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ST. VALENTINE, PRIEST AND MARTYR 

by Fr. Francis Xavier Weninger 

   

The holy Priest Valentine lived at the time of the Emperor Claudius. He was held in high  

estimation, both by the Christians and heathens, on account of his natural amiability,     

wisdom and virtue. Claudius himself desired to see him, and on his being brought into his 

presence, said to him: "Why do you refuse to be my friend, when I wish to become yours? 

Nothing in you displeases me, but that you confess a faith which is against our gods.            

" Valentine replied: "O Emperor! if you knew the God I worship, you would consider yourself 

blessed to serve Him. He it is who has given you your life and your crown, and who alone 

can make you eternally happy." One of those present interrupted him, saying: "What think 

you, then, of Jupiter,--of Mercury?" "I think that they have been wicked men, as their lives 

show," answered the Priest;" and, therefore, they are unworthy to be called gods." "That is 

sacrilege!" cried many: "Valentine deserves to die!" Valentine begged the Emperor         

graciously to lend him his ear, only for a short space of time, that he might defend his 

words. 

  

Having received permission to speak, he placed the falsity, of the heathen gods and the 

truth of the God of the Christians so clearly before their eyes, that the Emperor,            

prepossessed in his favor, said to those surrounding him: "I must confess this man     

speaketh with much reason, and nothing can be said to confute his teaching." Calphurnius, 

the Governor, who was also present, on hearing the Emperor speak thus, was filled with 

fear that he would embrace the Christian faith, and cried: "Valentine is a sorcerer, a      

blasphemer of the gods of the Empire! He must die, or an insurrection will break out among 

the people!" This speech alarmed the Emperor to such a degree that he gave up the holy 

Priest entirely into the hands of the Governor. 

  

Calphurnius immediately cast him into a dungeon, and gave orders to Judge Asterius to 

accuse him as an enemy of the gods, according to law. Asterius wished first to make an 

attempt to win over the Priest, who was so universally loved, from the Christian faith, but to 

the good fortune of the judge, the contrary took place. Valentine restored the sight of the 

daughter of Asterius, who had been blind for many years, and, in consequence, the judge 

and his whole family forsook their idolatry and were baptized. When this was reported to 

the Emperor, he admired the power of the God whom Valentine adored, and endeavored to 

set the Saint free, but again frightened by Calphurnius with an insurrection, he at length 

gave orders to behead him. Saint Valentine received his death sentence with great joy, and 

ended his life by a glorious martyrdom. 
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ƴŀǝƴƎ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
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Celebrating  
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ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ {ǘΦ IƛƭƭΣ ŀ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ǿƻǊƪŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ DǳȅŀƴŀΣ 
ŀƴŘ wǳōȅ {ŜŀƭŜ {ǘΦ IƛƭƭΣ ŀ ǎŜŀƳǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ .ŀǊōŀŘƻǎΦ {ƘŜ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ .Ǌƻƻƪƭȅƴ DƛǊƭǎΩ IƛƎƘ ƛƴ 
мфпн ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ .Ǌƻƻƪƭȅƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŎǳƳ ƭŀǳŘŜ ƛƴ мфпсΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǿƻƴ ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ǘŜŀƳΦ 
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŦŀŎŜŘ ŀ 
άŘƻǳōƭŜ ƘŀƴŘƛŎŀǇέ ŀǎ ōƻǘƘ .ƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜΦ  

LƴƛǝŀƭƭȅΣ /ƘƛǎƘƻƭƳ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ Lƴ мфпфΣ ǎƘŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ /ƻƴǊŀŘ vΦ 
/ƘƛǎƘƻƭƳΣ ŀ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǝƎŀǘƻǊ όǘƘŜȅ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜŘ ƛƴ мфттύΦ {ƘŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
/ƻƭǳƳōƛŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ мфрмΦ .ȅ мфслΣ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 5ŀȅ /ŀǊŜΦ 9ǾŜǊ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƛƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǎƘŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴ ±ƻǘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
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{ǘǳȅǾŜǎŀƴǘΣ .ǊƻƻƪƭȅƴΦ  

Lƴ мфспΣ /ƘƛǎƘƻƭƳ Ǌŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜ [ŜƎπ
ƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜΦ !ƊŜǊ ŎƻǳǊǘ-ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǊŜŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǝƴƎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿΣ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǝŎΣ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΣ ƛƴ мфсу /ƘƛǎƘƻƭƳ ǎƻǳƎƘǘτŀƴŘ ǿƻƴτŀ ǎŜŀǘ ƛƴ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΣ άCƛƎƘǝƴƎ 
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ƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ ²ŀǊΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ŏƻ-ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
²ƻƳŜƴϥǎ tƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ /ŀǳŎǳǎ ƛƴ мфтмΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ мфтт ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ .ƭŀŎƪ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿƻƳπ
ŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ IƻǳǎŜ wǳƭŜǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǎƘŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ !ǊǘƘǳǊ IŀǊŘπ
ǿƛŎƪ WǊΦΣ ŀ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊΦ 

5ƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ /ƘƛǎƘƻƭƳΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ мфтн 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǝŎ tŀǊǘȅ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǝŀƭ ƴƻƳƛƴŀπ
ǝƻƴΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōƭƻŎƪŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎŜŘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƊŜǊ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƭŜƎŀƭ 
ŀŎǝƻƴΣ ǿŀǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΦ {ǝƭƭΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǝŜǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ 
ǘƘŜ ά/ƘƛǎƘƻƭƳ ¢ǊŀƛƭΦέ {ƘŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ мн ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǊƴŜǊŜŘ мрн ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎΩ ǾƻǘŜǎ όмл҈ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭύτŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ-ŬƴŀƴŎŜŘ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǝƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘπ
ƭȅ ƳŀƭŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ .ƭŀŎƪ /ŀǳŎǳǎΦ 
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