45 Anderson Street; Raritan, NJ 08869
Telephone: 908-725-1008 • Fax: 908-707-1915
Website: www.stannparish.com
Email: info@stannparish.com
Facebook: The Catholic Church of St. Ann- Raritan, NJ

School: 29 Second Avenue; Raritan, NJ 08869
Telephone: 908-725-7787 • Fax: 908-541-9335
Facebook: St. Ann School
Convent: 29 Second Avenue; Raritan, NJ 08869
Telephone: 908-725-2256

Parish Mission Statement

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we, the Catholic Church of St. Ann, embrace all as family and continue Christ's mission by
exemplifying the love of God and neighbor as stewards of God's gifts to us.

Church
The Catholic Church of St. Ann is open daily from
7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. for prayer and meditation.

Daily Mass

Monday: 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday: 7:00 a.m.
Friday: 8:15 a.m. (when school is in session) & 7:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m.
First Friday: 8:15 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Weekend Mass

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m.

Holy Day Mass

Holy Day: 7:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. (weekdays)

Penance/Reconciliation

Saturday: 9:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m. & 3:00 p.m.-3:45 p.m.

Church Calendar
Can be found on our website under Events & News Calendar

Registration

Any new family or adult 18 and over, who has moved
into the parish, are invited to stop by the Parish Office
to complete a new parishioner form. Please notify us of
any change of address.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) and Adult Confirmation
Are you or someone you know interested in becoming
members of the Catholic Church? Are you a Catholic
who was baptized but never received the Sacraments
of Reconciliation, Holy Communion or Confirmation?
If so, please contact the Parish Office or Deacon Rick
Stevens at 908-910-0309 or email him at
rstevens@stannparish.com.

St. Ann Parish Religious Education
Program (PREP)
Grades 1-8
Monday: 6:15 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
Thursday: 6:15 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

Special Needs PREP

Grades 1-8

Thursday: 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
Call Sr. Phyllis Vella in the Parish Office or email her
at pvella@stannparish.com to register your child.

St. Ann School
Grades K-8

Parish Office Hours

Monday-Friday: 9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.

Donations by Electronic Giving:WeShare

The Catholic Church of St. Ann offers parishioners the
opportunity to make Online church and school
contributions! Log onto www.stannparish.com, scroll
down, click on Give Online with WeShare. You will be
connected to a secure site to enter your information.
Thank you for your continued support!

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time – October 6, 2019

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time – October 6, 2019
Under the Pastoral Care of the Priests and Brothers
of the Congregation of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri
V. Rev. Peter R. Cebulka, C.O., Provost
Rev. Thomas Odorizzi, C.O., Pastor
todorizzi@stannparish.com
Permanent Deacons
Office Staff
Deacon Roy Rabinowitz
Mr. Miguel De Jesus, Director of Sacred Music
Deacon Rob Sause
Mrs. Christine Esposito, Social Ministry
Deacon Rick Stevens
Mr. Lou Falconeri, Plant Manager
Transitional Deacon Br. John Fredy Triana Beltran, CO Ms. Barbara Russell, Administrative Assistant
Community of Religious Teachers of St. Lucy Filippini
Sister Margaret Mary Hanlon, MPF, School Principal/Superior
Sister Dolores Toscano, MPF, Pastoral Associate
Sister Phyllis Vella, MPF, Director of Religious Education

Sacramental Information

Ministry Information

Baptism

Ministry to the Poor
We help those who are experiencing financial difficulties with
food, clothing, shelter, rent, PSE&G, and water bills. Please
call Mrs. Christine Esposito at the Parish Office or email her at
cesposito@stannparish.com.

Sundays at 1:30 p.m. (must be scheduled with the Parish Office) Instructions for new parents take place on the first Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m. Please call Mrs. Christine
Esposito at the Parish Office or email her at cesposito@stannparish.com to make arrangements.

Ministry to the Sick/Homebound

Baptism Godparents

Parishioners who are homebound are visited by our Deacons,
Religious & Extraordinary Ministers. If you know of someone
that is seriously ill or hospitalized, please contact the Parish
Office.

Must be 16 years old, registered as an adult and be confirmed
in the Catholic Church. If you are married, your marriage
must be recognized by the church. This is especially
important if you wish to be a Godparent for Baptism. It takes
six months of attending Mass to be eligible for this privilege.

Ministry to those that are pregnant and/or
thinking of an abortion

Penance/Reconciliation

We are building a culture of Life through prayer and action
serving our community, state and country. We pray and
serve along with the Pregnancy Aid and Information Center,
Please call at 908-256-8121 (24-hour hotline).

We invite you to participate in the Penance & Reconciliation
at the times specified in the front of this bulletin.

Holy Eucharist

We invite you to participate in the Holy Eucharist daily at the
times specified on the front of this bulletin. If you have not
had the opportunity to make your Holy Communion, please
contact the Parish Office.

Parish Ministries
Readers
To serve around the table of the Lord, to proclaim God’s
Word as a reader is a special privilege and ministry. A
reader must possess the special gift of being able to read
well, and the ability to proclaim God’s Word. As a reader,
you have the opportunity to use His gift to you to preset
the word of God to the community in a way that can move
the hearts of those who hear it. In this role, you share in a
long tradition in our Church of proclaiming the Word to the
community. Interested in being a Reader here at St. Ann’s?
Please contact the Parish Office.

Confirmation Sponsors

Must be 16 years old, registered as an adult and be confirmed
in the Catholic Church. If you are married, your marriage
must be recognized by the church. This is especially
important if you wish to be a Sponsor for Confirmation. It
takes six months of attending Mass to be eligible for this
privilege.

Marriage
The common policy of marriage requires that arrangements
with the church be made at least one year before the date of
marriage and before any social plans are made. Either the
Bride or Groom must be a registered parishioner. If you
would like to get more information about getting married,
please contact the Parish Office.
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From the desk of…
Bishop James F. Checchio
September 19, 2019

Pope Francis
General Audience
September 18 , 2019
Dear Brothers and Sisters:

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Let us continue the catechesis on the Acts of the Apostles. To
the Jews’ prohibition against teaching in the name of Christ,
Peter and the Apostles bravely respond that they cannot obey
those who wish to impede the Gospel’s journey in the world.

To continue...Poverty has a significant impact on a family’s
ability to provide children with a quality education.
Economic disadvantage is, in many ways, associated with
educational disadvantage and yet, a quality education is
critical to breaking the cycle of poverty. As a diocese, we
are committed to education and, particularly, the
education of the poor. Catholic schools in the Diocese of
Metuchen work hard to give parents a choice by keeping
Catholic education available and as affordable as possible
to ensure our schools are for everyone, rich or poor. Our
diocese provided $796,250 in scholarships to needy
students for this current year, thanks to donations from
you, our faithful to the diocese and in the annual collection
as well as from interest on some endowed funds held by
the diocese in a sacred trust for this purpose.

The Twelve thus demonstrate their possession of that
“obedience of faith” that they will then bring about in all men
(cf. Rom 1:5). Beginning at Pentecost, indeed, they are no
longer men “alone”. They experience that special synergy that
makes them decentralize themselves and enables them to say:
“we and the Holy Spirit” (cf. Acts 5:32) or “to the Holy Spirit
and to us” (Acts 15:28). They feel they cannot say “I” alone;
they are men decentralized from themselves.

Strengthened by this alliance, the Apostles do not allow
anyone to intimidate them. They have tremendous courage!
Let us remember that these men were cowards: everyone ran
away; they fled when Jesus was arrested. But, from cowards
they became so courageous. Why? Because the Holy Spirit was
with them. The same thing happens to us: if we have the Holy
Spirit within, we have the courage to go forth, the courage to
win many battles, not by ourselves but by the Spirit who is
with us. They do not regress in their march as intrepid
witnesses to the Risen Jesus, like the martyrs of all times,
including ours. Martyrs give their lives; they do not hide being
Christian. Let us consider, a few years ago — today too there
are so many — but let us consider four years ago, those Coptic
Orthodox Christians, true workers, on the beach in Libya: all
their throats were cut. But the last word they said was “Jesus,
Jesus”. They did not sell out their faith, because the Holy Spirit
was with them. These are today’s martyrs! The Apostles are
the “megaphones” of the Holy Spirit, sent by the Risen One to
spread quickly and without reservation the Word that gives
salvation.

As a new further effort, I am grateful for the recent
establishment of Hope through Education, a newly
incorporated,
independent,
nonprofit
charitable
organization. Hope through Education was established by
lay people from throughout the diocese to try to close the
educational gap by providing low-income families with
partial tuition scholarships for children K-12 to attend private and parochial schools located in our four counties.
This will be a God-send. As an independent nonprofit corporation, even businesses not able to donate to the Church
are able to offer hope to the children of our diocese by
helping them to attend private and Catholic schools.
Through this partnership, I am indeed hopeful that we can
make our Catholic schools even more accessible to our
youth.

Pope Francis Prayer Intention for
October 2019
A Missionary “Spring” In the Church

In its first organizational year, Hope through Education
offered 26 scholarships of need-based tuition-assistance,
totaling $74,000, to qualified low-income students living in
our diocese and though that amount is significant, the need
is even greater. From the applications for tuition assistance we receive each year, low-income applicants are in
need of more than $2 million in tuition assistance. There is
great need, but gratefully we are blessed with resources
throughout our diocese too.

That the breath of the Holy Spirit
engender a new missionary
"spring" in the Church.
Life Chain 2019

Come Pray for Those Who Serve and Protect

Sunday, October 6, 2019, 2 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Life Chain is a peaceful and prayerful public witness of
pro-life individuals standing for 90 minutes praying for our
nation and for an end to abortion. Held at various locations
throughout the four counties in the Diocese of Metuchen.
Our closest Life Chain Location:
Somerville: Somerset Street & Mountain Ave
Contact: Kevin Dugan 908-788-7736

All are invited to attend the 18th Annual Blue Mass
on Thursday, October 17 at 10:30 am at the Cathedral of St.
Francis of Assisi, 32 Elm Avenue, Metuchen. Bishop James
F. Checchio will be the principal celebrant.
Come pray for all our local, county, state and federal law
enforcement officials and to honor those who have made
the ultimate sacrifice. For more info call (732) 765-6438 or
visit: https://diometuchen.org/2019-blue-mass
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Canonization of John Henry Cardinal Newman
October 13, 2019

Priests Away During This Week

The Annual Convocation for Priests serving in the Diocese of
The Oratorian family around the world rejoices in the
Metuchen is this week from Tuesday to Thursday, October
upcoming canonization on Sunday, October 13, of its most
8-10. Deacon Rick will lead a Communion Service on
well-known member, the English convert, theologian, writer,
Wednesday and Thursday at 7am.
and Oratorian priest, John Henry Cardinal Newman
(1801-1890).
The canonization Mass will be televised live from St. Peter’s
in Rome on EWTN beginning at 3:30 am Eastern Time, with
an encore presentation at 8:00 pm. For more information
about EWTN’s coverage of Newman’s canonization, visit:
https://www.ewtn.com
Learn more about Cardinal Newman’s canonization at:
https://www.newmancanonisation.com.

REPAIR PLANS
The Property & Facilities Management Director for the
Diocese of Metuchen conducted an overall assessment of
our parish buildings and grounds. He provided a report that
lists various areas that are in need of repair. A process has
begun of obtaining estimates for repairs. This information is
needed in order to formulate a reasonable and measured
plan forward.

You can also visit our website at www.raritanoratory.org to
learn more about Cardinal Newman as well as the other The damaged church façade is a priority because of safety
concerns. A plan is in place for a limited and temporary
Oratorians whose holiness has been formally recognized by
repair to the façade to be completed before this winter. A
the Church.
more comprehensive restoration will be done following a
construction and financial approval process with the
Diocese.
St. Philip Neri and the Congregation of the Oratory:
4 Part Series, Consecutive Wednesdays
Your Financial Support for the Parish
October 16, 23, 30 and November 6
Changes are being made to the collection procedure in
7:30pm at Holy Trinity
Who was Philip Neri? Why is he known as the second order to comply with Diocesan policy and to clarify what
apostle to Rome and the patron saint of joy? How might his constitutes the ordinary operational needs of St. Ann Parish.
spirituality enrich your life and help deepen your These changes will challenge what you are used to doing
relationship with Jesus. Find out how the idea of the and the way you are used to thinking regarding your
Congregation of the Oratory developed and what makes it support for St. Ann Parish and her mission. I am relying on
unique among other Catholic religious orders and your cooperation and understanding. I am trusting in your
shared love and concern for your parish family. I am
communities.
appealing to your good will.

Oratory Tricky Tray

The basic rule:

First Collection is for the support of the ordinary
operational needs of the parish. Maintenance, grounds
upkeep, seasonal cleanup… these are aspects of ordinary
operation and ought not to have separate second
collections. Those kinds of envelopes will be eliminated
from your packet in 2020. We will keep envelopes for
support of the Filippini Sisters, Social Concerns and some
other things, but we will not have a separate second
collection for them. Beginning in November, I ask that you
This is a fundraiser specifically for the Oratory. The simply place these other envelopes in the first collection
Congregation of the Oratory is an autonomous community and along with your usual weekly church offering envelope.
we are responsible for the formation of our own members. Second Collection, if there is one, is for special needs that
Funds raised at this event help to defray the tuition costs for have been mandated by the Diocese. There are about 13 of
our seminarians. If you have any questions, please feel free to
these throughout the year. Any other second collections
contact Anne-Marie Calderone, S.O. at amchef61@yahoo.com.
need to be approved by the Diocese.
There are hundreds of prizes just waiting for someone to win
More to come…
them; we hope it might be you so join us!
We are excited to announce that tickets for our Tricky Tray and
50/50 Raffle to be held on Sunday, November 3rd at Pierre’s
Restaurant in South Brunswick are now available for purchase.
Tickets will be sold after all St. Ann’s Masses this weekend,
October 5th and 6th. Flyers and order forms are also available
in the back of church or by downloading from our website:
www.raritanoratory.org/fundraiser. You can use this form to
mail in your ticket orders.
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Mass Intentions

Altar Candles & Sanctuary Lamps
are burning this week for:

Monday, October 7
7:00 p.m. Deacon John Pacifico by Rosary Altar Society
Nicholas Sternadori by nieces and nephews
Tuesday, October 8
7:00 a.m. Antonio Gasparro by Maria Rosa Gasparro
Wednesday, October 9
7:00 a.m. No Mass - Communion Service only
Thursday, October 10
7:00 a.m. No Mass - Communion Service only
Friday, October 11
8:15 a.m. Newly Elected Provincial Sr. Patricia Pompa, MPF
7:00 p.m. Maria and Raffaela Fusca by Paul Fusca and
family
Saturday, October 12
9:00 a.m. Brian Spuhler by friends and coworkers
at Marshalls
4:00 p.m. Deacon John Pacifico by the Florczak Family
Sunday, October 13
7:30 a.m. People of the Parish
10:00 a.m. Vincenzo Ruffa and Domenica Ruffa by daughter
Vincenza Greco
12:00 p.m. Pietro and Saveria Gasparro by daughter-in-law
Maria Gasparro and family
5:00 p.m. Danny Salerno by John Bocchino

St. Joseph Lamp for Kevin Kohlweck
by Harold and Jacqueline D’Alessio
Blessed Mother Lamp for
Maria and RaffaeleFusca
by Paul Fusca and family

Pray for Those We have Recently Lost

Please pray for those who have recently passed….
Lillian Butkiewicz
“Jesus, console those who are grieving the loss of a loved
one. Let them be comforted in the remembrance of Your
promises. Give to those who mourn, peace, in the midst of
their tears. You are the Resurrection and the Life! We
know and believe this!”
(www.beliefnet.com)
Pray for those who are Sick in our Community
Wayne Basilone
Anna Carra
Katie CasslingFishman
Bruno Cirianni
Frank Cirianni
Mary Contino
Maria Anastasia
D’Amore
Michael D’Angelo
Dominick DeLuca
Ann DiBetta
January Drevnak
Mary Felice
Frank Forte
Cindy Galvacky

Pray for those in the Military

May God protect the men & women serving
in our Nation’s Armed Forces.
LtCol Michael A. De Cicco; U.S. Army
Victor Dulay, Jr; U.S. Marine Corps
PFC Gavin John; U.S. Marine Corps
LCpl Matthew John; U.S. Marine Corps
CW4 Michael Lopez, Jr.
PFC Vincenzo Mattei; U.S. Army
Maj Michael Morella; U.S. Army
Sgt Dan Neville; U.S. Marine Corps
Zack Orecchio; U.S. Navy

Pvt Tayla Rasmusson; U.S. Marine Corps
PFC Daniel J. Salvo; U.S. Marine Corps
Cpl Jonathan Schultes ; U.S. Marine Corps
LtCol Louis P. Simon; U.S. Marine Corps
PFC Jerome C. Sunga; U.S. Army
Jack Vara; U.S. Marine Corps
LCpl Daniel Viscariello; U.S. Marine Corps
Sgt Janet Wyka; U.S. Army
Capt Kaitlyn Zimmitti; U.S. Air Force

Gambino Family
Maria Rosa
Gasparro
Michael Giancaspro
Gloria Guide
Bernadette Healy
Victor Laggini
Gloria A. Lamaestra
Brianna Rose
Larson
MaryAnn
Mangiaracina
Mark Marshall
Giovanna Martini
Austin McNamara
Lidia Natale

Ann Navatto
Victor Rangel
Marie Richardson
Ann Forte Saxbe
Deborah Scarpone
Mary Soriano
Cathy Stinziano
Joseph Tomaio
Emanuel Valentin
Ron Wyka
Alex Zachok

Weekly Offering...September 29, 2019

Total: $ 9,313.50

First Collection:
Second Collection (Fall Collection):
Online Offering:
Other:

Mass Intentions

$ 6,681.00
$ 1,361.00
$ 1,113.50
$ 158.00

Thank you for your generosity to our parish.

There are still Mass Intentions open in the 2019 Mass
Intention Book, weekday mornings at 7:00am as well
as Mondays and Fridays at 7:00pm (more than one
intention may be offered at those Masses) If you would
like to schedule a Mass for this year, 2019, call the
Parish Office.

This Week’s Daily Bible Readings
Sunday
Hb 1:2-3, 2:2-4; 2 Tm 1:6-8,
13-14; Lk 17:5-10

The week of October 21, 2019, we will start accepting
Mass Intentions for January-June 2020. Call or stop by
the parish office and speak to Barbara on Mondays,
Wednesday, Thursdays or Fridays. No Mass Intentions will be taken on Tuesdays. You may schedule
three Mass Intentions at that time. Mass stipends are
$10 each. Please bring exact change or a check.

Monday
Jon 1:1—2:2, 11; Lk 10:25-37
Tuesday
Jon 3:1-10; Lk 10: 38-42
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Wednesday
Jon 4:1-11; Lk 11:1-4
Thursday
Mal 3:13-20b; Lk 11:5-13

Friday
Jl 1:13-15, 2:1-2; Lk 11:15-26
Saturday
Jl 4:12-21; Lk 11:27-28

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time – October 6, 2019
Parish Religious Education Program – PREP
(a.k.a CCD) 2019-2020

Parish Events
Sunday, October 6
Food Drive (C)
1:00—2:00 pm Pro-Life Ministry Baby Shower (CMR)
2:00– 3:30 pm Life Chain (Somerset Street and Route 206)

Sacrament of Confirmation:
Sunday, October 20: 12:00 pm Mass and 1:00 pm
Candidates Group Session (School Cafeteria)

Monday, October 7
6:15 pm PREP (SC) (S)
Tuesday, October 8
7:30 pm Social Ministry Meeting (PMR)

Sacrament of First Reconciliation/First Holy
Communion:
Sunday, October 20: 10:00 am Mass
Questions: Contact Sr. Phyllis at the Parish Office

Wednesday, October 9
No Mass (Priest Convocation)
7:00 am Communion Service only
2:30 pm School Choir (C)

50th Wedding Anniversary

Congratulations to Anna and Joseph Ferrera on their
50th Wedding Anniversary!!
Anna and Joseph will renew their
marriage vows with Bishop James
Checchio at the Silver and Gold
Anniversary Prayer Service at the
Cathedral of St. Francis in Metuchen on
October 27.

Thursday, October 10
No Mass (Priest Convocation)
7:00am Communion Service only
6:15 pm PREP (SC) (S)
6:00 pm Children’s Choir (CL)
6:45 pm Bell Choir Practice (CL)
7:30 pm Adult Choir Practice (CL)
Friday, October 11
2:00 pm Wedding (Ingrassia/Scanlon)
6:30 pm Cub Scout Meeting (SC)

St. Ann’s First Annual Baby Shower

Saturday, October 12
Sunday, October 13
[C = Church, CMR = Church Meeting Room, CL = Church Loft, PMR = Parish
Meeting Room, S = School, SC = School Cafeteria, SL=School Library]

All are invited to St. Ann’s First Annual
Baby Shower this Sunday, October 6 from
1:00pm-2:00pm in the Church Meeting
Room. New (un-used) baby items of
clothing, diapers and any baby related
items are appreciated. All donations will
benefit the Pregnancy Aid Center here in Raritan. If you
have any questions please contact Christine Esposito in
the Parish Office.

St. Ann’s Music Ministry

Our Gospel today speaks towards our responsibility as
servants of Christ to not receive our reward while we are
still here on Earth, but rather do all that the Lord has
commanded.
To be able to do this requires an
extraordinary amount of faith. The choir responds to this
with the hymn "We Will Follow." This hymn is summed
up by the closing text, "We will follow you, Lord Jesus,
And our trust will never fade. We will follow you and
never be afraid." So let us take up our cross and trustingly
respond to be His good and faithful servant.

Immaculata High School Open Home
Sunday, October 27 from 12:00-4:00 pm. Address: 240
Mountain Avenue, Somerville. For more information or to
RSVP call: (908) 722-0200, xt 218 or go online to:
www.immaculatahighschool.org/admissions/openhome

Mount Saint Mary Academy Open House

Poor Box Donations Thank You

Sunday, October 27 from 1:00-4:30 pm. Address: 1645
US-22,
Watchung.
To
pre-register
go
to:
mountsaintmary.org/admissions

Thank you for all of your generous donations to the Poor
Box (located at the back of the Church). Social Ministry has
been able to use this money to help families pay rent, keep
utilities on and have enough food.

Saint Joseph High School Open House

Healing from Separation or Divorce Program

Sunday, October 20 from 11:30am - 2:00pm. Address: 145
Plainfield Avenue, Metuchen Visit:
www.stjoes.org/admissions to pre-register. For more
information call: (732) 549-7600 x226

The Diocese of Metuchen’s Office of Family Life is sponsoring a program for men and women seeking healing from
separation or divorce which is based on the teachings of
the Catholic Church and is open to anyone who needs
comfort, counsel and clarity. This is a 12-week program
beginning on October 8 and meets on Tuesdays from
7:00pm-9:00pm at the St. John Neumann Pastoral Center in
Piscataway. Pre-registration is required. Contact: Ro
Bersch at: (908) 313-5947 or (908) 470-0678.

St. Thomas Aquinas High School Open House
Sunday, October 13 from 1:00-4:00 pm. Address: One
Tingly Lane, Edison. For more information call
(732) 549-1108, xt. 620 or go online to:
stahs.net/admissions
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