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Forgive Our Sins
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Sunday’s readings speak of prayer and relationship, causing us
to examine our relationships with God and with one another.
Catechism 2559 defines prayer as “The raising of one's mind and
heart to God or the requesting of good things from God.”
here to read more about that.

Click

We must remember that we have
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access to prayer and relationship with God through the New
Covenant, instituted by Jesus.
This Sunday’s opening hymn immerses us in this mystery of
prayer and relationship. If we skim the text, we see how it focuses
heavily on God’s saving action: you taught, you alone can grant,
your pardon, your cross, your mercy, and so on. This hymn not only
reminds us how to pray, but why we come to Mass on Sunday.
“How great our debt to you.”
We can often get caught in the rut of making a bullet point list,
running through it, Amen, and done. Not only that, we already know
the answer we want from God! Unfortunately, that’s not what it’s
about.

The Catechism says that “Christian prayer is a covenant

relationship between God and man in Christ. It is the action of God
and of man, springing forth from both the Holy Spirit and ourselves,
wholly directed to the Father, in union with the human will of the
Son of God made man.”

That’s the whole “thy kingdom come, thy

will be done” bit that we say at every Mass.

Do we mean that?

but you alone can grant us grace to live the words we say.”
Stephen Eros
Director of Liturgy & Music
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