




The obligations to attend Mass will be 
restored on Pentecost Sunday, May 23. Visit 

our webpage www.olssa.org to read the 
decree issued by Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-

Siller.  
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Estimados feligreses, 
 
Queridos feligreses, hoy celebramos la Ascensión del Señor. 
La Ascensión es una parte crucial de la misión y el mensaje de Cristo. Es el momento culminante en el que su 
victoria quedará consagrada en el cielo para siempre. Jesús asciende al cielo como el sacrificio vivo que 
seguirá siendo el puente entre Dios y la humanidad hasta el fin de los tiempos. Sus palabras en este momento, 
por tanto, son críticas . 
 
¿Que dijo? Primero, resume el mensaje de salvación . Les recuerda a sus apóstoles que había venido a la tierra 
para predicar la salvación y luego hacerla realidad mediante su sufrimiento, muerte y resurrección. Solo 
gracias a la predicación y la pasión de Cristo es posible que la humanidad experimente la salvación del pecado 
y la ignorancia que desean , la paz del alma que anhelan. En segundo lugar, les da a sus seguidores una 
misión. Les pide que sean testigos de estas cosas. No podrán llevar a cabo su testimonio por sí mismos , 
necesitarán el Espíritu Santo , por lo que él promete que en Pentecostés serán "revestidos de poder de lo alto". 
Pero luego se les permite ir a " todas las naciones " como testigos de Cristo. Entonces, en la Ascensión de 
nuestro Señor, nos encontramos cara a cara con el núcleo de todo el Evangelio: el mensaje salvífico de Cristo 
que se transmite a todas las personas a través del testimonio de la Iglesia. 
 
Nuestra misión principal es dar testimonio de Cristo , de su mensaje y del poder de su bondad. Antes de 
ascender, Jesús no dijo: "Ve a divertirte". ¡No! Él dijo: "Vayan, sean mis testigos en todas las naciones". Esta 
es la misión que se nos ha encomendado. Cada uno lo hará de forma diferente. Dios llama a algunos a 
testificar como sacerdotes . A otros los llama a consagrar sus vidas como misioneros de tiempo completo o 
como laicos. A cada uno de nosotros nos llama a dar testimonio de la sinceridad, fidelidad y bondad amorosa 
con la que vivimos nuestras responsabilidades y relaciones normales. Hasta que esta misión se convierta en 
nuestra máxima prioridad en la vida, experimentaremos una inquietud interior que nada curará. Fuimos 
creados para vivir en amistad con Dios , y eso significa compartir los proyectos de Dios . Su proyecto en este 
mundo caído es "que el arrepentimiento para el perdón de pecados sea predicado en su nombre a todas las 
naciones". Justo antes de que Jesús ascendiera, nos dice San Lucas, "levantó las manos y los bendijo ". Luego 
ascendió y sus discípulos "regresaron a Jerusalén con gran gozo ". ¿Por qué se alegraron de la partida de 
Cristo? Porque Cristo les había revelado el propósito de sus vidas : tenían una misión ; su vida tenía sentido . 
 
En esta Solemnidad, aceptemos de nuevo la misión de nuestra vida, confiando en la gracia de Dios y en la 
intercesión de la Santísima Virgen. 
 
Padre Dennis Venegas   

All are welcome to the  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exposition begins every  Thursday immediately  
following the 8:00am Mass until 7:00pm. 

If you would like to sign up for an hour of Adoration 
please contact the parish office 210.732.6295 

or office@olssa.org. Come and pray with us in the 
most Holy presence of our Lord. 



 

Dear parishioners, today we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord, 
 
The Ascension is a crucial part of Christ's mission and message. It is the culminating  moment in which his 
victory will be enshrined in heaven for ever. Jesus ascends into heaven as the living sacrifice that will continue 
to be the bridge between God and humanity until the end of time. His words at this moment, therefore, are 
critical.  What does he say? First, he sums up the message of salvation. He reminds his Apostles that he had 
come to earth in order to preach salvation, and then to make it into a reality by his suffering, death, and 
resurrection. Only because of Christ's preaching and passion is it possible for mankind to experience the 
salvation from sin and ignorance that they desire, the peace of soul that they yearn for. Second, he gives his 
followers a mission. He calls upon them to be witness of these things. They will not be able to carry out their 
witness all by themselves, they will need the Holy Spirit, and so he promises that at Pentecost they will be 
"clothed with power from on high." But then they are enabled to go to "all the nations" as Christ's witnesses. 
So, in the Ascension of our Lord, we come face to face with the core of the entire Gospel: Christ's saving 
message being transmitted to all people through the witness of the Church.  
 
Our primary missoon is to bear witness to Christ, to his message and the power of his goodness. Before he 
ascended, Jesus didn't say, "Go have a good time."  No! He said, "Go be my witnesses to all the nations." This 
is the mission we have been given. Each one of us will do it in a different way. God calls some to witness as 
priests. Others he calls  to consecrate their lives as full-time missionaries, or as lay people. Each of us he calls 
to bear witness by the sincerity, faithfulness, and loving-kindness with which we live out our normal 
responsibilities and relationships. Until this mission becomes our highest priority in life, we will experience an 
interior restlessness that nothing will cure. We were created to live in friendship with God, and that means 
sharing in God's projects. His project in this fallen world is "that repentance for the forgiveness of sins would 
be preached in his name to all the nations". Right before Jesus ascended, St Luke tells us, he "raised his hands, 
and blessed them."  Then he ascended and his disciples "returned to Jerusalem with great joy." Why were they 
joyful at Christ's departure? Because Christ had revealed to them the purpose of their lives - they had a 
mission; their life had meaning. 
 
On this Solemnity, let's accept anew our life's mission, trusting in God's grace and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin. 
 
Fr. Dennis Venegas   
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Saint Rita of Cascia (May 22, 1386-1456) 

Known in Spain as “La Santa de los impossibiles” (the saint of the impossible), 
St. Rita is invoked by people in all situations and stations of life, since she had 
embraced suffering with charity and wrongs with forgiveness in the many trials 
she experienced in her life: as a wife, widow, a mother surviving the death of 
her children, and a nun. Born in 1386 in Roccaparena, Umbria, St. Rita was 
married at the age of 12 to a violent and ill-tempered husband. He was 
murdered 18 years later and she forgave his murderers, praying that her twin 
sons, who had sworn to avenge their father’s death may also forgive. She was 
granted this grace, and her sons, who died young, died reconciled to God. The 
saint heard the call to become a nun in the Augustinian convent at Cascia, but 
was refused entry at first. She asked the intercession of Sts. Augustine, Mary 
Magadalene and John the Baptist and was finally allowed to enter the convent 
where she lived the last 40 years of her life in prayer, mortification and service 

to the people of Cascia. For the last 15 years of her life she received a stigmata-like thorn wound in answer to 
her prayers to be more profoundly conformed to the passion of the Lord Jesus. She died of tuberculosis at the 
age of 70 on May 22, 1456. On the 100th anniversary of her canonization in 2000, Pope John Paul II noted her 
remarkable qualities as a Christian woman: “Rita interpreted well the 'feminine genius' by living it intensely in 
both physical and spiritual motherhood.” 


