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“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all your mind.” - Mt 22:37

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.




SUNDAY'’S READINGS

FIRST READING:

*“You shall not wrong any widow or orphan.

If ever you wrong therm and they cry out to me,

| will surely hear their cry.

My wrath will flare up, and | will kill you with the sword.”
(Ex 22:21-23a)

PSALM:
| love yvou, Lord, my strength. [Ps 18)

SECOND READING:

You became imitators of us and of the Lord,
receiving the word in great affliction, with joy
from the Holy Spirit,

so that you became a model for all the believers
in Macedonia and in Achaia. (1 Thes 1:6-7)

GOSPEL:

Jesus said to him,

*You shall love the Lord, your God,

with all your heart,

with all your soul,

and with all your mind.

This is the greatest and the first commandment.

The second is like it:

You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mt 2237-39)

Excerpts frorm the Lectionoy for Moss Q2000 1998, 1570 CC0
The English transiation of men Egsponses from Lectionarny for Moss & 18849, 1987 1937 Internotiono!

Comrmssian an Englsh dn the Ltungy Corporation, All nighés resaned.

OBSERVAMCES FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 25, 2020

Sunday: 30th Ssunday in Ordinary Time; Priesthood Sunday
Wednesday: Sts. Simon and Jude, Apostles

Saturday All Hallow’s Eve

Mext Sunday: Al Saints; Daylight Saving Time ends,

Mational Viocation Awareness Wealk

\ FAITH

LIFTS THE SOUL. ;

HOPE

SUPPORTS IT.

REFLECT

FIRST READING

Today's reading is an excerpt from the
many laws Moses received at Mount
Sinai. We learn that God expects
empathy and compassion for the most
vulnerable in society. How do you show
care for those in need?

SECOND READING

Paul saw the believers in the city of
Thessalonica as models for the faith in
the surrounding regions of Macedonia
and Achaia. Who would you hold up
today as a model Christian?

GOSPEL READING

Jesus teaches the religious leaders in
Jerusalem that love of God and love
of neighbor and self are the greatest
commandments. Which of these two
commandments do you find more
challenging?
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CALCULATING LOVE

The truth is, the modern world increasi
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—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

WHAT HAPPENS IF SOMEONE handle the consecrated bread or wine.
DROPS A CONSECRATED HOST? Should there be any mishap — as when, for
B TR oAk example, the consecrated wine is spilled
Despite our best efforts, and this is as true from the chalice — then the affected "area
in our liturgical celebrations as in all of life, ... should be washed with water, and this
accidents happen. Occasionally at Mass, a water should be then poured into

the sacrarium.”

host may be dropped or

some of the Precious Blood I According 1 ric. 280 of the
e 1lAd svean ha onillad Ffroamm b5
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the chalice, despite the best love gzpr?c;?r; ;ﬁ;ﬁc:ﬁ?gfgggl
efforts of the priests, deacons, }’Ull, il i bt a d’roppe d host

and extracrdinary ministers
of holy Communion assisting
at the liturgy.

is picked up by the minister
distributing Communion and
reverently consumed. The
minster should be careful

to make sure that no other
particles from the host
remain on the ground. As we
see in the instruction from
the bishops, the Precious

Lord,

50, when a host is dropped or
the Precious Blood is spilled,
we can take guidance from
the U.S, Bishops' statement
Norms for the Distribution

for Holy Communion Under

Both Kinds: Blood would be absorbed
{customarily with a purificator) and the area
All ministers of Holy Communion should attentively and reverently washed with water
show the greatest reverence for the Most which would then be disposed of properly.

Holy Eucharist by their demeanor, their
attire, and the manner in which they
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LIVE THE LITURGY

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

Do we really understand how
important our relationships with

our brothers and sisters throughout
the world truly are? Many give God's
commandment to love yvour neighbor
and yourself a congenial glance of
approval and agreement without
really thinking about the implications.

Sometimes it s easier to kneal in

seasie ; NLID AN
reverence before the tabernacle in " U R U J
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a church than to kneel in reverence
before the tabernacle of another

person's soul. Witnessing and being

consumed by the Divine Power alive

in the heart of every living being
transforms not only how we see our
brothers and sisters but how we see

God Himself. The cries of the poor |
and those who are hurting must echo B

in our hearts. We can no longer be PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING

deaftotne world's pain. It Is no longer Our parish is grateful for your continued support at
acceptable to judge others, unduly bt Thanliwsl

criticize, or rlﬂargmallze, nelgl_ect. . “““n‘ T
abuse, manipulate, or participate in '
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the exploitation of anyone! We are
asked to become hypersensitive to
not only what we are doing, but why
we are doing it. This holds true not

of our lives but our economic and
corporate relationships and
policies as well.
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—
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GOSPEL MEDITATION

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE

For sorme reason, it is easier to
genuflect in reverence to the
presence of Christ in the tabernacle
afa church, than to genuflect in
reverence to the same presence

of Christ in another person's soul,
We wrongly believe that God
divides himself, placing himself

in one place in preference to
another. It doesn't work that way.
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are intimately and inseparably
connected because the essence
and spark of God's very presence

is in all creation. Cod's presence is
just as real in the one who is good,
as in the one whao is bad, and the
one who is just, and the one who is
unjust

Our brains get in the way of truly
contermplating the awesomeness
of this truth. We like to separate
things into boxes, the sheep from
the gosis ard the deservirg from
the andesevng. Bul, with Sod
there e no distinctions sucn as
thiz Zur hurear classifications,
subeivisions, and definitions holod
o powweer oF have amy weigh n
God's eyes. Sad v, we relate tc God
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We cannot be deaf to the world's
pain. It is not about having, hording,
accumulating, acquiring, securing,
storing, protecting, owning,

ﬁi

claiming, or any of the other human
terms we use to distinguish mine
frorm yours. We put so much power
in these words and that power,
even though we may not always
realize it, can cause those words
and the disfiactions they carry 1o
wiolhd and hurt athers We have
thewnole order of things wrang,
Bl v om0 s o prescrving

this crder that we are absclutely
afraid o do it any other way, We go
threwgh hoops thying o conmvince
ourselves why the perils of the
person seeking a new place to call
home are not our perils that we
turn our back and justify closing
our doors. It makes perfect sense to
us, Yet, it makes no sense in terms

He said to him, “You shall love the Lord,
your God, with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your mind. This is the
greatest and the first commandment. The

second is like it: You shail love your neighbor
as yourself." - Mt 22:37-39

Excarpts fram tha Lectionary for Moss &2001 08 1870 000
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of our faith. It doesn't sguare with
any of the words found in Sacred
Scripture or in any time-tested
teaching of the church.

We have it all reversed. We know
that we do because when Jesus
spreaks aoolt such things anc

the words of the Old Testarment
proprsls rirg oul again, we slarl

to feel ancenforzaale and anzious.
Wehat we do, directly or by armission,
o one of the least o™ these little
ones we do to Cod. It is guite
possible that some of what we are
doing personally, economically,
politically, globally, and even
religiously is doing more harm than
good. Let's pander that a bit.

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS

Local businesses and
sponsors that advertise on

LE T

ease encourage and
remind others to show their
support during this time.
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Monday, Oct 26, 2020
Too many people work too much. Some have a
psychological compulsion to work incessantly. Some
work excessively to acquire money and success.
Some have no identity outside of their jobs. Some
are driven by guilt and fear of being lazy. Some think
that an overly busy work life makes them look
important. And far too many are forced to work too
much in order to make ends meet. None of these
reasons are healthy or holy. God wants us to rest
and enjoy life too—thus, the sabbath day. Let’s
work together to create a just society where all can

get some rest.
TODAY'S READINGS: Ephesians 4:32—5:8; Luke 13:10-17

Tuesday, Oct 27, 2020
Prayerful words from the National Association of
Catholic Chaplains, written by NACC member Lisa
Ecks: “May the wilderness of this time, and the
uncertainty we may feel, strengthen our resolve to
lean on your word, abide in your presence, and be
guided by your enduring and powerful Spirit.” The
NACC helps priests, religious women, and laypeople
bring a trained, professional experience to their
ministry of caring for the sick. Pray for all hospital
chaplains during this Pastoral Care Week. They’re
consoling not just COVID-19 patients but medical

workers on the front lines.
TODAY'S READINGS: Ephesians 5:21-33; Luke 13:18-21

Wednesday, Oct 28, 2020

Feast of Simon and Jude, Apostles
Much of what we know about apostles Jude and
Simon is who they are not. Simon was called the
Zealot—someone passionate, and perhaps
revolutionary, about his Jewish faith. Calling him the
Zealot also helped to distinguish him from the more
famous Simon Peter. We find Jude (along with
Judas, variant translations of the name Judah)
mentioned in the list of the apostles in Luke and
Acts, but he is called Thaddeus in Matthew and
Mark, perhaps to distinguish him from the traitor
Judas Iscariot. Regardless of their relative obscurity,
Jude and Simon were chosen by Jesus to share the
Good News and there is every indication they did
just that. Even if your life seems quiet and
unremarkable to you in some ways, the call to
discipleship is your call as well. Saint Jude and Saint

Simon, pray for us.
TODAY'S READINGS: Ephesians 2:19-22; Luke 6:12-16

Invest just five minutes a day,
and your faith will deepen and grow
a day at a time.

Thursday, Oct 29, 2020
Even in this day and age, Christians standing up for
what is right have been killed for their efforts. Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. comes to mind. So does Sister
Dorothy Stang, SNDdeN, of Dayton, Ohio, who was
murdered in 2005 for defending the poor and
protected lands in the Amazon rain forest in Brazil.
Would you allow yourself to be inconvenienced (or
more) to do the right thing? Look for a way to stand
up for a good cause today, even if it feels

inconvenient.
TODAY'S READINGS: Ephesians 6:10-20; Luke 13:31-35

Friday, Oct 30, 2020
One of the comforting takeaways from our
experience of church during the pandemic is that
people are more important than rules. The
obligation to physically participate in Sunday Mass
has been dispensed during the pandemic by our
bishops. We are given the opportunity to make a
“spiritual communion” instead. We don’t have to go
to Confession to be absolved of our sins. A sincere
Act of Contrition and a resolve to celebrate the
sacrament when it once again becomes available is
sufficient. Just as Jesus set aside the sabbath
commandment in order to heal, so too our bishops
set aside the precepts so that we may be healed.
Let’s pray today for our bishops, and for a time of

healing.
TODAY'S READINGS: Philippians 1:1-11; Luke 14:1-6

Saturday, Oct 31, 2020
One of the many things to be longed for during this
extended time of physical distancing is the free and
easy sharing of meals with family and friends, in
groups large and small. Shared meals hold a special
place in family life, and in Catholic life as well. It’s no
mystery why meals are central. Something magical
happens at mealtime, the communion among
people is palpable. And in Catholic life, Communion
is sacred. Pray we may safely gather again without
appointment or extra precautions in the not distant
future and freely share the mysteries of our faith in
the bread and wine, the Body and Blood. Until then,

let us raise a glass in remembrance of Christ.
TODAY'S READINGS: Philippians 1:18b-26; Luke 14:1, 7-11
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