October ~ Blessing of Animals
Animals are our companions on Earth, be they house pets, domesticated
livestock or wild creatures. We receive much from them: comfort, protection
and wonder, as well as labor, food and clothing.
So we ask God to help us remember our dependence on these creatures,
great and small, and to make us wise enough to care properly for all
animals: they too reveal God’s loving presence.
For this blessing, people should bring along animals or plan to gather
where the animals are: barn, field, pasture or yard.
Opening Prayer
Let us pray: Compassionate Creator, we believe you have given the
animals of the world as our companions and helpers. Help us to remember
your love for all creatures, to grow in our care for all animals, and to find
here signs of your presence. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Then God said: Let the water teem with an abundance of living creatures,
and on the earth let birds fly beneath the dome of the sky. God created the
great sea monsters and all kinds of crawling living creatures with which the
water teems, and all kinds of winged birds. God saw that it was good, and
God blessed them, saying: Be fertile, multiply, and fill the water of the seas;
and let the birds multiply on the earth. Evening came, and morning
followed—the fifth day.
Then God said: Let the earth bring forth every kind of living creature: tame
animals, crawling things, and every kind of wild animal. And so it
happened: God made every kind of wild animal, every kind of tame animal,
and every kind of thing that crawls on the ground. God saw that it was
good.
Then God said: Let us make human beings in our image, after our likeness.
Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, the
tame animals, all the wild animals, and all the creatures that crawl on the
earth.
God blessed them and God said to them: Be fertile and multiply; fill the
earth and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the
air, and all the living things that crawl on the earth. God looked at
everything he had

Closing Blessing
(All are invited to gather around the animals to be blessed.)
Blessed are you, Lord our God, for you have made all things well. You
have given us innocent companions on our life journey, animals wild and
tame. They are wonderful in all their variety of shapes, sizes and abilities.
We marvel at their beauty, which draws us closer to You who made them.
Keep them thriving and able to carry out what Your law intends for them.
Let us never see them as only for trade or profit, but always as creatures of
Your wisdom. Bless these animals with us now and all the creatures
throughout Your good earth. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

