1st Wednesday Easter 2003
Acts 3:1-10
Peter and John were going up to the temple area
for the three o'clock hour of prayer.
And a man crippled from birth was carried
and placed at the gate of the temple called "the Beautiful Gate" every
day
to beg for alms from the people who entered the temple.
When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple,
he asked for alms.
But Peter looked intently at him, as did John,
and said, "Look at us."
He paid attention to them, expecting to receive something from them.
Peter said, "I have neither silver nor gold,
but what I do have I give you:
in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazorean, rise and walk."
Then Peter took him by the right hand and raised him up,
and immediately his feet and ankles grew strong.
He leaped up, stood, and walked around,
and went into the temple with them,
walking and jumping and praising God.
When all the people saw him walking and praising God,
they recognized him as the one
who used to sit begging at the Beautiful Gate of the temple,
and they were filled with amazement and astonishment
at what had happened to him.
Lk 24:13-35
That very day, the first day of the week,
two of Jesus' disciples were going
to a village seven miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus,
and they were conversing about all the things that had
occurred.
And it happened that while they were conversing and debating,
Jesus himself drew near and walked with them,
but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him.
He asked them,
"What are you discussing as you walk along?"
They stopped, looking downcast.
One of them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply,
"Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem
who does not know of the things
that have taken place there in these days?"
And he replied to them, "What sort of things?"
They said to him,
"The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene,
who was a prophet mighty in deed and word
before God and all the people,
how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over
to a sentence of death and crucified him.
But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel;
and besides all this,
it is now the third day since this took place.
Some women from our group, however, have astounded us:
they were at the tomb early in the morning
and did not find his Body;
they came back and reported
that they had indeed seen a vision of angels
who announced that he was alive.
Then some of those with us went to the tomb
and found things just as the women had described,
but him they did not see."
And he said to them, "Oh, how foolish you are!
How slow of heart to believe all that the prophets spoke!
Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things
and enter into his glory?"
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,
he interpreted to them what referred to him
in all the Scriptures.
As they approached the village to which they were going,
he gave the impression that he was going on farther.
But they urged him, "Stay with us,
for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over."
So he went in to stay with them.
And it happened that, while he was with them at table,
he took bread, said the blessing,
broke it, and gave it to them.
With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him,

but he vanished from their sight.
Then they said to each other,
"Were not our hearts burning within us
while he spoke to us on the way and opened the Scriptures to
us?"
So they set out at once and returned to Jerusalem
where they found gathered together
the Eleven and those with them who were saying,
"The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to Simon!"
Then the two recounted what had taken place on the way
and how he was made known to them in the breaking of the
bread.

Acts records this first healing since the
resurrection. Peter and John are together
as they often are. The power of the name
Jesus brings about this transformation in the
lame man. It is an echo of Jesus’ healings
when he walked this earth. It tells us that
Jesus is still alive, with us.
We are Peter and John. We are Jesus’
disciples commissioned to serve and heal.
To Jews of that time, the healing of a cripple
would have been understood as one of the
signs of the last days. Although we can not
number the last days, we know that Jesus’
return may be imminent.
I would also like to leave you with the
thought that this healing was not asked for.
There is no mention of prior repentance or
statement of faith. Remember this the next
time when you are put in the position of
being able to provide forgiveness and
healing to someone who has not asked for
it.
The road to Emmaus also talks about
transformation. The two disciples had just
gone through a roller-coaster of emotions.
They had high hopes that were dashed to
pieces on Calvary, only now to hear
incredible stories about the empty tomb.
They are led to understanding through
Jesus’ recounting of relevant scripture. But
they did not really see Jesus until the
breaking of the bread. Then they
experienced the risen Lord.
This passage contains a discussion
narrative and a meal narrative, a mirror of
our Eucharistic gathering of a dialogue and
a meal.
May we experience our transformation, the
experience of communion, the present
Christ, every time we come to His table.

