[From Pope John Paul II’s Homily at Fatima on May 13, 2000]
3. "Another portent appeared in heaven; behold, a great red dragon" (Rv 12: 3).
These words from the first reading of the Mass make us think of the great struggle between
good and evil, showing how, when man puts God aside, he cannot achieve happiness, but
ends up destroying himself.
How many victims there have been throughout the last century of the second millennium!
We remember the horrors of the First and Second World Wars and the other wars in so
many parts of the world, the concentration and extermination camps, the gulags, ethnic
cleansings and persecutions, terrorism, kidnappings, drugs, the attacks on unborn life and
the family.
The message of Fátima is a call to conversion, alerting humanity to have nothing to do with
the "dragon" whose "tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven, and cast them to the
earth" (Rv12: 4). Man's final goal is heaven, his true home, where the heavenly Father
awaits everyone with his merciful love.
God does not want anyone to be lost; that is why 2,000 years ago he sent his Son to earth,
"to seek and to save the lost" (Lk 19: 10). And he saved us by his death on the cross. Let no
one empty that Cross of its power! Jesus died and rose from the dead to be "the first-born
among many brethren" (Rom 8: 29).
In her motherly concern, the Blessed Virgin came here to Fátima to ask men and women "to
stop offending God, Our Lord, who is already very offended". It is a mother's sorrow that
compels her to speak; the destiny of her children is at stake. For this reason she asks the
little shepherds: "Pray, pray much and make sacrifices for sinners; many souls go to hell
because they have no one to pray and make sacrifices for them".

[Cardinal Sodano’s address after the Mass in Fatima celebrated by Pope John Paul II on May
13, 2000]
The vision of Fatima concerns above all the war waged by atheistic systems against the
Church and Christians, and it describes the immense suffering endured by the witnesses of
the faith in the last century of the second millennium. It is an interminable Way of the Cross
led by the Popes of the twentieth century.
According to the interpretation of the “little shepherds”, which was also confirmed recently
by Sister Lucia, “the Bishop clothed in white” who prays for all the faithful is the Pope. As
he makes his way with great difficulty towards the Cross amid the corpses of those who

were martyred (Bishops, priests, men and women Religious and many lay people), he too
falls to the ground, apparently dead, under a hail of gunfire.
After the assassination attempt of 13 May 1981, it appeared evident that it was “a mother's
hand that guided the bullet's path”, enabling “the Pope in his throes” to halt “at the
threshold of death” (Pope John Paul II, Meditation from the Policlinico Gemelli to the Italian
Bishops,Insegnamenti, XVII, 1 [1994], 1061). On the occasion of a visit to Rome by the then
Bishop of Leiria-Fatima, the Pope decided to give him the bullet which had remained in the
jeep after the assassination attempt, so that it might be kept in the shrine. By the Bishop's
decision, the bullet was later set in the crown of the statue of Our Lady of Fatima.
The successive events of 1989 led, both in the Soviet Union and in a number of countries of
Eastern Europe, to the fall of the Communist regimes which promoted atheism. For this too
His Holiness offers heartfelt thanks to the Most Holy Virgin. In other parts of the world,
however, attacks against the Church and against Christians, with the burden of suffering
they bring, tragically continue. Even if the events to which the third part of the “secret” of
Fatima refers now seem part of the past, Our Lady's call to conversion and penance, issued
at the start of the twentieth century, remains timely and urgent today. “The Lady of the
message seems to read the signs of the times—the signs of our time—with special insight...
The insistent invitation of Mary Most Holy to penance is nothing but the manifestation of
her maternal concern for the fate of the human family, in need of conversion and
forgiveness” (Pope John Paul II, Message for the 1997 World Day of the Sick, No.
1,Insegnamenti, XIX, 2 [1996], 561).
In order that the faithful may better receive the message of Our Lady of Fatima, the Pope
has charged the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith with making public the third
part of the “secret”, after the preparation of an appropriate commentary.
Brothers and sisters, let us thank Our Lady of Fatima for her protection. To her maternal
intercession let us entrust the Church of the Third Millennium.
Sub tuum praesidium confugimus, Sancta Dei Genetrix! Intercede pro Ecclesia. Intercede
pro Papa nostro Ioanne Paulo II. Amen.
Fatima, 13 May 2000

The concluding part of the “secret” uses images which Lucia may have seen in devotional
books and which draw their inspiration from long-standing intuitions of faith. It is a
consoling vision, which seeks to open a history of blood and tears to the healing power of

God. Beneath the arms of the cross angels gather up the blood of the martyrs, and with it
they give life to the souls making their way to God. Here, the blood of Christ and the blood
of the martyrs are considered as one: the blood of the martyrs runs down from the arms of
the cross. The martyrs die in communion with the Passion of Christ, and their death
becomes one with his. For the sake of the body of Christ, they complete what is still lacking
in his afflictions (cf. Col 1:24). Their life has itself become a Eucharist, part of the mystery of
the grain of wheat which in dying yields abundant fruit. The blood of the martyrs is the
seed of Christians, said Tertullian. As from Christ's death, from his wounded side, the
Church was born, so the death of the witnesses is fruitful for the future life of the Church.
Therefore, the vision of the third part of the “secret”, so distressing at first, concludes with
an image of hope: no suffering is in vain, and it is a suffering Church, a Church of martyrs,
which becomes a sign-post for man in his search for God. The loving arms of God welcome
not only those who suffer like Lazarus, who found great solace there and mysteriously
represents Christ, who wished to become for us the poor Lazarus. There is something
more: from the suffering of the witnesses there comes a purifying and renewing power,
because their suffering is the actualization of the suffering of Christ himself and a
communication in the here and now of its saving effect.
And so we come to the final question: What is the meaning of the “secret” of Fatima as a
whole (in its three parts)? What does it say to us? First of all we must affirm with Cardinal
Sodano: “... the events to which the third part of the ‘secret' of Fatima refers now seem part
of the past”. Insofar as individual events are described, they belong to the past. Those who
expected exciting apocalyptic revelations about the end of the world or the future course of
history are bound to be disappointed. Fatima does not satisfy our curiosity in this way, just
as Christian faith in general cannot be reduced to an object of mere curiosity. What remains
was already evident when we began our reflections on the text of the “secret”: the
exhortation to prayer as the path of “salvation for souls” and, likewise, the summons to
penance and conversion.
I would like finally to mention another key expression of the “secret” which has become
justly famous: “my Immaculate Heart will triumph”. What does this mean? The Heart open
to God, purified by contemplation of God, is stronger than guns and weapons of every kind.
The fiat of Mary, the word of her heart, has changed the history of the world, because it
brought the Saviour into the world—because, thanks to her Yes, God could become man in
our world and remains so for all time. The Evil One has power in this world, as we see and
experience continually; he has power because our freedom continually lets itself be led
away from God. But since God himself took a human heart and has thus steered human
freedom towards what is good, the freedom to choose evil no longer has the last word.
From that time forth, the word that prevails is this: “In the world you will have tribulation,

but take heart; I have overcome the world” (Jn 16:33). The message of Fatima invites us to
trust in this promise.
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