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Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B 
 The Gospel for today, Mark 7: 31-37, tells us that Jesus healed a deaf man who had a speech impediment.  This 
act of love from Jesus was the cause of joy for the people who were there.  It can be the cause of hope for all of us too.   
We are wounded people inwardly and outwardly.  The cause of pain and wound can be from others and from each of us 
individually who commit a wrongful act with or without intention. 
 We are wounded and suffer: 
 When our family broke down.  When there no longer exist love and care between husband and wife.  When 
children are in conflict with parents, or when children do not receive the love they need.  When we are rejected by our 
loved ones.   
 Moreover, others cause of wound and suffering can be sickness, loss of a loved one, a bad experience in life, or 
inabilities to overcome oneself. 
 In todayôs Gospel, we hear Jesus used the word Ephphatha.   It is an Aramaic word which means ñto be opened.ò  
ñTo be openedò in English also means ñto be ready, prepared, receptive, approachable, accessible, amenable, willing, 
transformed, challenged, flexible, alive, active, non-judgmental, courageous, and ñbe strong, fear not.ò   
In the context of this biblical story, Ephphatha means to be opened, to be healed from all infirmaries of body and soul, to 
be restored the dignity, to be alive, to be reconnected and welcomed back into the community of faith. 
We believe that Jesus has power not only to heal physical impediments but also to restore our spiritual wellbeing.  The 
requirements for such healing are the willingness, readiness, openness, receptiveness and courage of the receiver.   
May God help us! 

           Fr. Phi Nguyen 

From the Pastorôs Desk 
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PARISH COUNSELING PROGRAM 
 
Our Parish Counseling Program provides 
confidential, nurturing and goal-oriented support for 
parishioners whoôve experienced depression, anxiety, 
grief or other challenges. Counseling can be helpful 
when you: 
 
- feel more sad or anxious than you want to feel  
- have lost a job or struggle with problems at work  
- experience difficult feelings because of COVID-19 
- have challenges with relationships  
- have experienced the loss of someone close  
- have trouble adjusting to change or transition  
- desire a closer relationship with your spouse or 
partner  
- want to bring a new sense of purpose and meaning to 
your life 
 

Counseling services are provided by Mike McCauley, 
MA, LPC, who is a Licensed Professional Counselor 
and a psychotherapy resident at Claret Center. For 
more information, or to schedule an appointment, 
please contact Mike at 773-234-4640 or 
mikemccauley.claret@gmail.com. You can also visit 
Mikeôs Web Profile at this link. 
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HARVEST FESTIVAL 2021 
 Holy Chi ld Jesus Parish is pleased to 
announce that Harvest Fest ival  2021 wi l l  
return this year on Saturday, September 25. 
Harvest Fest ival  is  a community-bui ld ing 
and fundrais ing event that had i ts or ig ins 
in St.  Henry par ish. There wi l l  be a 
bi l ingual Vietnamese/Engl ish Mass at 5:00 
p.m. fol lowed by fe l lowship, dinner,  and 
dancing in the Act ivi ty Center.  The ent ire 
Holy Chi ld Jesus Parish community is  
invi ted. Harvest Festival  is  sponsored by 
Top Tao Tea and BambȊ.  
 Dinner t ickets and raff le t ickets wi l l  be 
on sale after  the weekend Masses.  
We hope you wi l l  jo in us in celebrat ion! 

mailto:mikemccauley.claret@gmail.com
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/michael-p-mccauley-chicago-il/486120?preview=1&return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fmember.psychologytoday.com%2Fus%2Fhome&_ga=2.224532890.103145412.1567697312-1060062036.1567697312


3 Boring Mass 
Part 20 

(This series of articles has been written by an HCJP parishioner.) 
 

In Communion with Christ ï  

 To complete the prayer of the people of God and to conclude the whole Communion Rite, the priest says the post-Communion 
prayer, in which we ask that the Mystery we have celebrated produce abundant fruit in the faithful and in the Church. (Cf. GIRM, 72) 

 The Communion Rite ends with the Prayer after Communion which asks that the benefits of the Eucharist will remain active in 
our daily lives.ò (usccb.org ï Order of the Mass/Liturgy of the Eucharist) The priest prays for the fruits of the mystery that have 
just been celebrated. 
 After the post-Communion prayer, the priest greets the faithful and blesses them, tracing the sign of the Cross and 

invoking the Trinity. The priest here does not ask for the blessing of God to descend upon us. He transmits, effectively and with the 
certainty of the liturgy, the blessing that Christ grants to His people. He does this the way our Lord who, speaking to His disciples in the 
moment of His Ascension, "raised his hands, and blessed them. As he blessed them he parted from them and was taken up to heaven." (Lk 
24:50-51) Through the priest who represents Him, the Lord blesses the Christian people who have come together in the 
Eucharist to celebrate the memorial of the Paschal Mystery of Jesus Christ. 
 Just as the Mass began with prayers, so it ends in a similar fashion. The priest gives a final blessing and dismisses 

(missa) the assembly. The Missal provides three forms of the dismissal. The three forms are:  
Go in the peace of Christ.   The Mass is ended, go in peace.  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
      
 In each case the response to the dismissal is ñThanks be to God.ò The thanksgiving is not of course offered for the 
simple fact that Mass is ended! It is rather a thanksgiving for all that the Mass has been ï an occasion when once more Godôs 
chosen people have been able to be together in His presence, and to be nourished by Word and Sacrament. It is a 
thanksgiving too for the life to which all are now sent, filled with Christôs peace and with an opportunity for faithful witness 
and service. Through him, Christ and the Church charge the baptized with giving this daily witness of the Gospel in words 
and in deeds. The liturgy does not simply come to an end. Those assembled are sent forth to bring the fruits of the Eucharist 
to the world. The dismissal reminds us that the Mass may be concluded, but our call to live out our Catholic identity goes 
with us to work, school, our family, and friends!  
 This ñBoring Massò series has been researched from different sources and  compiled with our goal that it will give you 
more understanding into what takes place during the Mass so that each one of us can enter more fully, actively, and 
consciously participate in the Mass each week. If we do not understand what is going within the Mass, we will more likely be 
bored. For a while, we might go to Mass because that is something we have been doing as Catholics, but when we are not 
satisfied, we get bored and will start skipping when something else comes up. Eventually we will stop going altogether. The 
Mass is an opportunity for us to worship the God who created us and redeemed us. The Mass is the sacrifice of God for 
humanity. IT SHOULD NEVER BE BORING!!   
Coming soon: ñWhat We Do and Why We Do It At Massò 
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RCIA AND THE SEARCH FOR GOD 
 Are you searching for God? Do you, or someone you know, feel a calling toward the Catholic Church? 
 RCIAðthe Rite of Christian Initiation of Adultsðis a program for adults who are considering entering the Catholic Church or for baptized Catholics who wish to 
complete their Sacraments of Initiation (Holy Eucharist and Confirmation). We also welcome Catholics who would like to study their faith more deeply. 
 RCIA sessions will be held on Sunday at 10:30 a.m. The introductory class meets on Sunday, September 12. The Sacraments of Initiation will be held at the Easter 
Vigil on Saturday, April 16, 2022. 
 If you would like more information, please call Art Blumberg, Director of Evangelization and Ministry, at (773) 764-0615 or email at art.blumberg@hcjp.org. You 
may also fill out the form below and drop it off at the rectory office. 
 Is God calling you?  Welcome His presence! 
 
NAME  ______________________________________________________ PHONE____________________________________________ 



4 

FUNDING SOURCE FOR ADA-COMPLIANT RESTROOM 
 Holy Child Jesus Parish plans to construct an ADA-compliant restroom inside the church with the project cost of $79,200.  
The funding source for this project will come from the To Teach Who Christ Is accounts of St. Henry ($25,952), St. Timothy 
($44,859), St. Margaret Mary ($5,526), and general savings ($2,863).  For any financial concerns of this project, please contact 
Annette Fox, Operations Director, 773-764-0615, x120 or afox@archchicago.org. 

The HCJP Religious Ed. programs will be begin on September 11th, 2021, with sessions on Saturday and Sunday.  
Please see the details of the various programs. We hope you and your family will join us! 

I. Saturday Program ï K to 8th grade (includes 1st Communion & Confirmation Yr1 and Yr2) 
The Saturday Class schedule is as follows:  

Rel. Ed class: 3:30 pm to 4:40 pm  
Eucharist Youth Movement: 4:45 pm to 5:50 pm (meets weekly) 
Bi-lingual Mass (VN & EN): 6:00 PM 
*All Saturday Rel. Ed students are highly encouraged to attend the 6:00PM Mass* 
Students (aged 7+) are invited to participate in the Eucharistic Youth Movement 
II. Sunday Program  - Additional Sacraments Classes (1st Communion, Confirmation Yr1 and Yr2) 
The Sunday schedule is as follows:  
Rel. Ed class: 12:00 pm to 1:15 pm  
Youth Mass: 1:30 pm 
Active Youth of HCJP Group: 2:45PM (meets monthly) 
*All Sunday Rel. Ed students are highly encouraged to attend the Youth Mass at 1:30PM* 
Students (ages 10+) are invited to participate in the ñActive Youth of HCJPò Group 
*Sunday First Reconciliation and Communion: Intended to prep 3rd to 6th grade students who have not attended Rel. 

Ed classes in prior years to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist 
III. Confirmation (Yr 1 & Yr2):  Two year program (as required by the Archdiocese of Chicago) 

Year I Confirmation class is intended for students from 7th to 9th Grade 
Students will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation after completion of Year II 

IV. Youth RCIA: This Rel. Ed program is for Young Catholics from Grades 10-12, under age 18, who have not received Rec-
onciliation, Communion, and/or Confirmation. Class time: TBD 
V. Registration: Returning students will receive the prefilled registration form via postal mail and be emailed the form to re-
view and update. New students are to use the registration form, which will be available in the information box and online on 
the parish website ï or may call the parish office 
VI. Registration fees: 

Per family: One student: $100 ï 2 students $180 ï 3 students: $240 
Eucharist Youth Movement: New member $60 (includes uniform) - Returning member $30 
 

We will accept registration forms at the end of the 4:00 pm Saturday, 9:30 am, 11:30 am & 1:30 pm 
Sunday Masses - starting August 21, 2021, and ending on Sunday, September 5, 2021. 

**Please make checks payable to ñSt. Margaret Mary Churchò** 
The rectory will also accept registration forms with payment. (2324 W. Chase Ave, Chicago, IL 60645) 

Contact info: RelEd@hcjp.org; Rectory office: 773-764-0615; cynthia.shaw@hcjp.org 773-852-1462 - 
Trong.phuc.tran@hcjp.org 773-577-3660 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION INFORMATION 

Post Confirmation Class 
 This year, our parish will be opening a class for Post Confirmation students (8th to 12th grades).  Class will be held on 
Sundays, from noon to 1:15 p.m. with Youth Mass at 1:30 p.m. 
We invite all Confirmed students to return for our new program!  Our parish is also looking for volunteers (18+) to help in 
our Religious Ed programs. If you are interested in being an aide in the classrooms or helping in another capacity, please 
contact our Religious Education Director, Joseph Vu at joseph.vu@hcjp.org for more information. 
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 Please join us on October 16, 2021 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
St. Margaret Mary. A bilingual English/Vietnamese Mass will be held at 
5:00 p.m. followed by dinner in the Activity Center.  
 Tickets are $30. You may drop off a check at the rectory or purchase 
tickets through GiveCentral at www.givecentral.org/location/113/
event/30938.  
 If you are unable to attend, you may make a donation to 
www.givecentral.org/location/113/event/30818 or drop off a check at the 
rectory. 
All are welcome! 

DID YOU KNOWé 
     The history of Simbang Gabi? 
 Simbang Gabi is a Filipino Christmas tradition of nine Masses celebrated before Christmaséa devotional novena to honor 
Mother Mary.  Itôs literal translation is Night Mass; but it originally was celebrated at dawn many decades ago to allow farmers 
to attend Mass before working in the field.  Nowadays, itôs often celebrated in the evening to accommodate people who work 
during the day. 
 After the Mass, many Filipino communities like to have a gathering with food and drinks and sometimes we have performers 
like folk dancers or kids that sing Christmas carols and perform the Nativity story. 
             Barbara Alban 

 

WHAT WILL YOUR LEGACY BE? 
 Your legacy is a reflection of your values and must be cultivated through thoughtful planning.  If you want your assets to be 
given to the people and charities you care deeply about after your passing, then itôs important for you to establish a formal 
estate plan.  Your estate includes everything you own, regardless of size. 
 If you have already included a gift to support our parish, NCA or the archdiocese, please let us know about your generous 
gift so you can ensure that your wishes are carried out as you intend. 
 Consult an attorney and financial advisor when creating your estate plan.  To request a free guide, ñTips for Creating 
Effective Estate Plan,ò please contact Krystina M. Campbell, Planned Giving Officer, Archdiocese of Chicago at 312-534-
5404 or kcampbell@archchicago.org. 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION  

August 29, 2021 

$8,212.36 

 

GIVE CENTRAL:  August donations 

$6,318.00 

 

REST IN PEACE 
 Our blessed Lord has called home  

Dottie Cole for whom we promise our  

praters that she may live in joy in His  

presence.  
 

BANNS 
I Anthony Pizarro & Christina Chavira  
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SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 
9/3  Adoration & Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
   9:00 am to 6:45 pm; First Friday Mass, 7:00 pm 
9/8  Novena & Mass-Our Lady of Perpetual Help,  
   7:00 pm 
9/11-12     Religious Education begins 
9/12  RCIA begins 
9/18-19      Seminarian Education 2nd Collection 
9/25      Harvest Festival  
   Bilingual English/Vietnamese Mass, 5:00 pm  
   Dinner & dancing follow in the Activity Center 
 
 A Novena for Our Lady of Perpetual Help is prayed in church 
every Wednesday at 7:00 pm 
 Adoration & Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is prayed in 
church every Friday at 7:00 pm 
 The Rosary is prayed in church every Saturday at 3:30 pm 
 NCA Athletics in the gym every Tuesday & Thursday from  
4:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 


