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From the Pastor’s Desk
Catholic Services Appeal

Dear Friends in Christ,
Salutations to you! How are you? I hope that you are well. As you can
probably gather from the title of this bulletin article it’s that time of year
once again—to raise funds for the Catholic Services Appeal Foundation
(CSAF). This is a tremendously important form of outreach that we offer in
solidarity with our brothers and sisters throughout the Archdiocese and beyond. There
are twenty ministries that will be recipients of the CSAF this year that include scholarships for Catholic education, pro-life causes, hospital ministry, and the Venezuelan Mission where I had served for three years before coming to Immaculate Conception.
From personal experience I can attest to the impact that the CSAF has on the lives of
those who are in need. Thank you very much to those who have contributed in the past.
Last year we had 186 parishioners/families that supported the Catholic Services Appeal
Foundation with $28,819 in total donations. This year our goal is 200 donors and
$33,621 from the Immaculate Conception parish family.
We’ll have the official “Commitment Weekend” in one
week but I wanted to take the time today to let you know
about what’s coming up and to thank you for your generosity. Take care and may the Lord bless you abundantly!
Fr. James

“And so I say to you, you are Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of the netherworld shall not
prevail against it. will give you the keys
to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven;
and whatever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.”
—Matthew 16: 18-19

Spanish Mass is Coming to
Immaculate Conception!

On the First Sunday of Lent, March 10, we will
begin offering a Spanish Mass at 11:30 am.
All are welcome to praise and glorify the Lord in Español.

This Week’s Readings and Observances
Sunday, February 17, 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jer 17:5-8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6 [40:5a]/1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/Lk 6:17, 20-26
Monday, February 18, Presidents’ Day
Gn 4:1-15, 25/Ps 50:1 and 8, 16bc-17, 20-21 [14a]/Mk 8:11-13
Tuesday, February 19
Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Ps 29:1a and 2, 3ac-4, 3b and 9c-10 [11b]/Mk 8:14-21
Inside this Issue

Wednesday, February 20
Gn 8:6-13, 20-22/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 [17a]/Mk 8:22-26
Thursday, February 21, St. Peter Damian, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
Gn 9:1-13/Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and 22-23 [20b]/Mk 8:27-33
Friday, February 22, The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle
1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 16:13-19
Saturday, February 23, St. Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr
Heb 11:1-7/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 10-11 [cf. 1]/Mk 9:2-13
Sunday, February 24, 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13 [8a]/
1 Cor 15:45-49/Lk 6:27-38
©Liturgical Publications Inc.
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Eucharistic Adoration
“Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord,
whose hope is the Lord”
(Jeremiah 17:7)

Trust and hope in the Lord is evidenced by an
adorer’s commitment to adoration. Adorers trust in
the Lord by allowing Him to guide their lives, including making time to attend their adoration hour.
Adorers place their hope in Him and that is what
keeps them coming back to the chapel each week.
Our adorers are truly blessed to be a part of this ministry. All are welcome to come and pray in our adoration chapel.
We need a few more adorers to cover the following hours:
 Mondays at noon, 1:00 pm, and 5:00 pm
 Wednesdays at noon

We also are in need of additional substitute adorers. For information on adoration or to sign up for an hour, please call Sandy at
763-789-3246.
Please note: The chapel will be closed on Monday, February 17
for the Presidents’ Day Holiday.

Parish News
An Hour with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament

Join the Faith Formation families as we spend an hour with Jesus
on Wednesday, February 20, 7:00 - 8:00 pm in the church. What
will happen during this hour? First, Father James will take a sacred host from the Tabernacle and place it in a monstrance
(special vessel for displaying the host), on the altar. As Catholics,
we believe that Jesus is fully present in the reserved host which
was actually transformed into the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus during Mass. Once on the altar, Jesus will be with
us in a very real way. We will sing to Him and spend quiet time
with Him. We will listen to scripture, and maybe hear a witness of
God’s love. We will bask in His presence!
So think about it. If you have an hour with Jesus, what would you
want to do? What would you want to tell Him? It could be an
hour to thank Him and just love Him as He loves you back! It
could be an hour to rest, to ask for peace, be refreshed and give
Him your cares. Jesus said, “Come to Me, all who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)
During the hour Fr. James will be available for Reconciliation.
The evening will end with refreshments in the narthex area.
Bring a friend!

Catholic Services Appeal Foundation

The Road to Discipleship
Recognize God in Your Ordinary Moments

When I was a child, I often thought of the Church as something
mystical and supernatural. I wasn’t wrong in my understanding of
the Body of Christ, for surely the Church has these characteristics.
However, even though we speak about the foundation of all we are
as Church being the “mystery of Christ,” Jesus became a man so
that supernatural element could break into the natural world in a
profound way. What we once could not see, we now see. What we
saw as a God in a distant place now dwelt among us. It is one of the
aspects of Catholicism that I have grown to appreciate the most as I
have matured: for a Catholic, the supernatural is natural. The communion of saints is heavenly and earthly at the same time.
The Beatitudes instruct us about this reality. Pope Francis reminds
us that holiness is “not about swooning in mystic rapture.” Holiness
is about living in the real world and doing extraordinary things with
our ordinary lives. Our stewardship way of life consists of actions
in the natural world that have extraordinary repercussions.
Do not ever take your simple actions of generosity and love for
granted. As disciples called to a life of stewardship, we participate
in something more profound than what we can see. We are blessed
to be called to follow Jesus, and we bring blessing to all those with
whom we choose to share ourselves.

In response to the Gospel call to serve the poor and spread the
Good News, the Catholic Services Appeal Foundation of the Saint
Paul and Minneapolis Area (CSAF) works as Christ’s hands and
feet throughout the 12-county area. An independent non-profit
foundation, the CSAF focuses solely on supporting 20 designated
outreach ministries and nothing else. Partnering with these ministries, you help those in need: the hungry, the orphan, the sick,
suffering, dying and grieving. You assist in ministering to the
imprisoned, evangelizing Catholic youth and college students, and
strengthening families. You enable the sacraments to be provided
to Catholics young and old alike. Newly added ministry partners
this year include Abria Pregnancy Resources and The Society of
St. Vincent de Paul—Twin Cities. We invite you to learn more
about each of the vital ministries supported by the Foundation,
and to join us in transforming lives through the Gospel! Visit
www.csafspm.org to learn more, and please prayerfully consider
how you might give back via the CSAF.

Come and Hear Fr. James Peterson

IC Charismatic Prayer Group invites you to hear Fr. James Peterson’s presentation on how the Holy Spirit has influenced his life,
Tuesday, February 19 at 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. Refreshments and good fellowship follow the meeting. All are welcome–
bring a friend!

Bulletin Sponsor

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Thank Our Advertiser of the Week…

Giuseppe’s Italian Ristorante

“The more I reflect on the graces I have
received, the more they astonish me.”
-St. Rose Philippine Duchesne
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Stacy and Stephen Travis, Parishioners
1435 Silver Lake Road
651-631-2744
This advertiser, and the others on the back of the bulletin, make
this bulletin possible, please support them when you can.

Social Justice

Pastoral Ministry

Social Justice Meeting

Fellowship

Tuesday, February 19, 6:00 - 7:00 pm in the St Francis Room.

Minnesota Food Share
Weekend Masses beginning March 2 - 31, 2019
This March, we join food shelves, faith communities, businesses,
and organizations across Minnesota in acting to end hunger and
food insecurity. Please bring monetary donations and/or nonperishable items for our local food shelf. Your donations will be
given directly to SACA. Boxes will be provided in the narthex for
food donations. Checks or cash should be placed
in an envelope provided or marked “FoodShare”
and placed in the collection basket at the Offertory (please make checks out to SACA).
The IC Social Justice Committee is inviting
all parishioners to join us to help collect funds
for Feed My Starving Children
Ways to Help:
 M&M’s fill the tube program. Tubes will be available (while
they last) in the church narthex and parish office beginning
March 9 and 10. Please return on or before Palm Sunday,
April 14 filled with $14 in quarters. We will provide a basket
in the narthex each Sunday for returns. Return M&M tubes
by Palm Sunday, March 25, filled with $14 in quarters. Baskets will be provided in the narthex each Sunday for returns.


Cash Contribution: If writing a check please make it payable
to Immaculate Conception. Checks written to Feed My Starving Children will not go toward the fundraiser. Please drop in
the collection basket at Mass in envelopes provided or an
clearly marked envelope clearly marked Feed My Starving
Children.



Pray for all those who are hungry.

Coins for Social Justice Next Weekend

Coins for Social Justice raises funds to support programs that promote the gospel of peace and social justice. The fourth weekend
of each month, IC parishioners are asked to fill the collection basket with their pocket change to benefit the Social Justice Ministry.
Only the loose change and marked envelopes from this collection
are designated for Social Justice. Our most recent donations included:


$350.00 to Catholic Charities for the Diocese of Raleigh donation to Hurricane Florence Relief on October 3, 2018.



$350.00 to Archdiocese of St Paul /Minneapolis designated
for the Venezuela Mission on November 9, 2018.
Thank you for your generous contributions in January of $142.08.

Next Sunday, February 24 is Fellowship Sunday—hosted by the
Immaculate Conception Council of Catholic Women. Join us in
Fellowship Hall after Mass (8:30 am - 12:00 pm) for donuts, oatmeal and beverages. It’s a great time to get together with friends
and meet others in the community.

Anointing of the Sick

Individual Anointing of the Sick is available by request—call the
Parish Office at 763-788-9062 x 212.

Pastoral Ministry Meeting

Tuesday, February 12, 2:00 - 3:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.

Lenten Soup Lunch

Mark your calendar and join us for Soup Lunch beginning Friday, March 8, 11:30 am - 1:30 pm followed by
Stations of the Cross at 2:00 pm. We will once again
be serving soup on six consecutive Fridays in Lent.
Free will offerings accepted.

IC Women’s Lenten Retreat
Heart of the Beloved
Presented by speaker Yen Fasano. Yen has dedicated nearly two
decades working with the young and young-at-heart, teaching and
sharing in Catholic schools, parishes, and local settings. She
comes with a list of vocational titles including wife and mother of
three. All titles aside, her proudest form of identification will always be “beloved daughter of God.”
Saturday, March 30, 2019
9:00 am - 1:00 pm (registration 8:30 am)
Fellowship Hall (lower level of the church)
Light breakfast and lunch included.
Admission $20.00
Reservation required by March 22.
Mail to: Diane Tieden, 1000 41st Avenue NE, #319, Columbia
Heights, MN 55421. For more information, please call Diane at
763-788-1897.

In Need of Prayer? Please Call Us.

To add a name to the weekend Mass petitions or the bulletin, please
call Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. For private prayer call Larene at
763-789-4246.

Pray For Our Loved Ones Who Have Died

Especially Nattalie De Laria, Bertha Margotto, Kathleen
Pogemiller, Ronald Shasky, Terry Suilmann and all who have died
from war. May God grant them everlasting peace and joy in the
kingdom of heaven.

Pray For All the Sick—Especially:
Paul Bona
Steven Lauinger
Greg Sery
Michelle Cadieux
Tom Leight Jr.
Irene Spensley
Nichole Castonguay Roger Mack
Brian Suilmann
Mary Fredenburg
Johnnie Meyering
Bruce Plochocki
Barbara Kaminski
Janet Mihalik
Elaine Thunstrom
Gerald Krawiecki
Izzy Miller
Lois Weyers
Joan Landberg
Shawn Moulzolf
Germaine Wolsfeld
and all those on our prayer chain
If your name was removed and you would like to continue to be
on the prayer list please call 763-788-9062 x 212.
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Reflections

Weekly Calendar

Word of Life

Sunday, February 17

“Called to serve the people and the common good, [civil leaders]
have a duty to make courageous choices in support of life, especially through legislative measures.”
—Pope Saint John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, 90
© 1995 Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission.

Why Do We Do That?

Catholic Traditions Explained
Question: I’ve noticed that when I go to Mass at different parishes, sometimes people say and do different things. Why is that?
Answer: The Mass in its current form has taken shape over the
course of 2,000 years. Over time, traditions, structures, and prayers have been put into place. There are certain rubrics for the Mass
that are normative wherever you go. This means you could attend
Mass in Malawi or Thailand or Italy and still watch the same basic
liturgy unfold, even if you don’t understand the language. There
may be some cultural differences from place to place, things that
aren’t specifically listed. For example, in the United States most
people go up for Communion in a nice neat line. In Europe, everyone gets up around the same time. It’s a bit of a free-for-all!
Some people might take it upon themselves to change things individually. People may not like something that feels too “liberal” or
“conservative,” and they may take a well-meaning stance in the
opposite direction. When people (including the presiders) do
things that are distracting or change the liturgy, it introduces an
element that breaks the unity of the assembled community. The
important thing to remember is that we gather as the Body of
Christ to celebrate the Eucharist. If you are confused, ask! If you
are frustrated, pray for the spirit of charity.

Live the Liturgy—Inspiration for the Week

Getting ahead in the world is something many see as important.
Success, a comfortable life, and worldly securities are seen as
what is needed to achieve happiness. Whether or not we like to
admit it, these pursuits are operative in many of our lives. As
much as we want to believe in the Gospel, we also find it hard not
to cling to these other things. Unconditional trust in God must be
first if we are going to perceive the kingdom of God. And while
God does not want us to go out of our way to be miserable, Jesus
clearly gives preference to those who are poor, hungry, weeping,
marginalized, vulnerable, and despised. When people encounter
these things, they touch God. It teaches us not to get too comfortable with our riches and that there is much more to true life than
the stuff we find so important.

Pray for a Priest
Will You Pray for a Priest Each Day?

Prayer Suggestion: Dear Jesus, hear my prayer on behalf of your
priest, Father [N]. Give him a deep faith, a bright and firm hope,
and a burning love which will ever increase in the course of his
priestly life. Be his comfort, his joy, and his strength. Amen.
February 17 - Rev. John Powers
February 18 - Rev. Troy Przybilla
February 19 - Rev. Matthew Quail
February 20 - Rev. James Radde, SJ
February 21 - Rev. Phillip Rask
February 22 - Rev. Terrence Rassmussen
February 23 - Rev. Thomas Rayar
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Mass, Intention, IC Parishioners ______________ 8:00 am
Girl Scout Cookie Sale ______________ 8:00 am - 11:30 am
Parish Pancake Breakfast ____________ 8:30 am - 11:45 am
Mass, Intention, +Jim Clemens _______________ 10:00 am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word _______________ 10:00 am

Monday, February 18, Presidents’ Day
No School, Parish Office Closed
Bible Study: Philippians _____________ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Tuesday, February 19
Mass _____________________________________ 7:30 am
Intentions, +Mary Gabel & Sister, +Jane Loso
Social Justice Meeting ______________ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Finance Council ___________________ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Charismatic Prayer Group ___________ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Wednesday, February 20
Mass, Intention, +Bonnie Shutte _______________ 7:30 am
Parent Appreciation Night ___________ 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Intramurals _______________________ 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm
Eucharistic Adoration_______________ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Parish Choir Rehearsal ______________ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Thursday, February 21
Mass (School) _____________________________ 8:30 am
Intention, +Pete & Mark LaFontaine
Bible Study: Philippians _____________ 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Communion Service, Royce Place _____________ 3:15 pm
Knights of Columbus Mass & Dinner
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Bell Choir Rehearsal _______________ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
RCIA ___________________________ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Friday, February 22
Mass _____________________________________ 7:30 am
Intentions, +Shirley Peters, +Cliff Shedlov
Our Brothers Keeper _______________9:00 am - 12:00 pm
RCIC I __________________________ 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm
Faith Formation Volunteer Dinner _____ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Our Lady of Guadalupe Formation ____ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Saturday, February 23
ACCW Leadership Day _____________8:00 am - 12:00 pm
Saturday Morning Club _____________ 9:00 am - 10:30 am
Reconciliation ____________________ 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Mass, Intention, +Leo Batcha _________________ 5:00 pm
Catholic United Raffle Ticket Sale ____ 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm
Our Lady of Guadalupe Prayer Group __ 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm

Sunday, February 24
Mass, Intention, IC Parishioners ______________ 8:00 am
Catholic United Raffle Ticket Sale ____ 8:00 am - 11:30 am
Fellowship _______________________8:30 am - 12:00 pm
Mass, Intention, +Sr. Eucharista Ward ________ 10:00 am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word _______________ 10:00 am
+Deceased

Visit our website: ICCSonline.org

Gospel Meditations

Church Directory

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Emergency (Death or Anointing) .... 763-788-9062 (#9)

What an audience Jesus has in today’s Gospel! “A great crowd of
his disciples and a large number of people from all over Judea and
Jerusalem and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon.” Disciples,
pagans, and devout Jews gathered together to hear Jesus speak in
the Sermon on the Mount. All of these people had something in
common. God was someone to be bargained with, and if God liked
you, you were rewarded with good fortune. This Sunday, Jesus
tells us a different story. “Woe to you who are rich ... who are
filled now ... who laugh ... when all speak well of you. Blessed are
you who are poor ... you who are now hungry ... when people hate
you and when they exclude you and insult you.” Jesus completely
flips the script on what it means to be blessed by God. What he
proclaims as “woe” are states of life we often strive for, and
“blessed” are the states we work hard to avoid!
Jesus is concerned with the kingdom of God and the world to
come, not the typical structures of power and privilege. The word
“now” appears often in these statements. Why? If you are well
“now,” that’s beside the point. To be rich in this life has no direct
bearing on your immortal soul. If you’re struggling “now,” that’s
not an indication that God has forgotten you or that—in light of
eternity—you’re worse off than someone else. In fact, it could be
an indicator that you’re enduring something that will bring you to
a place of greater, eternal joy in the future.
This Sunday, consider your priorities. Who do we reject as not
blessed, and thereby inflict woe upon ourselves? When we encounter
difficult situations in our own lives,
do we see them as opportunities
to remember God and lean on His
mercy and grace?

©Liturgical Publications Inc.

Beyond Our Parish
2019 Archdiocesan Men’s Conference
Saturday, March 23, 9:00 am – 4:30 pm
Saint Thomas Academy, Mendota Heights
Guest speaker: Patrick Madrid, Catholic author and radio host.
The conference also includes Mass, break-out sessions with dynamic speakers, and the opportunity for the sacrament of Reconciliation. Bring your own lunch or purchase from the on-site food
trucks! Find details and register at TheCatholicWatchmen.com.
Cost: $30. Group discounts available. Questions? Contact Enzo
Randazzo at randazzov@archspm.org or 651-291-4483.
Patrick Madrid will also be speaking at St. John the Evangelist
Catholic Church in Little Canada on Friday evening, March 22.

Collections
Week 28—February 9-10, 2019
Our weekly financial contributions will not publically available on
our website. If you would like this information, please call The
parish office at 763-788-9062. Thank you.
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PARISH
Parish Office............................................................. 763-788-9062
(Open Monday - Friday, 8:00 am – 4:30 pm)
Parish Fax......................................................... 763-788-0202
Reception Desk ...............................................................x 201
Parochial Administrator, Fr. James Peterson ...............x 215
Accounting Specialist, Julie Mack..................................x 204
Director of Advancement and Discipleship,
Mary Beth Pfeifer ...........................................................x 203
Deacon, Larry Palkert
Communications Coordinator, Sue Ashmore ................x 205
Records Coordinator, Terri Glaeser ..............................x 227
Director of Marketing, Cathleen Cary ...........................x 213
Director of Music and Liturgy, Ray Bannon .................x 214
Maintenance Supervisor, Doug Olson ...........................x 218
Pastoral Minister, Vicki Bazille ......................................x 212
Special Event Coordinator, Jami Bridgeman ................x 221
Wedding Coordinator, Barb Hartwick ..........................x 204
FAITH FORMATION
Director of Faith Formation, Mary Nawrocki ...............x 210
Administrative Assistant, Mary Scott ............................x 208
SCHOOL
School Office ..................................................... 763-788-9065
School Fax ......................................................... 763-788-9066
Principal, Jane Bona (jbona@immac-church.org) ................x 220
Administrative Assistant, Sherri Macko ..........................x 219
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS
Dave Kellner
Kathy Johnson
Charles Karanja
Stacy McVary
Marcus Paulson
Sandy Sichak
Jane Bona (School Principal)
Steve Smith (Parish Trustee)
Copies of the Parish Council meeting minutes are available
in the pamphlet racks at the entrances to the church.
LOW GLUTEN HOSTS

Low gluten hosts (.002 gluten) are available.
Come to the Sacristy before Mass to request one.

Knights of Columbus
Seminarian Mass and Dinner

The Knights will be hosting their annual Seminarian Mass and
dinner at Immaculate Conception on Thursday, February 21. The
Mass will be at 6:00 pm, followed by social time, dinner and a
program to honor four seminarians from our Saint Paul seminary.
All parishioners are welcome. Please call 651-636-2382 or 763789-8362 if you plan to attend.
All men in the parish who wish to join the Knights and/or learn
more about the Knights, can do so by going to the website at
“kofc.org” and clicking on “Join Us”. Information is also available at the pancake breakfast held the 3rd Sunday of the month.
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