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The Joy of Tradition Award has been established at the Basilica of Saints
Peter and Paul to recognize members of our parish community who have
demonstrated by their life and participation in our parish the joy that our
Catholic faith brings. It is a testimony to their exemplary service to
various aspects of our faith, and for their enthusiasm in promoting the
sacred traditions in liturgy, ministry, and service to our parish.

Amy Long
Amy Long was baptized and married at the Basilica and has been an active member of our parish since 2010,
with her husband Robert and her sons, Cooper and Cade. Amy is the ideal example of
one who serves with a “happy heart” and sets a great model for all of us to learn
from. She always serves joyfully with a smile and is an excellent trainer, mentor,
worker, and partner in any position she serves in. Amy serves the Basilica as an
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion and Sacristan, and she accepted the call
to coordinate all EMHC and Sacristans including recruitment, training and
scheduling. She is eager to learn and improve our practices to support a reverent
offering of the Mass. Some challenges of coordinating our EMHC and sacristans Amy
has handled include: Masses in Varallo Parish Hall during two renovations; the
institution of an altar rail; providing for those with gluten allergies; adjusting for a
varying number of clergy present at each Mass; and instituting health and safety
procedures given by the Bishop. Amy always cheerfully adapts and helps her teams
conform to our changing needs. Recently when we started offering the Extraordinary
Form of the Mass every Sunday, she was happy to learn the requirements to train Sacristans on how to set the
altar for this traditional form of the Mass. Amy exemplifies the Joy of Tradition that we hope to live at the
Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul, and for this reason she has been chosen one of the 2020 recipients of this award.

Wily Velasquez
Wily Velasquez is originally from San Marcos, San Miguel, Ixtaguacan from the
village of El Triunfo, Guatemala. He and his wife Maritza have lived in
Chattanooga for 14 years, with their two children Anyuly and Daniel. He
coordinates several Hispanic ministries in our parish: the St. Andrew School of
Evangelization, the lectors, and the ushers. Wily is also an active member of our
Knights of Columbus Council 610. Every First Friday, he prepares the altar for the
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and stays all night to worship and care for
the areas of the church. When help is needed for cleaning, he is always the first
one to come help. He opens our doors to visitors with a smile and is often the last
volunteer to lock up the church at the close of our special events. Wily has been
chosen this year to receive the Joy of Tradition Award for being an example of
joyful spirituality and steadfast commitment for our Saints Peter and Paul community.
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