Parent Teaching Pages
April 18, 2021 • 3rd Sunday of Easter
Sunday Readings: Acts 3:13–15, 17–19;
1 John 2:1–5a; Luke 24:35–48

Sunday Gospel Background
In Sunday’s Gospel, the Risen Jesus appears to his friends on Easter evening with a message of peace and
forgiveness. They have spent the day in fear and confusion and at first they think he is a ghost. It’s a sign of Jesus’ great tenderness
for his friends that he wishes them peace. Jesus eats food and lets them touch him, which helps them believe he is really there. We,
too, believe in Jesus’ Real Presence; that he is really with us in Holy Communion. Talk with your child about the Sign of Peace we
share at Mass. Help your child understand that we are wishing our neighbors friendship and Christ’s peace.

Share Experiences
Check off the boxes as you complete each part of the lesson.

Pray together “Jesus, help us to be loving and kind to one another. Help us to be peacemakers. We love you. Thank you
for loving us. Amen. Alleluia.”
Story l Grandpa Snowbird A coloring page to accompany this story is available at gospelweeklies.com/lessonupdates. Give your child a sheet of drawing paper and crayons. As you tell the following story, read the instructions for your
child to illustrate it.
Grandpa was Cooper’s best friend. Grandpa lived down
the block, so Cooper saw him every day. Grandpa didn’t like
cold and snow, so he went to Arizona every winter. Grandpa’s
Arizona friends called him a snowbird because he only visited
them in the winter. One day, Grandpa called Cooper’s house.
“Grandpa, I miss you. When are you coming home?” Cooper
asked. Grandpa answered, “Look for me when the tulips
bloom.” When Cooper hung up the phone, he asked his mom,
“When will the tulips bloom?”
“First, the birds have to come back to their house outside
the window,” Mom answered. Every day, Cooper looked out
the window. He watched the snowdrift get smaller, and
brown earth begin to show. (Draw some brown dirt at the
bottom of the page.) A few days later when Cooper looked out
the window at the brown dirt, he saw three little green stems
pushing up through the dirt. (Draw three small green stems
coming out of the dirt.)

Cooper kept looking out the window. He noticed buds
getting fat on the trees and two birds building a nest in the
birdhouse. He went outside to look at the green stems. They
were very tall now. (Make the little stems taller.) The weather
got warmer. Cooper began wearing his spring jacket. One
day, he noticed the tall green stems had leaves on them, one
on each side. (Draw two leaves on each stem.) Two nights
later, Mom’s phone rang just as Cooper was going to bed.
Cooper fell asleep before he could ask who it was. The next
day, Cooper got up and looked out the window. There were
beautiful red and yellow tulips on the green stems! (Draw
the three tulips in whatever color you choose.) Cooper ran to
tell his mom. He heard a big laugh coming from the kitchen.
There was Grandpa, standing by the stove. Grandpa lifted
Cooper up in his arms. “I said I would come back when the
tulips bloomed, and I did.”

Ask: Can you remember a time you waited for someone? What feelings did you have? What helped make the waiting go faster?
Feelings Word Search (page 1) Have your child find the hidden words in the words search. Save the second part
of the activity for later.

Unit 4: We Remember Jesus’ Death and Resurrection
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Lesson Theme: Jesus brings us peace.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Sunday Gospel l Jesus Brings Us Peace Ask: How did Cooper feel when Grandpa was
away? How did he feel when Grandpa came home? Invite your child to think about how Jesus’ friends feel in the Gospel:
After Jesus had died, his friends were afraid they might be
killed like Jesus. They locked themselves in a room and closed
the shutters on the windows. Then two of Jesus’ friends came
and told how they had met Jesus on the road. They didn’t
know the man they met was Jesus until he broke the bread
like he did at the Last Supper.
Jesus’ friends were talking about this when, suddenly,
Jesus was there with them. He said: “Peace be with you. Why

are you so frightened? Why do you doubt? Look at my hands
and my feet and see who I am! Touch me and find out for
yourselves that it is I.” Jesus asked for something to eat. They
gave him a piece of baked fish, and he ate it.
Then Jesus told them: “All the people in the world must be
told to turn to God to be forgiven. So beginning in Jerusalem,
you must tell everything that has happened.”

Ask: How did Jesus’ friends feel at the beginning of the Gospel? How did they feel when Jesus arrived? How were Jesus’ friends like
Cooper?
Word of the Week l Holy Communion (page 4) Find the term Holy Communion. Share this definition:
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.
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WHAT THE CHURCH BELIEVES AND TEACHES HANDBOOK

Open the What the Church Believes and Teaches handbook to page 12. Read the page title aloud, then ask:
Who are God’s people? Jump down to the final sentence under “God made another promise.” Read the
sentence aloud, then continue with “The People of God Today.” Help your child connect the terms Church and
God’s family to the People of God. Explain that God works through the Church to help us learn to follow Jesus.
Once you have completed this section of the lesson, close the handbook and return to Promise, page 3.

Live the Gospel
Activity l Who can bring peace? (page 3) If needed, help your child cut the strip with people (priest,
woman, girl, man, and Jesus) on page 3. After your child places each person by the pictures, point out that each of us can help
bring peace too. Now go back to page 1. Read the second part of the directions and give your child time to find the hidden
message. Answer: Jesus brings us the peace of God. We can bring peace to one another!
Activity l My Peace Banner (page 2) Invite your child to color the hidden message. Then cut out the banner,
punch a hole at the top, pull some yarn through, and tie a knot leaving a long loop. Hang the banner on a straw or stick and
secure with tape if needed.
Closing Prayer l Jesus calls us to make peace. (page 4) Invite your child to wave the peace
banner as you read the prayer on page 4 together.

Parent Resources
For weekly videos, assessments, and more, scan this code or go to pflaumweeklies.com/family
Visit www.usccb.org/bible/readings to read this Sunday’s Scripture

