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  As we draw closer 
to Pentecost we celebrate 
the Ascension. 
 

 It is a Solemnity of 
hope, and when we pray 
the 2nd Glorious Mystery 
of the Rosary with Our Lady of Hope, this is 
often the intention associated with the mys-
tery.  Earlier in the Easter Season we wit-
nessed the discouragement of the disciples on 
the road to Emmaus before encountering our 
Risen Lord. 
 

 Many who were filled with discourage-
ment had it replaced with profound and lasting 
hope as they encountered the Risen Lord.  
“He presented himself alive to them by 
many proofs after he had suffered, appear-
ing to them during forty days and speaking 
about the kingdom of God.  While meeting 
with them, he enjoined them not to depart 
from Jerusalem, but to wait for ‘the prom-
ise of the Father about which you heard; 
for John baptized with water, but in a few 
days you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit” (Acts 1:3-5).  We need hope and hun-
ger for the Holy Spirit that gives us life and 
unites us in love and faith.  In these difficult 
times, with perseverance in prayer, may Jesus 
call us to deeper hope.  Perhaps meditating on 
the 2nd Glorious Mystery with Mary in a more 
attentive way this week will nurture that faith 
and hope     

  In Christ, son of Mary,  
       

       Fr. Russell 

From the desk of 
 

         Fr. Russell 

Office 
302 Fisk Avenue  ·  DeKalb, IL 60115 
Phone:  815.758.5432 
Fax:  815.758.2487 / Website:  stmarydekalb.org 
  

Office Hours 

Monday thru Thursday:  9:00 AM - Noon & 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

Friday:  Closed 
  

Liturgies 

Saturday Vigil Mass:  4:30 PM in English  

Sunday Masses:  8:30 AM & 10:30 AM in English 

Spanish Mass:  Sunday 4:00 PM 

Vietnamese Mass:  2nd Sunday 1:30 PM 

Weekday Masses:  Mon.-Fri. 7 AM and 

Sat. 8 AM in English 

Vigil/Holy Day Masses:  See page 5 

Area Care Facilities:  See page 5 for 

dates & Mass times 

Reconciliation:   

   English:  Tue, Thu, Fri. 7:35-8:00 AM  

                   & Sat.8:35-9:15 AM & 3:30-4:15 PM   

   Spanish:  Tue. 6:00-8:30 PM 
  

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor:  Rev. Dean Russell, 815.758.5432 
 frrussell@stmarydekalb.org 
Principal:  Ashley Davis, 815.756.7905 
Cemetery:  815.758-5432 
Director of Music:  Joe Harmon, ext. 106 
Choir Director:  Caleb Gray 
Director of Religious Education:  Annalisa McMaster, ext. 110 
  

Support Staff 
Business Manager:  Jim Glemkowski, ext. 102 
Financial Assistant:  Jill Voight, ext. 105 
Parish Secretary:  Linda Jackiw, ext.103 
Ministry Secretary:  Mona O'Bryan, ext. 107 
Receptionist:  Carrie Anderson, ext. 100 
  

Contact Information 
Parish Office:  302 Fisk Avenue - 815.758.5432 

Faith Formation / Rel. Ed. / Youth Ministry:  815.758.5432 

School:  210 Gurler Road - 815.756.7905 

E-mail:  mail@stmarydekalb.org 

Website:  stmarydekalb.org 
  

Hispanic Ministry  

Rev. Darwin Flores, 815.758.1377 

Hispanic Secretary:  Susana Garcia, ext. 113 
  

Vietnamese Ministry 

Rev. Anthony Vu Khac Long, 815.312.9661  
  

Bulletin Deadline  

Monday - 8:00 AM  (FOR CONSIDERATION) 

For the latest, up-to-date information about 
our parish, please “Like” our facebook page! 

You can find it at                 
www.facebook.com/StMarydeKalbIl/ 

or check out our website:                             
http://stmarydekalb.org 
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Readings for the Week of May 24, 2020  

Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3,       
 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20                    
     7th Sunday of Easter: Acts 1:12-14/  
 Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8 [13]/1 Pt 4:13-16/          
 Jn 17:1-11a                                                  
Monday: Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd,      
 6-7ab [33a]/Jn 16:29-33                                 
Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21 
 [33a]/Jn 17:1-11a                                    
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30,         
 33-35a, 35bc-36ab [33a]/Jn 17:11b-19           
Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 
 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Jn 17:20-26                     
Friday: Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12,     
 19-20ab [19a]/Jn 21:15-19                                  
Saturday: Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/      
 Ps 11:4, 5 and 7 [cf. 7b]/Jn 21:20-25                
Next Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 
 16-20b or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/          
 Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30         
 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39                                                          
               Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9/      
 Ps 33:10-11, 12-13, 14-15/Ex 19:3-8a, 
 16-20b/Dn 3:52, 53, 55, 56 [52b] or        
 Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Ez 37:1-14/                
 Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [1]/Jl 3:1-5/      
 Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30        
 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39.                   
               Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 
 29-30, 31, 34 [cf. 30]/1 Cor 12:3b-7,    
 12-13/Jn 20:19-23              
       ©Liturgical Publications, Inc.

  

 

2019-2020 Lancer Raffle Ticket Winners  
 

05/18 - Isaias Ruiz- $20.00  

05/19 - Lindsay K. Harmon - $20.00  

05/20 - Mark Limbach - $20.00  

05/21 - Jen Jaeger - $20.00  

05/22 - Eric Clark - $20.00  

05/23 - James Komes - $20.00  Donated Back!  

05/24 - Tom Duffy, Sr. - $30.00  
 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING ST MARY SCHOOL 

www.stmarydekalb.org 

Our Weekly Offering Week Ending 05/08/2020  

Sunday Offertory $ 15,609.00 
Donations $      100.00 
Guardian Angel  $        35.00 
School $      145.00 
Capital Improvements $        30.00 
Easter $      295.00 
Holy Thursday $        20.00 
Palm Sunday $        40.00 
Good Friday $        50.00 
Cemetery $      350.00 
Diocesan Appeal $      400.00 
International Appeal $        60.00 
  

   Thank You for Your Contributions!  

46TH WEEK OF FISCAL YEAR 2019 - 2020 

Thank you for your continued support of St. Mary 
Church through your advertisement in our bulletin. 

Our Weekly Offering Week Ending 05/15/2020  

Sunday Offertory $ 10,343.93 
Guardian Angel  $        10.00 
School $      140.00 
Religious Education Support $      120.00 
Capital Improvements $        10.00 
Easter $        60.00 
Palm Sunday $        35.00 
Holy Thursday $          5.00 
Good Friday $          5.00 
Cemetery $      160.00 
International Appeal $        20.00 
National Appeal $        50.00 
  

   Thank You for Your Contributions!  

47TH WEEK OF FISCAL YEAR 2019 - 2020 
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Stewardship 
Jesus ascended into Heaven, blessing His disciples and 
promising that they would soon receive the power of the 

Holy Spirit. We who have received that promised gift of the 
Holy Spirit are now empowered to be His witnesses to the 
ends of the earth - to use our time and talents to spread 

the good news of salvation. 

“Everyone is in need of reassurance, and if we, who have 
touched ‘the Word of Life” (1 Jn 1:1) do not give it, who will? 

How beautiful it is to be Christians who offer      
consolation, who bear the burdens of others and 
who offer encouragement: messengers of life in a 
time of death.” 
 

Pope Francis, 2020 Easter Vigil Homily 
   ©2020 Libreria Editricea Vaticana. 

                    Used with permission. All rights reserved 

Today as we celebrate the feast of the Ascension     
we are reminded that Christ’s saving work on earth 

continues through His disciples … and now       
through us. 

Is there a family you know who needs assistance? 
Please call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that together 

we can bring peace to those who are hungry. 

Diocesan Ministries funded by the Diocesan Appeal 
 

• St. Elizabeth Center  

• Catholic Charities  

• Training Catechists for School and Religious Education 

• Certification of Directors and Coordinators of Religious     
Education Programs 

• Youth Ministry 

• Diocesan Lay Ministry Formation 

• Diocesan Theological Institute 

• Life and Family Evangelization (LiFE) Office  

• Bishop Lane Retreats 

• Ministry Day  

• Hispanic Ministry 

• Seminarian Education 

• Retired Diaconate Program 

• Retired Priests Pension Plan 

• Clergy Development 

Question: Why do we kneel at Mass?  

Answer: Since the beginnings of the Church, 
kneeling has been a key posture of prayer. We 
see Sts. Peter and Paul in the Acts of the        
Apostles kneeling in prayer. Early in the 4th 
century, the Council of Nicea prohibited    
kneeling on Sundays and special feasts.          
Kneeling began more as a posture of penance 
for our sins, but in the history of the Church,      
it has become more a posture or reverence and 
solemn prayer. You will notice that the times 
we kneel at Mass are tied to the consecration 
of the Holy Eucharist. We kneel in both antici-
pation of what will occur and then in awe of 
what has taken place: Jesus Christ becomes 
truly present to us under the guise of bread 
and wine. The profoundness of this event has 
over time led the Church to mandate in the 
current General Instruction of the Roman  
Missal that kneeling is the only posture al-
lowed during this time. The sheer awesome-
ness of the Holy Eucharist leads us to fall to 
our knees in wonder and thanksgiving. 



  
  

 

St. Mary Parish’s tithe                             
for the month of April of $781.33            

will be donated to:  

GUARDIAN ANGEL FUND 

Parish 
 Monthly 

Tithe 
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What does faith and religion do for us? Ultimately, 
they remind us of some truths we conveniently     
forget: we are created by a loving God, we have im-
perfections, we sin, we need to be forgiven, we have 
a mission and a purpose, it’s not just about us, and 
we hunger for the joy of salvation. These are human 
truths that are not dependent upon whether we like 
them. Ignoring them places us on the paths of com-
fort and satisfaction as we blindly pursue the busy-
ness and superficiality of our empty lives. Instead of 
pursuing supernatural and lasting pleasure, we 
choose things that are easier and quicker to obtain: 
travel, houses, cars, fame, popularity, self-
achievement and satisfaction, physical enjoyment, 
and the like. We may also find ourselves falling   
victim to more negative responses to what life 
brings us: anger, envy, lust, pride, gluttony, greed, 
and apathy. Human hearts can become so hardened 
to the truth that violence becomes the response of 
first choice. Being a Christian is hard! Yet, as Pope 
Francis reminds us, the Church needs to be a field 
hospital that has to be prepared to provide people 
with the remedy they need. What we need is Jesus 
Christ. The Church, with all of the glory of the    
sacraments, exists to help make Christ present and 
real for us. Once we find Christ, we find joy. Joy is 
a matter of the heart that is beyond pleasure and 
happiness. It is not found in some earthly satisfac-
tion, only in Christ. Once we accept that we are   
destined to be in Christ, then we will discover eter-
nal life. Namely, “that they should know you, the 
only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus 
Christ.” It is easy to conveniently forget truth and 
pursue illusions immediately within our grasp, but at 
what price? Do we see a value in persevering in our 
faith regardless of the cost? If we don’t take the risk, 
we could lose more than we know.  

Councils and Committees 
Pastoral Council 
 Kevin Fuss, Chairperson 815-758-5432 ext. 100 
 Ging Smith                815-756-2177 

Ana Vargas Witthoff             815-787-0285 
Barbara Halverson               815-756-9453 
Matt Fleming 

Finance Council 
                815-758-5432 ext. 104 

Buildings & Grounds Committee 
                                              815-758-5432 ext. 102 
 Cemetery Committee 
 Thomas Specht 815-758-5432 ext. 102 
 Funeral Committee 
                    815-758-5432 ext. 100 
 Ministry of Care 
    Rick Fleming                          815-758-5432 ext. 100 
 Respect Life Committee 
                  815-758-5432 ext. 100 
 St. Vincent de Paul Society 
    Donna Brown                         815-200-4730  
     Learn more at www.SVDPdeKalb.org 
School Committee 
 Greg Kubitz, Chairperson     815-756-7905 
 Stewardship Commission 
                                              815-758-5432 ext. 102 

Meals on Wheels:  Road Crew 
 For many years,          
St. Mary has supplied the 
“road crew” for Meals on 
Wheels during the days of        
June for the DeKalb routes.  It 
is a 3 route service.  It would 
be a disappointment if we were 
not able to serve where needed.  We are called to 
serve the hungry.   
 This ministry takes about 1 ½ hr. to complete. 
We arrive at the Voluntary Action Center at 10:30, 
and are usually done by noonish…  As one can see, 
we need 60+ routes covered.  It is a ministry of great 
joy, not only for the receiver, but for the delivery         
person!  Such a simple way to serve God and man… 
 If available for a shift (M-F), in DeKalb, or       
if you have questions, please call Chris Hacker at          
815.758-5625.  Leave a message if necessary, and I 
will get back with you, I promise!  Please pray for 
this ministry, and for those who receive our service.   

Welcome 
 

Caroline Dress 
Szollos Sebastian 

 

Mark Rice 
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“And behold, I am with you always, until the end of 
the age.” Trust in the Lord that the Covid-19 

pandemic will soon end. Take the stresses away by 
joining us on the upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Weekend on June 26-28 in Rockford, IL; Sept. 11-13 in Geneva, 
IL. or Oct. 16-18 in Brookfield, WI. Visit our website at: 

alifetimeoflove.org or call (888) 574-5653.  
  

Para un fin de semana en espanol por favor llamen                          
a Candelario y Emilia al 815-375-4250.  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Rockford/Madison/Milwaukee Ministry 

Monday, May 25 (St. Bede the Venerable) 

 9:00 AM  † Poor Souls  

Tuesday, May 26 (St. Philip Neri)  

 7:00 AM  † Poor Souls  

Wednesday, May 27 (St. Augustine of Canterbury)  

 7:00 AM  † Poor Souls  

Thursday, May 28 (Easter Weekday)  

   7:00 AM  † Poor Souls  

Friday, May 29 (Easter Weekday) 

 7:00 AM † Mae & Sanford Challand  

 Saturday, May 30 (Easter Weekday) 

              8:00 AM  † Poor Souls  

              4:30 PM  † Carol Drasler  

Pentecost Sunday) 

 8:30 AM  † Sylvia Kowalski  

 10:30 AM  Living & Deceased Members of St. Mary 

  4:00 PM  † Poor Souls (Spanish Mass) 

** Due to the suspension of public Masses by Bishop Malloy, 
private Masses for your intentions are still being said. 

REGULAR CONFESSION HOURS ARE 
POSTPONED DURING THE                
‘STAY-AT-HOME’ ORDER. 

  

POPE FRANCIS SPOKE ABOUT HOW, IF 
WE GO TO GOD SINCERELY ASKING 
FOR FORGIVENESS AND INTENDING 
TO GO TO CONFESSION WHEN IT IS          

AVAILABLE, GRACE WILL                    
ACCOMPANY US IMMEDIATELY.  

  

STAY HEALTHY AND GOD BLESS.  

The power of prayer  We pray for St. Mary parishioners, relatives, 
and friends who are suffering from illness, also for those who are 
homebound, hospitalized, or confined to a care facility, especially: 

Giana Anderson, Matt Anderson, Jackie Balon, Lori Baert,               
Pat Beck, Patricia Budzinski, Christine Burtzos, Dale Byers, Mary 
Clarbour, Margaret Cobb, Debbie Coffland, Ben Coniglio, Donna 

Dalwam, Joe Diedrich, Horst Erker, Yale Factor, Bobbie Fitch, Beth 
Fixmer, Missy Flores, Fr. Karl Ganss, Justin French, Judi Glover,                

Rita Hammett, Eric Hanson, Kathleen Hiatt, Ruth Higgins,             
Peggy Hoyt, Ana Jackiw, Col. Thomas Z. James, William Joiner, 

Julie Jones, Joan Judkins, Patsy Kelahan, Alan Kissane,                  
Rev. Richard Kramer, Tom Krupp, Carolyn Kustron,                      
Nadia Lachowski, Ginger Lange, Henrietta Lobner,                        

Brayden MacNeille, Timothy McMillan, Mary Lou Murphy,         
Louis Mustari, Dave Myers, Mary O’Brien, Tom O’Brien,               
Orlando Moises Pulido, Carol Reed, Joshua Reynolds, Jr.,                

Joel Rivera, Jeff Salazar, Marlene Salazar, Richard Salazar,          
Steve Stach, Jim Theisen, Leah Theisen, Ray Theisen, Justin Valdez, 

Jerry Vasko, Abel Viland, Robert White, David Young  

If you know of a person in our parish who is homebound and    
would like to receive a card of encouragement, or to have a name 
added to or removed from the prayer list, call the parish office at 

815.758.5432. 

St. Camillus  Lellis 
Feast Day - July 14 
 

He was born in 1550, in a small 
town of the Kingdom of Naples. A 
large man over six feet, six inches 
tall, he had an active adventurous 
disposition. At the age of seven-
teen, he left home to go to war with 
the Venetians against the Turks, 
but he contracted a painful disease 
in his leg which left him hospital-
ized at the San Giacomo Hospital 
in Rome. He was an annoying patient, whom the hospital 
quickly dismissed. He was also a compulsive gambler, even-
tually losing all he had. Down on his luck, he began work in 
a Capuchin monastery at Manfredonia. One day, impressed 
by the words of advice someone spoke to him, he began to 
change. In 1576, he decided to serve the sick and returned to 
the hospital of San Giacomo in Rome, where he had been a 
patient. His devotion and ability eventually won him the po-
sition as hospital superintendent. Aware of the deplorable 
conditions in the hospitals of his time and the large number 
of unqualified personnel caring for the sick, he gathered 
companions to devote themselves to his task. Through the 
intercession of his confessor, St . Philip Neri, he was or-
dained a priest in 1584. He founded a new religious com-
munity, the Ministers of the sick, or the Camellians, 
which ministered to victims of the plague, staffed hospi-
tals, and nursed soldiers wounded in battle. Members of 
the Order devoted themselves to victims of the Bubonic 
plague and attended the plague-stricken aboard ships in 
Rome’s harbor and in Rome. When his companions ac-
companied troops fighting in Hungary and Croatia between 
1595 and 1601, they became the first medical field unit. He 
and his followers founded a new house in Naples in 1588, 
and Pope Gregory XIV officially recognized the congrega-
tion in 1591. Despite multiple illnesses he suffered as he 
grew older, he continued to nurse the sick himself, comfort-
ing those who suffered, and preparing the dying for their last 
journey. He resigned as superior of his order in 1607 and 
died in Rome on July 14, 1614. He was canonized in 1746 
and was declared patron of the sick, with St. John of God,     
by Pope Leo XIII, and the patron of nurses and nursing     
associations by Pope Pius XI.   
 


