MISSION

Through actively living the sacraments,
our community is made new by Christ

to love God and one another.

MASS SCHEDULE

Weekday Mass
Monday—Thursday | 8:00 am

Weekend Mass
Saturday | Vigil 4:00 pm
Sunday | 8:00 am & 10:00 am

Confession
Saturday | 3:00 pm—3:30 pm
Other | By Appointment
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MASS INTENTIONS

Weekend of August 21 & 22™
T Joseph Tony Black

Pro Populo
T Shirley McCreight

Monday, August 23"
T Rev William Barry SJ

Tuesday, August 24"
T Jerry Farris

Wednesday, August 25"
T Holy Souls

Thursday, August 26™
T Gary Appleberry
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Jesus then said to the Twelve, "Do you also want to leave?" Simon
Peter answered him, "MESt’EI' to wham shall we go? You have the

‘words of eternal |$fﬂ*

m frum Tow Lty i Hl.n.ﬂ‘lli‘l. 1998, ml::r.t

24827 S. DOBSON ROAD, SUN LAKES, AZ

480.895.9266 | www.saintstevensparish.org

yme to believe and are convinced
that you are the Haly Gna of God.” -

- Jn 6:67-69
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SUNDAY'’S READINGS

FIRST READING:
"Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is cur God.”
(Jos 24.8)

PSALM:
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. [Ps 34)

SECOND READING:
This is a great mystery, but | speak in reference to Christ
and the church. ([Eph 5:32)

GOSPEL:
Simon Peter answered him, "Master to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life” (In 6:68)
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OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 22, 2021

Sunday: Zist Sunday in Ordinary Time

rMonday: 5L Rose of Lima, Wirgin

Tuesday: 5t Bartholomew, Apostle

Wednesday: St Louis, 5t. Joseph Calasanz, Priest

Friciany: St Manica

Saturday; St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Mext Sunday:  22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

TASTE AND SEE
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REFLECT

FIRST READING

Joshua, who helped settle the |sraelites
into the Promised Land, knew the
struggle ahead lay in Israel's fidelity

to God. How does anyone best show
fidelity to God?

SECOND READING

Toward the end of his |etter, Paul takes
up the topic of husbands and wives.
He speaks of the importance of mutual
subordination and love. What do you
see as secret to a successful marriage?

GOSPEL READING

Jesus' bread of life discourse ends
with the report that “many of Jesus’
disciples” no longer followed Jesus.
How should we respond to family or
friends who choose to walk away from
Jesus?
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SUBMISSION
AS STEWARDSHIP.

WE LIVE IN A COUNTRY THAT
UPHOLDS THE SEPARATION
OF CHURCH AND STATE.
WHAT IS THE ROLE OF

CATHOLICS IN SOCIETY?

The role of the Church in the world has
taken different forms over time, but the
theme is the same. Be disciples in it! As
the lay faithful — that is, not vowed priest
or religious — we are called to live and

love in the circumstances of our daily lives.

St. John Paul Il wrote a document about
the laity. In it he wrote, “In their situation
in the world God manifests His plan and
communicates to them their particular
vocation of seeking the Kingdom of Goed
by engaging in temporal affairs and by
ordering them according to the plan of
God" (On the Lay Members of Christ's
Faithful, 15).

God wants us in the hospitals, the board
rooms, the law offices, the food pantries,
and the little league games! We are to
engage in the affairs of the world. But
when we're there, we should live the plan

bordination. Inconvenie
ing of time, of mc

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

of God. We need to respect those around
us, engage in just business and legal
practices, and love our children. We should
care for the earth, use our money wisely,
and get to know our neighbors, We must
advocate for social policies that respect
human dignity and human freedom. No
matter our state in life, we are invited to
build the kingdom of God!
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LIVE THE LITURGY

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

Many people give their allegiance
to something until it asks them
to do something challenging or
radical. Then, they find themselves
rethinking whether they want to
be associated with it. The same
holds for God. Either we serve
Cod, or we don't. There can be

no lukewarm stance with regard
to faith. If we are in, then faith in
Jesus Christ asks us to do some
difficult things: work in service of
Ged's kingdom, love cur enemies,
offer no resistance to injury, and
trust that the Eucharist is in fact
Jesus' very Body and Blood. For
some, buying into these things
may prove too difficult and a
return to a life without them is
preferred. But truth is truth and

it can only be found in God. If we
find it hard to accept it from the
mouth of Christ, where else can
we go to find it? The task before
us is to commit to the truth even
when it may be easier to pursue
something else. Truth is always
worth obtaining even when it is
difficult Jecuz offerg Lig the truth
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of life, a life that is found in his
own flesh and blood and a life of
discipleship.

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support at
this time. Thank you!
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JUST LIKEIT
SAYS IN THE
BIBLE!
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FATHER, I'M WONDERFUL!
GOING TO BE THEN LIKE
THE HEAD OF CHRIST, YOU'LL
MY FAMILY, PUT YOUR WIFE

FIRST IN
~~ EVERYTHING,
AND SACRIFICE
EVERY PERSONAL
DESIRE TO
SERVE HER,
RIGHT?
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