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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Dear Parishioners: Like most you of you, | and my associates are practicing social distancing as we navigate these uncharted waters. Father Jon Miskin is in Little Rock but should return
to us sometime next week. Please know that each of you are in my prayers. | would like to offer you an update on several things:

Live Stream Masses: will be offered every Sunday at 10:30am in English and 12:30pm in Spanish. | do not have plans to put myself in front of the camera more than once a week, put
as time progresses, my associates might be willing to do more. We will keep you informed.

Psalm Sunday: You can still pick up palms at the doors of the church from 4:00pm to 5:00pm on Saturday, April 4™ and from 10:00am until they are gone on Sunday, April 5™

Confessions: are still on hold until April 1°. | am trying to decide what is the best option for us going forward with confessions. Our parish is different and if | announce confession
times, we will have droves of people in line waiting to go to confession which is not good at this moment in time. Once a plan is developed, we will let you know how and when they
will happen.

Adoration: Adoration will continue Monday through Saturday from 9:00am to 5:00pm and Sunday from 2:00pm to 5:00pm. However, starting this Sunday, March 29th, the Blessed
Sacrament will not be exposed. There are too many people in church at the same time sitting too close to one another. Maybe this will help. If the Governor ever gives a shelter in
place order, adoration will be suspended until that order is lifted.

Office Hours: The church office remains closed to the public, but we do have a skeleton crew working to serve your needs over the phone.

The Paschal Triduum: will not be celebrated publicly and those in RCIA and Special Sacraments Classes will have to wait until at least September to be received into the church and
fully initiated.

Easter Sunday Masses: will be Live Streamed at the two hours already indicated. We will not have a crowded church full of people on Easter.

First Communions and Confirmations will be postponed until a later date this year. First Communions will probably happen in September and we will have to wait on a new date from
the bishop’s office in regard to Confirmation. We will keep you posted.

Please continue to pray for the world, our church universal, the diocese, as well as our parish. | also ask you to pray especially for those who are getting ill and dying because of this
terrible virus. Every action we take must reflect that we love and care for everyone in the world especially the most susceptible in our community. Please practice good social distancing
and remember to wash your hands often. The only way to beat covid-19 is to be in this together, doing what is asked of us by our health experts. —Father John
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FR. JOHN CONNELL’S HOMILY FOR MARCH 22,2020

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT — REASONS TO REJOICE

By now, all of you know | love Christmas. For me, it has always been that time of year to celebrate joy, the magic of the season, faith, love and the peace of
Christ. Even as a child | looked forward to this one time of year where everyone seemed to be so happy. You have often heard me tell you that even when Christmas is
long gone, the Church itself continues to remind us throughout the Liturgical year of the Incarnation of our Lord; February 2™, the feast of the Presentation of the Lord
and this upcoming Wednesday, March 25™ the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord are a few examples. You have also heard me say to remember Christmas year
-round, you should leave reminders around your home such as a small nativity or Santa. As | rise every morning, | see 5 Santa Claus’ smiling at me. In my dining room
there is nativity. | have other small reminders as well. | am sure many of you who are watching do the same.

In the midst of this pandemic, | listened to a story on TV about how some families are lighting their homes with Christmas lights once again. Although some of
these families simply plugged back in lights they failed to take down after Christmas, others are restringing lights to bring about a little joy in these dark days.

For us here in the Diocese of Little Rock and for the Church nationwide, this is the first Sunday in our lifetimes that public Masses are not available. It seems
strange that in the hour of need, we can’t receive that which is so essential to us as Catholics — The Eucharist. That leads to many emotions.

However, this is the reality of our world presently. Many of you are worried, anxious and afraid and scared. You are stressed about many things, your children,
your family, your health, your livelihood and your future. What is going to happen to me, my parents, my friends, my neighbors are just some of the thoughts that go
around and round in our minds. Will we survive this? Is covid-19 the cause of the end of the world? And we go can on and on.

But as your pastor on this 4™ Sunday of Lent, | challenge you to find peace and joy in these sad days. Worrying is not going to change a thing. Stress will only
cause more problems for you physically and fear only leads to even darker moments.

Look for reasons to rejoice. Afterall, we are on the 4™ Sunday of Lent which is known as Laetare Sunday — Rejoice! Some priests wear rose colored vestments
on this Sunday (not me) to mark this time in Lent to remind us about the joy of Easter which will soon be here. Just like Christmas always come, we are Easter people
and proclaim that reality each and every moment in the life of the Church including on the 4™ sundae of Lent.

Although none of us know how long this pandemic will last or when things can return to normal (this could be our new normal for many months) but look for rea-
sons to rejoice. Darkness does not last forever! Our longer days are a reminder of this. We will get through this. Look at the blind man in the Gospel as our guide. He
lived in darkness until his adult years, but sight finally came. Therefore:

e Rejoice in the fact, that so many are returning to what is important in this life, our families and our faith.
e Rejoice in this moment for the Lord seems to be asking everyone to slow down and think about life and our direction in life.

e Rejoice because the Lord has not abandoned us. Each and every one of us still has that relationship with our him. We still can pray, we have our rosaries, our Holy
Hours, our quiet time with him. We can talk to him at every moment of every day. There is no quarantine with our Lord.

e Rejoice because this can be a moment for all of us to put away fear and doubt and respond to our Lord like the Blindman in the Gospel.
Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him.”

The man born blind's statement to Christ is the statement that Christ wants to hear from all of us. Right now, not tomorrow, not when we get past this pan-
demic. | do believe Lord. My heart burns for you. My minds desires only you. My soul longs for you. Even in these difficult and frightful times, | do believe, Lord. | do
believe.

All of us in this moment in time — March 2020 - need reasons to rejoice, to be happy. Perhaps it is stringing Christmas lights or looking at a Santa Claus or nativi-
ty set. Maybe it is coming up with creative ways to stay in touch during these days of social distancing and quarantine.

But | suspect that rejoicing in the Lord is the only path to eliminating fear, stress and worrying in these days. Like the Man born blind, our Lord Jesus wants to
hear from each one of us, “I do believe, Lord.”

DAILY REFLECTIONS (from togetherwithgodsword.com)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, LUKE 1:26-38—SOLEMNITY OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD

(Isaiah 7:10-14, 8:10; Psalm 40; Hebrews 10:4-10)

KEY VERSE: "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God" (v. 30).

TO KNOW: Nine months before the Feast of the Nativity, the Church honors the Annunciation of the Lord's birth. After centuries of longing for the Messiah, the Archangel Gabriel an-
nounced the good news to a young woman in the obscure village of Nazareth. The virgin's name was Mary (Hebrew, Miryam, "the exalted one"). The angel told Mary that she had
found favor with God and would bear a son, whom she was to name Jesus (Hebrew, Yeshua, 'Yahweh saves'). Mary was deeply troubled by the angel's message, but she was told not to
be afraid since God's Son had been conceived by the Holy Spirit. The "Son of the Most High" (v. 32) would rule eternally over the "house of Jacob" (v. 33) fulfilling the promise made to
King David (2 Sm 7:16). Mary was given a sign to prove that "nothing was impossible with God" (Lk 1:37); Elizabeth, her kinswoman, had conceived a son in her old age. Mary responded
with faithful submission to the will of God (fiat, "Let it be done"). Mary is the new Eve. While Eve grasped the forbidden fruit, Mary received the Divine fruit of her womb. Mary's dispo-
sitions of waiting, fidelity and praise are necessary virtues for all Christians.

TO LOVE: Can | say with Mary: "Be it done unto me according to your will"?

TO SERVE: Blessed Mother, help me to obey God's will as you did.

THURSDAY, MARCH 26, JOHN 5:31-47—Lenten Weekday

(Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 106)

KEY VERSE: "If | testify on my own behalf, my testimony cannot be verified" (v.31).

TO KNOW: Jewish law prohibited persons from testifying on their own behalf. Two or three witnesses were needed to give evidence regarding any offense that might have been com-
mitted (Deut 19:15). Jesus presented four valid witnesses for the truth of his words. First, John the Baptist was a "lamp" who gave witness to the "light" that Jesus came to reveal (Jn
1:7). Second, the works that Jesus accomplished testified that God had sent him. Third, God's Word gave witness to Jesus. Nevertheless, people searched the scriptures to find life, and
refused to come to Jesus who was God's life-giving word (Jn 1:1). Finally, God the Father gave the conclusive testimony. No one had ever seen the invisible God, nor heard God's voice,
yet God was fully revealed in Jesus Christ, God's Son.

TO KNOW: Do | give testimony to Jesus by what | say and do?

TO SERVE: Lord Jesus, help me to recognize you in your word and in all your works around me.

FRIDAY, MARCH 27, JOHN 7:1-2, 10, 25-30—Lenten Weekday, Day of Abstinence

(Wisdom 2:1a, 12-22; Psalm 34)

KEY VERSE: "I did not come on my own, but the one who sent me, whom you do not know, is true" (v.28).

TO KNOW: The Jews celebrated three major feasts annually: Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles. The Feast of Tabernacles was also known as the Feast of Booths (Hebrew, Sukkot).
During the seven day feast, the people dwelt in branched "booths" (or tents), a commemoration of the time when their ancestors lived in tents during their wilderness journey (Lev
23:43). During the celebration, the people offered thanksgiving for the temple, the place of worship in the Promised Land (1 Kgs 8:2; 12:32). They also gave thanks for the crops harvest-
ed that year (Deut 16:13; Ex 23:16). When some relatives of Jesus urged him to go to the feast and publicly perform his miracles, he knew that his life would be at risk. So Jesus went in
secret and, while he was there, he taught in the temple. Some people knew Jesus' human origin. They knew that his home was in Nazareth; they knew his parents; and they knew his
brothers and sisters (close relatives). But popular belief held that the Messiah would appear suddenly and no one would know where he had come from. Jesus declared that he had not
come on his own. He had been sent by God, the one whom they did not know.

TO LOVE: Am | growing in God's word through Jesus this Lent?
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