases 

  --Finding our voices:  how can we be prophets of hope?! 

SESSION 6:  “COMING FULL CIRCLE: THE EXPERIENCE OF RACISM & SUPPORTING  

   EACH OTHER” (PART 2) 

Tuesday, June 8, 2021, 7:00pm – 8:30pm  (via Zoom) 

Presenter:  Panel of Parishioners 

Included topics/themes:  

  --How have I/we learned about facing and overcoming racism in my life?  

  --How can our parish community engage in solving the issue of racism? 

  --How can we ally ourselves with the (ongoing) victims of racism? 

All sessions will be held via Zoom;  details and meeting instructions to follow. 

ǭǳȍN ȝS!! 

   Íaʟ ʂʍ ɽɫʮʔ ˁɯʍ ɺˏrs˛nʨʕ ɯeʨ˗˔nʐ ˉnʋ ɼˏɶˏwʨʕ 
          ˁhaʠ cˉʘ ˢrˉnsf˛ˠʗ uʟ ˉnʋ ˛ˤʞ naˢi˛ʘ!     



 

Wƻƛƴ ¸²/! {ŜŀǧƭŜ μ YƛƴƎ μ {ƴƻƘƻƳƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎŀǝǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊπ
ŀƭ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ŀǘ ¸²/!Ωǎ млǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ {ǘŀƴŘ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ wŀŎƛǎƳΦ 

 

[ŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳƻǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǊŜŜ ǾƛǊπ
ǘǳŀƭ ǘƻǿƴ Ƙŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ LƧŜƻƳŀ hƭǳƻΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ім bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ¢ƛƳŜǎ ōŜǎǘ-ǎŜƭƭŜǊΣ {ƻ ¸ƻǳ ²ŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
¢ŀƭƪ !ōƻǳǘ wŀŎŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ млǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀƴŘ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ wŀŎƛǎƳ ƛƴ {ŜŀǧƭŜΣ ǇǊƻǳŘπ
ƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ¸²/!Ωǎ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ /ƻƭƻǊ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ όth/9/ύ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΦ 
 

Friday, April 30, 2021, 11:45AM 

±ƛǊǘǳŀƭ ŘƻƻǊǎ ƻǇŜƴ ŀǘ ммΥпр ŀƳΤ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǘ ƴƻƻƴΦ  /ƭƻǎŜŘ ŎŀǇǝƻƴƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΦ 

!.h¦¢ ¢I9 {¢!b5 !D!Lb{¢ w!/L{a 

 

¸²/!Ωǎ {ǘŀƴŘ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ wŀŎƛǎƳ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ  
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳƛŎ ǊŀŎƛǎƳΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝǾŜ ŀŎǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŜǉǳƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘ  
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŬƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ƧǳǎǝŎŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƻŦ ¸²/! ¦{!Σ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΦ  
¢ƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŀȅǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀƴŘ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ wŀŎƛǎƳΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀƎŀƛƴǎǘǊŀŎƛǎƳΦƻǊƎΦ 

!.h¦¢ LW9ha! h[¦hΣ Y9¸bh¢9 {t9!Y9w 

 

LƧŜƻƳŀ hƭǳƻ ƛǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ім bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ¢ƛƳŜǎ ōŜǎǘ-ǎŜƭƭŜǊΣ {ƻ ¸ƻǳ ²ŀƴǘ ǘƻ ¢ŀƭƪ !ōƻǳǘ wŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ  ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ  
ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ōƻƻƪΣ aŜŘƛƻŎǊŜΥ ¢ƘŜ 5ŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ [ŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ ²ƘƛǘŜ aŀƭŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ IŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǊŀŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ 
ƛƴ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ¢ƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ tƻǎǘΦ  hƭǳƻ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ ƻƴŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴƅǳŜƴǝŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ нлнм ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢La9 млл ƭƛǎǘΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘǿƛŎŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƻƻǘ мллΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ 
ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ  нлму CŜƳƛƴƛǎǘ IǳƳŀƴƛǎǘ !ǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ нлнл IŀǊǾŀǊŘ IǳƳŀƴƛǎǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ !ǿŀǊŘΦ 

tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ¸²/! {ŜŀǧƭŜκYƛƴƎκ{ƴƻƘƻƳƛǎƘΦ 
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10th Annual Stand Against Racism  
with Ijeoma Oluo 

http://standagainstracism.org/
https://townhallseattle.org/event/10th-annual-stand-against-racism-with-ijeoma-oluo/


 
 

Holy Week Greetings, St. Therese Family! 
  
In the responsorial psalm for this Palm Sunday, we hear over and over some of the last words recited by 
Jesus while he hung on the cross and knew his death was imminent: “My God, my God, why have you aban-
doned meò? 
  
As we look back on this Lenten season, and even further on the past 13 months of our lives, I wonder how 
many of us have had similar thoughts or uttered these same words? Why has God allowed this to happen? 
Where is our God in the midst of all the suffering?  
  
While the past year has challenged all of us in ways I cannot even imagine how to articulate here, I also firm-
ly believe that - just as in Jesus’ life - there is no Resurrection without the crucifixion é there is no Easter 
Sunday without Good Friday. While I would never wish suffering upon anyone, we do worship the suffering 
servant. Our world has been upended in the past year, yet as we approach Easter Sunday, there are so 
many more signs of hope than last Easter. COVID-19 testing sites are closing and being transformed into 
vaccination clinics. Transmission rates in our community are trending in the right direction. More children are 
coming to school. More small businesses are opening back up to serve the wider community. And for us 
sports fans, March Madness is filling us up and Mariners fans are going to be able to watch their team play 
in-person in small numbers this spring…. 
  
Signs of hope are abound, but amidst the hope, we must not forget the suffering. We must not strive to re-
turn to “normal.” We must not get excited to simply slide back into our comfort zone and what is convenient 
for us. Rather, the past year has placed the numerous injustices, inequities, and gaps in resources and ac-
cess to health care, education, and other essentials on an unignorable pedestal. Even in our own communi-
ty, we’ve been grateful to welcome more students to campus and are proud of the educational and learning 
opportunities we have continued to provide over the past year, but we are also aware of the fact that tens of 
thousands of local students and millions nationally have had far fewer learning and even social opportunities 
through their schools. How do we reconcile the privileges in our own lives and community with the struggles 
of others? 
  
I believe the solution lies in this week’s SLEs. We are called to show courtesy, hospitality, and self-discipline 
in our words and actions. This calls for humility. This calls for an awareness of the needs of others. This calls 
for choosing to put others before ourselves, and to find our meaning not in what we have, but in what we do 
and how we treat others. From our faith history, we should look to the Apostles and early disciples and truly 
witness how they navigated a post-crucifixion world with a Resurrection faith. We are called to be people of 
hope; not just the hope of the clouds of heaven, but also the hope of the fruits of the earth. Jesus’ followers 
were terrified when they witnessed Jesus’ suffering and death. They were divided amongst themselves. 
They denied knowing him. However, when Mary Magdalene and the other women returned to the empty 
tomb, hope was restored. Hope transformed the hearts, minds, and actions of the disciples. They fled their 
isolation caused by the division of the crucifixion and ran to the beauty of community that the Resurrection 
brought. 
  
The early Christian communities were rooted in courtesy - every community member mattered, was valued, 
and their dignity was celebrated and honored. Hospitality was a spiritual practice of all who joined the Chris-
tian community. All were welcome, and their possessions were held in common - the community and com-
mon good were far more important than any one individual. These Christians still had stories, their pasts 
were not forgotten, and disagreements still emerged. However, instead of insisting on being right, our faith 
calls us to be holy - this calls for self-discipline.  
  
As we continue to journey through this historical moment and wrap up this Lenten season, let us truly exhibit 
courtesy, hospitality, and self-discipline in all our encounters, and may God be glorified in our words and ac-
tions. 
 

Blessings on the week and close of the Lenten season ahead,   

Mr. Matthew DeBoer, Principal 


