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Founded in 1770 present Church dedicated in 1834

The Holy family of jesus, mary, and joseph
December 27, 2020
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MASS INTENTIONS
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|| From Our Rector

il = Holy Innocents, martyrs
SAI N I S UF (December 28):  The Massa-
d cre of the

Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors:

Today is the Feast of the Holy Family. It is always celebrated
on the first Sunday after Christmas, appropriately linking the
Incarnation of Jesus to the human family who loved, protect-
ed, and taught him.

Sometimes, when we think of the Holy Family, we imagine
them as different from ourselves: holier and more spiritual.
Well, that is certainly true. They were perfect in obedience and
virtue, and fulfilled the biblical prescriptions for properly
caring for and loving one another in the sight of God, as
explicated throughout our first reading and the psalm:
sets a father in honor over
confirms over her sons. Whoever honors his father atones for

sins, and preserves himself from them. When he prays, he is

heard; he stores up riches who reveres his mother. And Blessed
are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways

God

hi s

So yes, the reality is that they were holy, but they were also

fully human & which means that what they attained is possible
for each one of us. Often, we try to make them more like us so
we can orelated6 to them, when
them in their holiness. We are here, in Church, as a Church
family, precisely because they were  not ordinary! Rather than
make Jesus, Mary, and Joseph more like us, we are given the
command, opportunity, and grace to be more like them.

I g

They were committed to God and to one another, despite terri-
ble hardships and circumstances. In Saints Joseph and Mary,
we not only have human saints who give us an example of how
to live together in mutual love and concern while facing
day-to-day demands and challenges, but we also have
intercessors in prayer who can help us through difficult times.
And, of course, in the Son & both fully human and fully divine
& we have the example of perfect love who provides the Way to
eternal life, and the Holy Spirit who remains in his place to
assist in all we do.

In an address a few years ago on this feast day, Pope Francis

said: Every nativity scene shows us Jesus together with Our

Lady and St. Joseph in the grotto of Bethlehem. God wanted to

be born into a human family, he wanted to have a mother and
father like us. Like us, today, Mary and Joseph felt sorrow,

grief, fear, uncertainty, and unease.  He continued , Jesus want-
ed to belong to a family that experienced these hardships, so

that no one would ever feel excluded from the loving closeness

of God (Angelus address, Dec. 29, 2013).

The Gospel tells us, When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions
of the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own

town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him . The Holy Family
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph can help us, guide us, give us
strength, and remind us that God has a plan for our lives. He
asks us to conform our hearts and minds to him and what he
wills for us. When we do, the road may still be filled with
difficulties, but we are able to meet them with trust and
confidence that God is an integral part of our family, helping

us face whatever comes our way, that we, too, may become
strong, filled with wisdom |, and have the favor of God upon us.

Blessings upon your week, Christmas Season, and New Year!!
Stay safe!!

-Father Smith

Innocents is the Biblical
narrative of infanticide by
Herod the Great, the Roman
-appointed King of the Jews.
According to the Gospel of
Matthew, Herod ordered the
execution of all young male
children in the vicinity of
Bethlehem, so as to avoid
the loss of this throne to a newborn
King of the Jews whose birth had been
announced to him by the Magi.

In typical Matthean style, this
‘| massacre is understood as the fulfill-
ment of the Old Testament prophecy:

THE WEEK

: . 0Then was ul filled
children; a mo denhfbigh J@rémrarhh@ frobhbty h
saying, O6A voice is heard in Ramah, m
weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because her chil-
dren are no moredo

(Jeremiah 31:15).

Saint Thomas Becket, bishop and martyr
(December 29):  Saint Thomas Becket, who lived
from 21 December c. 1118 or 1120, to 29 December
1170, was Archbishop of Canterbury from 1162 until
hislmtlrrdpr inW1g0. Heis geneatedlad aeadht and o i
martyr by both the Catholic Church and the Anglican
Communion.

He engaged in conflict with King Henry Il of Eng-
land over the rights and privileges of the Church and
was murdered by followers of the king in Canterbury
Cathedral. Soon after his death, he was canonized by
Pope Alexander Ill. The story of Becket is perhaps best accessed through
the 20 t century play Murder in the Cathedral , by T. S. Eliot.

Saint Sylvester I, pope (December 31):

- A

" POPE'ST

Saint Sylvester | who died on
December 31, 335, whose name is
also spelled Silvester, was pope from
January 31, 314, to his death. He
succeeded Pope Miltiades. He filled
the See of Rome at an important era
in the history of the Catholic
Church, yet very little is known of
him.

SYLEVESTER

Decemiber S/t

The accounts of his papacy
preserved in the Liber Pontificalis (seventh or eighth century) contain
little more than a record of the gifts said to have been conferred on the
Church by Constantine I, but it does say that he was the son of a Roman
named Rufinus.

During his pontificate, the great churches founded at Rome by
Constantine, e.g., the Basilica of Saint John Lateran, Santa Croce in

Gerusal emme, Ol d Saint Peterds Basili.i

churches, were built over the graves of martyrs.

Sylvester did not attend the First Council of Nicea in 325, but he
was represented by two legates, Vitus and Vincentius, and he
deci sions.

approved the council 6s
Saint Basil the Great and Saint Greg-
ory Nazianzen, bishops and Doctors
of the Church (January 2): Saint Basil
the Great died on 1 January 379. He
was a hermit who became bishop of
Caesarea in Cappadocia. He was noted
for his learning. He was a foe of
Arianism, wrote a rule on monasticism,
and is the source of Eucharistic Prayer
IV. Along with Saints Gregory Nazian-
zen, Athanasius, and John Chrysostom, Basil is considered one of the
four great doctors of the Eastern Church.

Saint Gregory Nazianzen who died on 25 January 389 or 390, was
Patriarch of Constantinople. Saint Gregory was noted for his knowledge
of sacred Scripture and is called theologus for his outstanding teaching
abilities and eloquence.

All you Holy Men and Women, Saints of God, pray for us.
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Christmas Wlemorial Poinsettias

I N HONOR OF

Grandma Lewandowski, given by Ryan Lewandowski
Grandma Balich, given by Ryan Lewandowski
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The Soebbing Family, given by John & Rebecca Soebbing
Molly Fox, given by Jo Wingbermuehle
Lilly Fox, given by Jo Wingbermuehle
Natalie Fox, given by Jo Wingbermuehle
Goldie Wingbermuehle, given by Jo Wingbermuehle
Danielle Fox, given by Jo Wingbermuehle
Eric & Kristen Weaver, given by Mark & Karen Weaver
Helen Miller, given by Rick & Suz Samson
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Ruth Slenczynska, given by Daniel Vizer
Betty Wakefield, given by Todd & Krista Niemietz
Bob & Mary Ellen Niemietz, given by Todd and Krista Niemietz
Aurea Niemietz, given by Todd and Krista Niemietz
Nancy Deborah Linn, given by Robert and Christine Kremer
The Kyle & Maria Lang Family, given by Robert & Christine Kremer
The Joshua & Faith Kremer Family, given by Robert & Christine Kremer
Dawn Dankenbring, given by Scott & Terri Dankenbring
Michael Schmidt, given by Scot & Terri Dankenbring
Diane Miller & Family, given by Albert & Cheryl Pelate
Dustin & Jessica Pelate, given by Albert & Cheryl Pelate
Derek & Kala Pelate, given by Albert & Cheryl Pelate
The Smith & Walsh Families, given by Albert & Cheryl Pelate
The Potts & Halbauer Children, given by The Potts Family
The Hrad Family, given by Rebecca Hrad
Joan Grimes, given by the Hoffmeister Family
Hannah Homan, given by Jeffrey Homan
Melvin & Teresita Doerhoff
Kathy Paulsen

I' N MEMORY% OF

Marjorie Ford, given by Sabrina Conard
Scott Anello, given by Sabrina Conard
Ms. Alice, given by Sabrina Conard
Floyd Conard, given by Sabrina Conard
Corrine Schneiderjon, given by Sabrina Conard
James W. Gentry, given by Neil & Veronica Putz
Josepha Putz, given by Neil & Veronica Putz
Louis Anton Putz, given by Neil & Veronica Putz
Jean Kathryn Putz, given by Neil & Veronica Putz
Juana Gomez Reyes, given by Neil & Veronica Putz
Joseph O. Vizer, given by Daniel Vizer
RoseMarie Vizer, given by Daniel Vizer
Donald & Ortanza MacDonald, given by Daniel Vizer
George Hickenlooper, given by Daniel Vizer
David L. Welborn, given by the Welborn Family
Betty Bremer, given by the Welborn Family
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Anthony Monterusso, given by John Bachmann
Suzanne Drinen, given by the Michael Drinen Family
Jesse & Verna Drinen, given by the Michael Drinen Family
Sonny & Betty Becker, given by the Michael Drinen Family
Kenneth, Marcella, & Debbie Weber, given by Ronald & Evelyn Weber
Mart & Clara Feldhake, given by Ronald & Evelyn Weber
The Bathe Family, given by Joe & Cathy Welby
The Niemeyer Family, given by Joe & Cathy Welby
Margaret Blackketter, given by Mike & Pat Lexow
Don Lexow, given by Mike & Pat Lexow
Taylor Pile, given by Mike & Pat Lexow
Sister Mary Anton, given by Mike & Pat Lexow
Thomas J. Ruoff, given by Mary Ruoff
Raymond D. Engelmeyer, given by Mary Ruoff



