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1st Station:  Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane 

We pray for peace in the Holy Land. 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.   (All genuflect.) 

All: Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world.   (All rise.) 

 

Scripture: Matthew 26: 36-46 

Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his 

disciples, óSit here while I go over there and pray.ô  He took along Peter and the 

two sons of Zebedee, and began to feel sorrow and distress.  Then he said to 

them, ñMy soul is sorrowful even to death.  Remain here and keep watch with 

me.ò   He advanced a little and fell prostrate in prayer, saying, ñMy Father, if it is 

possible, let this cup pass from me; yet, not as I will, but as you will.ò  When he 

returned to his disciples he found them asleep. He said to Peter, ñSo you could 

not keep watch with me for one hour?  Watch and pray that you may not 

undergo the test.  The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.ò  Withdrawing a 

second time, he prayed again, ñMy Father, if it is not possible that this cup pass 

without my drinking it, your will be done!ò  Then he returned once more and 

found them asleep, for they could not keep their eyes open.  He left them and 

withdrew again and prayed a third time, saying the same thing again.  Then he 

returned to his disciples and said to them, ñAre you still sleeping and taking 

your rest? Behold, the hour is at hand when the Son of Man is to be handed 

over to sinners.  Get up, let us go. Look, my betrayer is at hand.ò 

 

Group Reflection: 

When Jesus felt sorrow and distress he sought out a place where he found 

solace and turned to God for strength and guidance.   Jesusôs place of solace 

was the Garden of Gethsemane, in the Holy Land. Today in the Holy Land and 

throughout the world too many of our brothers and sisters feel sorrow and 

distress because of the lack of peace in our world. They face the everyday 

realities of war and conflict. It can be far too easy to be like Jesusô disciples and 

fall asleep in the face of these realities on the other side of the world. Instead, 

Jesus calls us to stay awake ï to stay with him and our brothers and sisters 

around the world and support them in their struggle for peace. He calls us to 

keep watch with him and pray, to be persistent in our calls and prayers for 

peace as a way to live in solidarity with our brothers and sisters experiencing 

the sorrow and devastation of war.  

 

¶ Where is a place where you find solace? Where you can turn to God for 

strength and guidance just as Jesus did? 

 

¶ How can you best keep watch with those suffering in the Holy Land and 

around the world? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



2nd Station:  Jesus is betrayed by Judas and is arrested 

We pray for restorative justice for all prisoners. 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.  (All genuflect.) 

All: Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world.  (All rise.) 

 

Scripture Reflection:  John 18:1-9 

 When he had said this, Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron 

valley to where there was a garden, into which he and his disciples entered.  

Judas his betrayer also knew the place, because Jesus had often met there 

with his disciples.  So Judas got a band of soldiers and guards from the chief 

priests and the Pharisees and went there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.  

Jesus, knowing everything that was going to happen to him, went out and said 

to them, ñWhom are you looking for?ò  They answered him, ñJesus the 

Nazorean.ò  He said to them, ñI AM.ò Judas his betrayer was also with them.  

When he said to them, ñI AM,ò they turned away and fell to the ground.  So he 

again asked them, ñWhom are you looking for?ò They said, ñJesus the 

Nazorean.ò Jesus answered, ñI told you that I AM. So if you are looking for me, 

let these men go.ò  This was to fulfill what he had said, ñI have not lost any of 

those you gave me.ò 

 

Group Reflection: 

Betrayal hurts all of us.  Crime is a betrayal of a communitiesô desire to live in 

safety.  Our Christian faith tells us that no matter what awful things we do in our 

lives, we can always reconcile our relationships with Godïwe are always able to 

seek forgiveness.  Restorative justice works to repair the harm when a crime is 

committed.  The approach is to focus on the community and view the crime as a 

violation against the people and relationshipsïnot just a violation of the law.   

 

¶ How involved should communities be in helping people who commit 

crimes? 

¶ Why is it so hard to forgive people who hurt us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


