Attributes of God
I will extol thee, my God and King, and bless thy name for ever and ever.…
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is unsearchable.…
The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made.…
Thy Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom, and thy dominion endures throughout all
generations. The Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his deeds.
The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down.…
Thou openest thy hand, thou satisﬁest the desire of every living thing. The Lord is
just in all his ways, and kind in all his doings. The Lord is near to all who call upon
him, to all who call upon him in truth. He fulﬁls the desire of all who fear him,
he also hears their cry, and saves them. ~ Psalm 145:1, 3, 8, 13-14, 16-19
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Moses asked him for his name.
“If I come to the people of Israel and
say to them, ‘The God of your fathers
has sent me to you,’ and they ask me,
‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to
them?” God said to Moses, “I am who
I AM.… this is my name for ever, and
thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations” (Ex 3:13-15).
“I Am who I am” in Hebrew is
“Yahweh” and is a name that is
reverenced by Jews and Christians alike. It reveals God has no
beginning or end. When placed
before this revelation, we realize
our own insigniﬁcance and praise
God for his greatness.
Also, God’s eternity means he
does not change. He is outside
time: “O eternal God, [you] discern
what is secret, [you] art aware of all
things before they come to be” (Dn
13:42). When he created us,
he knew that we would fall and
that he would save us. His will
to save us has been in his mind
for all eternity. God is ever faithful to his promises even when we
sin against him. His love for us
does not falter. “The steadfast love
of the Lord never ceases, his mercies
never come to an end; they are new
every morning; great is thy faithfulness” (Lam 3:22-23).

“God permits evil,
and brings good from it,
but is not the source
or cause of evil.”

his plan to conquer evil. Christ
was exposed to the powers of evil
and “humbled himself and became
obedient unto death, even death on a
cross” (Phil 2:8). But his apparent weakness revealed the mystery of his power and conquered
sin and death when he rose again
on the third day. The power of
God manifested in the weakness
of Christ is not something that
we can understand apart from
faith. Only in faith can we follow
Christ, believing that nothing is
beyond God’s power even when
its perfection is found in weakness (see 2 Cor 12:10).

God is Holy and Good
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God
Almighty” (Rv 4:8) sing the angels in Heaven. “No one is good
but God alone” (Mk 10:18), Jesus tells us. God is the source
of all holiness and all goodness:
“Righteousness belongs to the Lord
our God” (Bar 2:6). Throughout the history of God’s dealings
with humankind, he gradually
reveals his glory and goodness to
us. When we seek to be holy, we
seek to imitate God. Although
evil abounds in the world, God
is not the source of evil. Our human freedom, our freedom to do
God is Almighty
the good, can also choose to do
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“Let all thy creatures serve thee, for
he who does evil has not seen God” (3
thou didst speak, and they were made.
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God, power, essence, will, intellect, wisdom, and
for good with those who love him” (Rom 8:28). Our bejustice are all identical”1 (CCC 271). His power is
lief in an all-good God requires our belief in Satan —
as a fallen angelic being, not as a “force” — whose
inﬁnite and cannot be diminished or conquered by
the power of evil. However, because he created us
choice against God brought evil into existence (see
with freedom, he has made it so that the execution
handout on Angels).
of his power in this world depends in part on our acGod is Truth
tions. Nothing is impossible for God; yet, it seems
The revelation of God’s love is manifested not only
that when we need him most, he is powerless to help
in his goodness and mercy but also in his faithfulness
us. The apparent weakness of God is at the heart of
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and truth. God keeps his
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pose, and prosper in the thing
the love shared between
for which I sent it” (Is 55:11). “God is light and in him
lovers whose hearts beat as one: “I am my beloved’s, and
is no darkness at all” (1 Jn 1:5). The truth is God’s
his desire is for me” (Song 7:10).
wisdom clothed in radiance and beauty. Because of
Because he is love, he desires what is best for us.
God’s goodness and purity, his truth pervades and
But his love does not stop there. The power of his
penetrates all things and governs all his actions. Truth
love reaches beyond his desire for our happiness to
is beautiful and one of God’s greatest treasures. In
the actual attainment of it: “In this is love, not that we
praise of wisdom we read in Scripture: It is an unfailloved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the exing treasure for men; those who get it obtain friendship with
piation for our sins” (1 Jn 4:10). He has secured our
God, commended for the gifts that come from instruction.…
happiness and lasting peace through the death of his
[Wisdom] is a reﬂection of eternal light, a spotless mirror
Son. The only limitation to his power is our freedom.
of the working of God, and an image of his goodness (Wis
We can still refuse his love and the happiness he of7:14, 26).
fers, but he never stops loving us. His love is forever,
even for those in Hell whose anguish is the result of
God is Love
God’s love beating on the hearts of those who have
God declares to us: “I have loved you with an everlastrejected him.
ing love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you”
Faith in God
(Jer 31:3). As a reﬂection of his love and goodness,
he created all things good. He created us in his own
Believing in the one true God who is transcenimage and “show[ed] his love for us in that while we were
dent, almighty, gracious, merciful and loving has
yet sinners Christ died for us” (Rom 5:8). No one loves
many consequences for our lives. Because of his alus more than God, and he will not be outdone by
mighty power and sovereignty, faith means we have
anyone in lavishing upon us his grace and mercy. In
to put him in the ﬁrst place in our lives and serve him.
him we have nothing to fear because God is perfect
Because of his truth, it means we have to walk in the
love and “perfect love casts out fear” (1 Jn 4:18). Also,
light of truth, recognizing the beauty and fullness it
“[w]e know that in everything God works for good with those
brings to life. And lastly, because of his mercy and
who love him” (Rom 8:28).
love, it means we have to trust in his providence even
God loved us ﬁrst and then created us; or to put
during times of suffering and trials. “Rejoice” says
it another way, we have been created out of love.
St. Paul, and “again I will say, Rejoice.… Have no anxAs much as his love
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