ST. JOHN THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC CHURCH
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PRAYER FOR EASTER

APRIL 12, 2020

Anointing of the Sick
Because of the Privacy Act, hospitals and
nursing homes are no longer able to
provide a list of the Catholic
patients/residents for the Churches use in
order to visit and administer the
Sacraments of Holy Communion or
Anointing of the Sick. Therefore, I need your assistance
when you have a family member who is hospitalized or in a
nursing home. Please call Fr. Orosco at the Church Office at
(972) 563-3643 so that I may be of assistance.

RISEN LORD,
your merciful love
took you to the cross
for our sake,
and even in the midst
of that terrible suffering,
you forgave.
Now you live forever in
glory and invite us,
sinners, though we are,
to share eternal glory with you.
As we strive to embrace
your gift of mercy,
grant us hearts
full of forgiveness
for our brothers and sisters.
May we rejoice with all people
in your victory over sin and death,
a victory that has set us free to love
as you have loved.
AMEN.
_________________________________________________
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Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by
license holder with a concealed handgun), a person
licensed under Subchapter H, Chapter 411,
Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not
enter this property with a concealed handgun.
Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by
license holder with an openly carried handgun), a
person licensed under Subchapter H, Chapter 411,
Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not
enter this property with a handgun that is carried
openly.
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Reporting Abuse:

Easter Week: We have Risen with Christ!

If you believe that you, or someone you know, is a victim of
past or present abuse or sexual abuse, please notify law
enforcement. In the event the abuse involves a minor, please
also contact the Texas Department of Family and Protective
Services through the Texas Abuse Hotline at 1-800-2525400 or www.txabusehotline.org). Finally, if the abuse
involves a member of the clergy, a parish employee, or
diocesan employee, please also notify the Diocese of Dallas
Victims Assistance Coordinator, Barbara Landregan, at 214379-2812 or blandregan@cathdal.org

Religious Education classes and the Youth
Group has been cancelled for the remainder
of the school year.
_________________________________________________

Scripture Readings for the Week of April 12, 2020
Sunday

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of
the Lord
Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23;
Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9

Monday

Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8,
9-10,11; Mt 28:8-15

Tuesday

Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22;
Jn 20:11-18

Wednesday

Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9;
Lk 24:13-35

Thursday

Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9;
Lk 24:35-48

Friday

Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2 and 4, 22-24, 25-27a;
Jn 21:1-14

Saturday

Act 4:13-21; Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16-18,
19-21; Mk 16:9-15

Sunday

Second Sunday of Easter or Sunday of
Divine
Mercy
Acts 2:42-47; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24;
1 Pt 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31

We have died with Christ.
We carry about in our bodies
the sign of his death,
so that the living Christ
may also be revealed in us.
The life we live is not now
our ordinary life
but the life of Christ:
a life of sinlessness,
of chastity, of simplicity
and every other virtue.
We have risen with Christ!
St. Ambrose
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Easter Week

Daily Prayer This Week

Easter Sunday, we read from
the Acts of the Apostles to hear
Peter's preaching about the
Resurrection. The Letter to the
Colossians reminds us “You
have died, and your lives are
hidden with Christ in God.” The
Gospel is from John's Gospel
and gives us the first story of
that Easter morning - Mary
Magdalene discovers the empty tomb and runs to Peter
and the “disciple Jesus loved” to tell them. They run to
the tomb and discover for themselves that it is empty.

We now begin a celebration of the Resurrection of our
Lord for the next seven weeks - when we mark the
Ascension forty days after Easter and culminating in
the celebration of Pentecost on the fiftieth day after
Easter. This week, we begin that deepening realization
of, and reflection upon, the meaning of the gift of life
we have received in God's raising Jesus from the dead
so that we might have eternal life.

The first reading for Easter Week is from the Acts of
the Apostles. We hear Peter's preaching the Good
News and experience the first deeds of the Apostles,
which parallel the acts of Jesus, including the conflicts
he experienced and his power to heal.
The Gospels this week are all resurrection appearances.
These wonderful stories contain some common
elements. They appear designed to make it clear that
this was not a group of disciples who dreamed up the
resurrection, because they were hoping for it so much.
In fact, they found it difficult to believe. The Jesus they
saw and experienced was not a “ghost.” Instead, he had
a body.
Monday is the story of Jesus appearing to Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary, as well as the “cover-up
story” and pay off of the guards. Tuesday, we read of
Jesus' appearance to Mary Magdalene, through the eyes
of John's Gospel. Jesus missions her to announce the
Good News to his brothers. On Wednesday we are
treated to Luke's marvelous story of Jesus' appearance
to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. They were
sad, because they had hoped the story would have
turned out differently. Jesus tells them why he had to
first suffer and die in order to enter into his glory. As
they stopped to eat, “he was made known to them in the
breaking of the bread.” Thursday Jesus appears in the
room where the disciples are gathered. “Peace be with
you” he says and then eats with them and shows them
his wounds. On Friday, we have the powerful
appearance in John's Gospel at the Sea of Tiberias.
Peter decided to return to fishing. Jesus appears and remissions him. On Saturday, the week concludes with
the summary of appearances in what appears to be an
addition to the end of Mark's Gospel.

Just as it difficult for many of our cultures to face the
reality of death, it is difficult to accept the reality of life
after death. St. Paul invites us to live in this passing
world with our hearts set on the world that will never
end. This week let us try to open our hearts to a felt
sense of what a difference it makes that the tomb is
empty, that Jesus is alive, that he allows us to recognize
him in the breaking of bread, and that he missions us to
proclaim this Good News.
Each morning this week, we can pause for a moment
and simply thank God for our being alive today. Even
more, we can thank God for the life that Jesus won for
us. Throughout the day, and at different brief moments,
we can remember that this is Easter Week and ask to
live more freely today, more gratefully. We can name
the grace in our own terms and in the context of what
we are experiencing, what gets us discouraged or what
gives us life. Overall, we want to live the freedom we
have been given. If death has no hold on us, so many of
our fears would melt away. If we realized our ultimate
home is in heaven, our spirits would be lighter, and we
would walk around more gratefully.
So, as we go through this week, we can let ourselves
believe in the Resurrection that was won for us. “Lord,
I believe in the gift of life you have given me in the
death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus.” We can say
this act of faith or sing any of the wonderful Easter
songs in the back of our minds, as many times as it
takes to let ourselves feel the effects of Easter.
Perhaps we had a difficult Holy Week or Easter. There
might have been loneliness or family conflicts. Perhaps
we are facing a chronic illness or deep struggles with a
loved one, or we are grieving the loss of a loved one.
These, and many other struggles can challenge our
Easter hope and joy. This is the week to place our trust
in the one who is now alive, so that we can live forever.
We can ask for the gifts of hope renewed these days. In
giving thanks, we can ask that our hearts be opened
even more to receive the gift of his Spirit.
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QUE EL SEÑOR NOS DÉ SU LUZ,
PARA ENTENDER LAS ESCRITURAS

________________________________________________

AVISO:
El Obispo Burns de la Diócesis de Dallas ha
suspendido todas las Misas de los domingos y
durante la semana por todo el mes de abril.
Para más información favor de llamar la oficina
de la Iglesia 972-563-3643.
*************************************************

Unción de los Enfermos
Si usted o alguien que usted conozca está
necesitado en recibir comunión o el
Sacramento de la Unción de los Enfermos
favor de llamar al Padre Orosco en la oficina
de la Iglesia al número 972-563-3643.
*************************************************

Las clases de la Doctrina y el Grupo de
Jóvenes se han cancelado por el resto del año
escolar.
*************************************************

Simón Pedro y Juan, luego de que María
Magdalena llegó presurosa a decirles que el
cuerpo del Señor no estaba en el sepulcro,
reaccionaron de inmediato y, “corriendo
juntos”, arribaron a ese lugar.
❖ Cuando Juan entró en sepulcro, “vio y
creyó, porque hasta entonces no habían
entendido las Escrituras, según las
cuales Jesús debía resucitar de entre los
muertos”.
❖ Aunque Jesús les dijo varias veces que
iba a morir y a resucitar, ellos no lo
comprendieron, aunque estuvieron con
él durante tres años y lo vieron hacer
muchos milagros y anunciar el Reino
de Dios con autoridad.
❖ Fue el Espíritu Santo, el día de
Pentecostés, quien les recordó todo lo
que Jesús había dicho y hecho, y es el
mismo Espíritu el que hoy nos permite
ver, con los ojos de la fe, que Cristo
venció a la muerte con su
Resurrección.
❖ Lo que decimos en el Credo es la
síntesis de lo que creemos. Estamos
seguros de que Jesús “resucitó al tercer
día”, y esto lo celebramos todos los
domingos del año.
Si perseveramos en la fe,
resucitaremos con Jesús.

