Pope Francis: Evangelli Gaudium

"The Joy of the Gospel"

> Chapter Il - Amid the Crisis of Communal Commitment

Ecclesial Challenges Regarding "Youth Ministry"

105. Youth ministry, as traditionally organized, has also suffered the impact of social changes.
Young people often fail to find responses to their concerns, needs, problems and hurts in the usual
structures. As adults, we find it hard to listen patiently to them, to appreciate their concerns and
demands, and to speak to them in a language they can understand. For the same reason, our
efforts in the field of education do not produce the results expected. The rise and growth of
associations and movements mostly made up of young people can be seen as the work of the
Holy Spirit, who blazes new trails to meet their expectations and their search for a deep spirituality
and a more real sense of belonging. There remains a need, however, to ensure that these
associations actively participate in the Church’'s overall pastoral efforts.[76]

106. Even if it is not always easy to approach young people, progress has been made in two
areas: the awareness that the entire community is called to evangelize and educate the young,
and the urgent need for the young to exercise greater leadership. We should recognize that
despite the present crisis of commitment and communal relationships, many young people are
making common cause before the problems of our world and are taking up various forms of
activism and volunteer work. Some take part in the life of the Church as members of service
groups and various missionary initiatives in their own dioceses and in other places. How beautiful
it is to see that young people are “street preachers” (callgjeros de /a fe), joyfully bringing Jesus to
every street, every town square and every corner of the earth!



107. Many places are experiencing a dearth of vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life.
This is often due to a lack of contagious apostolic fervour in communities which results in a cooling
of enthusiasm and attractiveness. Wherever there is life, fervour and a desire to bring Christ to
others, genuine vocations will arise. Even in parishes where priests are not particularly committed
or joyful, the fraternal life and fervour of the community can awaken in the young a desire to
consecrate themselves completely to God and to the preaching of the Gospel. This is particularly
true if such a living community prays insistently for vocations and courageously proposes to its
young people the path of special consecration. On the other hand, despite the scarcity of
vocations, today we are increasingly aware of the need for a better process of selecting
candidates to the priesthood. Seminaries cannot accept candidates on the basis of any motivation
whatsoever, especially if those motivations have to do with affective insecurity or the pursuit of
power, human glory or economic well-being.

108. As | mentioned above, | have not sought to offer a complete diagnosis, but | invite
communities to complete and enrich these perspectives on the basis of their awareness of the
challenges facing them and their neighbours. It is my hope that, in doing so, they will realize that
whenever we attempt to read the signs of the times it is helpful to listen to young people and the
elderly. Both represent a source of hope for every people. The elderly bring with them memory
and the wisdom of experience, which warns us not to foolishly repeat our past mistakes. Young
people call us to renewed and expansive hope, for they represent new directions for humanity and
open us up to the future, lest we cling to a nostalgia for structures and customs which are no
longer life-giving in today's world.

109. Challenges exist to be overcome! Let us be realists, but without losing our joy, our boldness
and our hope-filled commitment. Let us not allow ourselves to be robbed of missionary vigour!



