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THE TWO SONS
There are three ways of reading today's parable about the two
sons who were asked to go and
work in the vineyard.
One way is to view it as a simple story about two men. The first
told his father that he would go
and work, but he broke his promise and never bothered to do
what he had agreed to do. The
second son ignored his father's
request but later thought better
of it and went to the vineyard to
work. Jesus asks his audience
which of the two sons they think
did the father's will. It's obvious
that it's the second son.
Another way of looking at this
parable is to realise that Jesus
was addressing it to the religious
leaders rather than the ordinary
people. They were represented by
the first son. They had learnt all
the laws and customs of their religion, they went to the synagogue and the Temple, but they
were lukewarm in their love of
God and neighbour, knowing
how to do the minimum and still
stay on the side of right. The second son symbolised the ordinary
people who perhaps were not as
involved as the religious leaders
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Maybe this parable is inviting us to be clear about those
areas where we're slow to act
on our faith, and to do something about it?
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